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T was not without ſome 
Reluctancy that I deter: 
min'd with myſelf to com- 
mit my Thoughts upon 
the following SubjeR.,to the Pub- 
lic. I'm ſenfible a new Author 
is like a ſtrange Bird, ftray'd 
from his Company ; and conſe- 
yuently not only liable to- be 
peck'd at by- the whole Flight of 
Criticks, but expoſed to their 
moſt exquiſite Cruelties, rather 
than Wit” or Judgment. In- 
deed the firſt Adventures of 
this kind will receive Advan- 


[LA2] tages 


To the Reader. 

tages from few, eyen among 
the Learned Order ; fince the 
ſofteſt, the graveſt Cenſures are, 
That the World is already too 
full of Books, that rather ſerve 
to diſtraf} our Thoughts, than in- 
form our Judgments, or improve 
our Knowledge : That the Preſs 
is the Parent of more Impertt- 
nences, or crude and empty Ne- 
tions thanuſeful Truths ; and con- 
ſequently, ſerve to detain an un- 
adviſed Reader upon the Surface, 
whilt a few, well- choſen Au- 
thors, would let him into the May- 
row and Quinteſſence of Learn- 
ing. Theſe are indeed unque- 
ſtonable Truths ; and perhaps 
this Adventure may ſerve to 
confirm 'em. But this is not 
_ all; for it's obſervable-ſome Men 
of Figure and Station, on every 
turn, diſcover their Averfions by 

their 


To the Reader. 
| their Wiſhes : They could heartily 
wiſh that the preſent Diſputes or 


Controver fies-mght fall, having no 


Proſpett of any good Effects or Ad- 
vantages by em, ] muſt con- 
feſs theſe are Admonitions that 
ſhould be attended to with Cau- 
tion, to prevent any Man from 
being over-haſty in Commencing 
Author. But yet if we confi- 
der the Induſtry, Infolence, and 
Boldneſs of our Adverlſaries, the 
open Attacks of ſome Authors, 
and the Artificial Inſmuations of 
Others; And in a- word, the 
united Zeal of theſe Perſons to 
Unhinge and Demoliſh, without 
Propofing the leaſt Model to 
ſacceed their Ruins ; I can ſeeno 
reaſon why thoſe that are Ad- 


vocates for Truth, and Guar-_ 


dians of an Eftabliſhed Church, 
ſhould ſuffer Controverke to fall, 
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To the Reader. 


by allowing them to empty their 


Gall and Filth without Oppo- 


| ſition or Controul..-: It's very 


certain, that the Notions, now 
ſo. current and induſtriouſly pro- _ 
pagated, are the whole Stock 
or Cargo of Infidelity and Ir- 
religion, of Error , Prejudice, 


or Diſguſt, that have been hatch- 


Ed and nurſed 1n private for 
a whole Age together, and are 
now vented by the Liberty of 
the Preſs; and therefore thoſe 


' that diſcountenance the Afﬀail- 


ment of {uch pernicious Adverſa- - 
ries leem to eſtabliſh a new and 
unheard of ' Indulgence, which 
no one, bat Criminals, muſt 
have the leaſt Benefit of. It's 
well known, the Conceits of Er- 
ror, and Boldneſs of Irreligion 
are fuch, I hat the moſt crude _ 
and frothy Performance, not re- 

plied 


Reader. 


hed to, FREY pals far Unane 

werable. And this gives Cre- 
dit Fn Au Tet to the Indu- 
ſtry of an verſary in propa- 
gating his Notjons ; and by this 
means , the weakeſt and malt 
uncouth gu ggeſtions are by tract 
of Time riyetted in an injudi- 
cious Reader, when an early 
Re ly had cauſed * em to be re- 
jected with Scorn and. Con- 
tempt. From theſe Confiderati- 


ons, the Labours and Endeayours 
of the Members of our Church, 


Toy F OGROnY 8 vindicated ; 


ing an Exp t - | fv 
induce a AY of Religion, but 
[A4] to 


To the' Reader. 
to prepare the Mind for an Af- 
ſent to Revealed Religion; the 
Complement and Perfe&tion of 
it. I'm ſenfible there are ſeve- 
ral eminent Hands have been 
engaged on the Subject ; but 
having few of the prevailing 
Principles of this Age to con- 
tend with, they have not fal- 
en 'in with my main Defign, 
which was to calculate a Scheme 
of Natural Religion in Oppoſition 
fo 'em. 

I thought myſelf obliged to 
Animadvert on ſome Authors, 
not only where they ſeem to 
overturn the fundamantal Prin- 
ciples of Morality, but where- 
Mey have advanced Arguments 

""Wtelnfinuations that carry a_ma- 
ni eſt; Tendency that way. This 

: Defigh, I preſume, will eafily 
_ obtain a fayourable  Conftru- 
Aion ; 


To the Reader. 
Aion ; fince "tis well known, 
That an- artificial Infinuition, 
or a pernicious Argument ad- 
vanced by a *Side-wind, carries 
a more fatal Influence than bold 
and peremptory Poſitions and 
Afﬀertions. I muſt confeſs, the 
Author? ' of the Efſay of Hiniiane 
Underſtanding, diſcovers ſuch a 
reſerved Way of Writing in all 
his Performances, that, I'm per- 
ſwaded, he Deſigns more than he 
as on thinks it [caſonable to-Ez- 

And therefore I have uſed 
hy fi with more Freedom, to 0- 
blige him to place ſome Aﬀerti- 
ons ina better Light, and expreſs 
his Meaning more fully, if not 


lent Difcourſes ; * but, T hope, 


mined **” 


his Intentions. T have differed in, 


my Opinion from two ' exce[-« Ti. 
Parr 2. 


tainty and 


by wee will find nothing but Neem 
ifference in Opinion, deter-Reigionts 


Toe the Reader. 

' mined by a Thread of - Argu- 
ment. Befides, 'tis 1n Matters 
that do not affect the main De- 
fgn of either of the Diſcourſes, 
that ftand firm and unſhaken, 
eſtabliſhed upon the cleareſt Ar- 
guments and TR unde Thus 
much I thought myſelf obliged 
to Remark ; becaule I never in- 
tended to Detra&t from the Cha- 
racer theſe Authors have juſtly 
merited, or leſſen the "LW 
on Or Efteem of ſuch » peſetwi Per- 
formances. 

And now give me leave ta 
conclude with a few Periods, 
with reference to myſelf and the 
following Niſcourte : I have here 
delivered my Thoughts form'd 
1n the maidft o a great many A- 
vacations, I have acted with 
all imaginable Sincerity in the 


purſuit of 'I ruth, and reſigned 


up 


To the Reader. iz” 
up my Judgment to nothing but 
that Light, or thoſe Notices 
which were gained by the faire 
et and moſt dire} Methods of 
Information. I'm as yet per- 
ſwaded I have repreſented eve- 
ry thing according to the pre- 
ciſe Lines of Truth ; but if 1 
have any where miſcarried, 1 
can ſafely declare 'tis without 
Dejrgn, as much as without Pre- 
judice againſt any I have oppo- 
ſed. My great Aim was not 
only to recover diſcarded No- 
tions, but a Senſe of Religion ; 
by eſtabliſhing it upon its true 
Finnadatione ; not only to filence 
Infidelity, but to remove that 
Scepticifm, thoſe Doubts and 
Hetitations that prevail concern- 
ing the moſt important Points 
of Natural Religion. But theſe 
are Effes too great to be ac- 
_ _ compliſhed 


To the Reader. 
compliſhed without the Concur- 
rence of | Heavenly. Influences. 
We may Wiſh and Pray for 
'em,. but we muſt. commit. the 
Succeſs of: 'em.to the Fartrurk 
of Grace and Mercy: There 
muſt -be ſome more than ordi- 
nary Effufions' of Grace to en- 
gage Men in the Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe of \ thoſe Means, which 
God has eſtabliſhed for the Di- 
ſcovery, of the Divine Wall ; 
ſomething, to take off the Con- 
tempt of thoſe Ordinances which 
God has appointed for the At- 
tainment. of this End ; ſome- 
thing that will Corre& thoſe 
unjuſt, but - prevailing Prejudi- 
ces, againſt an Order of Men, 
habliſhed by God in his Church ; 
whereby they are rendred as 
deſpicable for want of Honeſty 


as Senſe. This is the Work 


| To the Reader. 

of Heaven. God is able as well 
as faithful to accompliſh it in his 
own good time. ,. 

If the following Papers fall 
into the Hands of Men” of theſe 
Sentiments, 1-car aflure- them 
they'll find nothing of the: I- 
maginary Arts or Myſtery of 
Prieſtcraft, nothing of any de- 
ſigning Leader, nothing peculiar 
to | the wary Guardians of. Creeds 
and Profitable Inventions, . ſo of- 
ten* hinted ' by. the' late” Author 
of the | Reaſonableneſs of Chriftia- 
mty, But if.any thing: offers 
itſelf, that cannot well -be: dis 
geſted, I ſhall freely embrace a 
fair and pertment Anſwer,. and 
endeavour to make ſuch\Returns 
as, T hope, may, at laſt, beget 
full ConviQton on both fides. | 
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1NTRODUCTION, 
; Concerning the © _ Y 


Neceſſity of Rever.amion 


Good and eo when $3 ood Leores 
Px — to. light Omg the Go- 


o = == == 
BY 4 


CA LA A. > its 5 RO AER - 4 ooo 


The "bans /Eion, jeſs 
and Maxims ? And tho* others as. 
money all Revealed ID L 


y a& as if they-were, Adyocates. 
he Cauſe, ; -whulft they allow nc 
rhes i, or Original to Moral. Rik 


cims, than Caſtom, Edacation and 
: ew. unaccountable Tradzr: F 
(are Mens Proceedings W "7 tO 


be embarked in the ſame Deſign , ws. 
The” Subverſion. of all Religion. , Our 
holy Religion is by this means ftript of 
its molt convincing Argunients for. 
Truth-and' Divinity, its Intrinſic. 
neſs and Purity ; y an' Ap ppeal ro the 
Precepts of 'N zrural Rehialon The Be- 
hever muſt grafit; That if Coffom, Edu- 
cation and an unaccountable Tradition 
ove Birth to all the prevailing Princi- 
les of Morality, iy, the Arg - ent 7 Oe: » 
tifify © any Re igious re- 
cepts' hs falt Af the. by d: and when 
6 ape Apart bo on 
ea wade 
the reſt 1 is Cheat and Tepoſture. ' The Be- 
'then'thus far reſigned his 
ity, wilF now come'in- 
"ahd'd6'an equal Piece of Service 
tothe Do and himſelf roo, by making 
both" Converts to, Atheiſm and Trreligt- 
On #7"For when the Morality and Relig 


on. 


Ng * Good. 
TE of Tartar and eſtabliſh 


| Girl : bs theſe De habbo 
"ep J? ed the Notion: It's ſi elle 
Wap my pa ent Buſineſs that it carries a 
ndenicy towards the Promo» 
ons on *em, 'or that it gives a Foundati- 
"the Tmpiom and Pro ; OM to efta+ 

iſh their lewd Schems of Infidelity 
hy cannor therefore be unſcaſonable, 
to aſſert the Divine Authority, and 0- 
" riginal of Natural Re z and tl 
Rehao inporat Te Vindic 
but as it erves 
id roar and believers, 


pacaligns 1, Þ nx bir; 
ped , Tend - en 


an. s 
Fa will A gerr mit ; 
the Power and Efficacy of" TIA 
0347 But 


 tfuc] 
ng 


T1EIE 


nA An A wr or do of cer- 
vp (as a late Author has 
Aeriz'd a cerain Ordervt Men) to 


Ic great Gotgah, 
t which Infidelity "has re. 
the Faith of = Living - 
Cp Ninn #0 the Saints, But cer- 


Vance og 
a haecr A ves 
| Reajon, ſince \ we are reſolved not only 

| | £0 


” 
-—— 


Task to dereRt the 1 th 
| liever contends for'a Divine Original, 
why ſhould-it not be tryed-upon its pro- 
per Evidence? I mean as all matters of 
Batt are. But I am perſwaded the Ap+ 


prelienſions of a certain Defeat, oblige . | 


ot Infidel to decline this 

For it's well known, the moſt ayow?d E- 
nemies to-Revelation, even Julien him» 
{elf, could never 4iſpuec the idences of 
Chriſtian Truth; I mean the Perfor- 
mance of Miracles. However, ſince the 
modern Unbeliever ſcems to bo 60 him» 


venture the whole Merits of the CR 
_ demionſtrating the Expediency and, Ne- 
ceſſery of Divine Ie) TY 


$. 3, 


T be - IntroduCtion.: 
AE. Now, in-order-to this, it wilt 7 
be roquiſ e to make'a ſhort.Survey of- 
eons Stete and Condition of Man- 
ki, bo gh beſe and aher is, Ft; 

ns wepuy: 2 more 
be yo of vue perry part | 
ns of Mankind A matters of 
Knowledge, as well as Pra Pt 
-.:It wilt readily be granted, That a5 
God. originally eſtabliſhed a Line- of 
Duty in the very Frame of our Natures, 
ſo. He undoubredly created us with Fa- 
culties,/ to enable us to diſcern, or com- 
prejend every Part, or Branch of{ it. 
ts. true, Laws of. Nature were. never 
preſented: to the View of the Mind, by 
2n Angelic ' ſort of Intuition, without 
ideas paſſing-thro? the Animal | part: But 
rae 04g? will. oblige us as. to conclude, 
'hat rhe Glory of an” Almighty Creator, 
and the E TON Image of his Perſon, 
op forth of Hands pure and ſpot- 
| All his node: pron and 
. Appetites, were corre& 'an ar : 
Apo native Paſſions and. Propenlions, 
which are now too often the Parents of 
Difordes and Confuſion, w ere,no doubt, | 
originally conſtant Attonhacs abt faith- 
ful.Handmaids to the Powers of Rea- 
fon; That Love and+-Zeal, that Com- 
80795. © placency- 


go, Ihe Intrdifl V 
lactnty: and Dig 

wn inf chain to: Hal 
: E origina y engage 

the Van 2d Diets Ta 


a Riſer! - 

Pl nah aol Mi Love == | 
a w 

—_ Nh Di rg _ ent bf Know 


| Ard. Certair 
for Truth 


as Springs to e he Min in _—_ 
cloſeſt re oe ie Truth ; but the 
long I on the Cato beix 
us co e 0 $ 
needs be preſented FP: the View ofthe 
Mind in ett native' Shapes, and P 
| DOfrns, fur the leaft Paine = 
&; and con t 
oy and apy erkelf in 00 Ia 
Train of Dedudt ions, without the 
Trippings, 'or Miſcarriages. Sothat 
Man, in his phos Frame, was enit- 
bled to lay Fa Ne, Stock of -ſub- 
Ttantial } edpe, 


Reaſpn to imagin, at Creato: 
of the World had Nin? his | 
Repreſe mtative with all defirable 


\ 


The Tntriduflion. ; 


Gans lobe bud nx ogy cared bi 
{him with: ton Favours and 


tion of Net Spe Kg 
Vours, as are ble fayren-4 
whilſt itreſted on this fide Heay EEE 
was not-immediately in 
atific Viſon. Whi 7 wage retained *his 
prunitive Innocence," he was no'doubt 
a very choice Favourite in” he Kd of 
conclude 1 that he enj 
pg oe and Intercourſes Swi 
For Peradi/e my ju os uk. 

| beakindof Terreſtri 
bg tank Taree Rn vered- 
himſelf in frequent Adumbrations of his 
Divine Preſence, and vouchſafed ſeyerat 
ny Revelition and his Divine Sue- 


Front ener . Br 
certainly, tho? Man in gs Tame” 
_ was-endued with a Sufficiency of Pow- 


ef :<0DEoPRer the Line of Dur Duty, Tour 
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0 Doter 
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The, Introduffion. 
I = Once, and 
on na. in ad 


iſtible Bias. o the 


"wm as well as 


us,there'sa pow, 


* , » The Takroduflim.” 

for it ; a Lov in our Members hd a 
g6inkt the Law of our Mind, Rom.7: 
So. that Man'is c ſunk in 
inal Frame, =p lapſed into-a —_ 7 | 
tion an eneracy : 

110 clear, Mey. able, that 
this TRA diſcerning Heathens have g- 
ven Teſtimony to the, Subſtance oft: 

They all foutnd" it wove in withtheir Na- 


tures, and moons icfelf, not only in 
inward Motions, and Propenfions, but” 
mixin ;tſelf in their molt exalte od in 


_ yet FLO 
faw it in its Effe&s* and Conſeq , 
- Their Opinions were various;' howevet, 
Iſhall mention the chiefof em: Res 
charges & SFOICKS W aſcribing as 
hen ih ne Arcs Providence, and 
it as theh it of Abfurdities.” 
Chee is Tract Adverſas Stoicos;] * 40s) 
wir in Thy raxiay rertvyer ned Tab 64 Oils ayifoes 
Tin \iairucy dmitia; Wap Cane 23-8 Any" 
preps drapes Bowes 3 w3e.4 &- 212 Pl 
YAN «. Tf this Arn ; {rem 4 


mea t0 # 05008 F'8 
bu hf 20 bs” : 


ptr, was an 'O 10n extri 


and TOI oped by o 


The IntroduSHt, 


diſcerning Sages. However Gelh 
ſuant to 5 delivers it as the-Qpition m__ 


whebon & is. the very NI 
arch 


uns nature gigniter, vitiaibidens per 4 | 
ratem contraria nats _— - But che moſt 
[> yk Opinion was 


ancient: Tradition, recited by: Ds 


negro ple, bn Teed'sw 6 neghiiv x) na) b drain; 
from the Eternal Mixture of Good: 
and: Evil; as well as the. 
and Allay;: of Good, conel 


ades, Weizre: 


ated oy twocontrary Principles, the one- 


z or tolling us on, 'in a''thue- 
and dire6t Path, and'the other haling'us 
BI 
be arp Pump dyvaryoun; x/cs aXADEN. 

+he further * If rocking "Y 
ith withour a | & and Good-cannot+ 
we.of Bail, there maſt be'xz'! 
ir Principle: of / Evil , as 'well/ag. 
488 ora ies y dpopr* Bot ak 


KOAK 


BER EIIEnY 


wines; 
and Law-givers,and tranſmitted toPoers 
bers ; Th» 413+ fic nv ith von} 
whoſe duthority is not to be traced'o 'Phat 
_ there was not one only Supream'Govers 


5 That Goot'and 
proceeded from two diftinct Prin- 
ciples.' Hence Plutarch gives it as 4 mofb 


Ths atv int T4 Sita 1" XaT” "Erbfiap v's ; 


The . Intradution, 

contributed.to the forming, their ve- 
ry Conftiturions Indee Ws tughly- 
probable, theſe were Traditions he 
rieeed front: waar to the Rn, 


I DIES 
wre 

in both Parts of him; and the ho hn 

nope of his Maker. "E57 30 ms yi Aogexde 

Hdnou@& wie o% evjenxpurd] Gr wn pb paar 

| 1@, Exoy Ix oy Sig ys 288+ Hier. Comment, 


P3thag. C 
A n x Comment on 


Ann in be his 

od Fra of Man, with celpefs 
_- 4 or -Origine,.. of Good.and 
Evil, he repreſents, . with what a pow- 


al rnoule .igto. Evil, 


Ee WE Are 


3it to be be th Bic of 


: os His cong.s f 
ROW enjoyed in.pure | 
by T7 Propen- 
Gon the Things of this World is c0n- 
traQ<d.. He confirms the Notins by 


the 


Londx673.] 


\ ww "> * EF 
- $62 49 2 on ec 
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| -P Phrkot O Dion act om 
618 ed- bythe Edo pt of 


it 4 Heon 


aa cs 


was ot the Fr \Hefſnn of 
Arketa, {ode duh know:theiDezs 


Une Snkef Mine 
2 ] kind, 


Bt 


nounce is Neves, nan Gh 


doe 


9; n CE Nath or 
ors rue pL 
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-britt: I KY! wotl 
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oppals it to te ſte of __ of "i 


er FE Of ters 
of Adas,: Ne ee Lewke 
old under ing Law in 
ford pa a Lrites 


Divine TranſaQions, 'no- more than to 
Authbrize us'to rezett 'em, -hecanſe we 
chend the manniy of *en;- Tt 


i44 1.0 bat. Fids. £0) yarbi t 
af 17TY 


J _ 2} And 


. C ” 
# »&& - | ad 
- 


three Circurlts 
highly proba» 
he, Violation of apo» 
J a Gmple AB of 


-of 
certaioly implics a 
committed upon all rhe 


.the Guards, Ka. 24 iQ | : 
nate the whole Frame of : | 
| (C4] 


word, .it mult ex | 
of Ivjoe 4 Love, 


k perf urſui AT Thingsaswil 

er; and in 

render us = like hins':: 

this Grjod AQ: of. Dihbaſions oo 


rs god 1 For certainly the _ 
of Nature being ſo exquilitely fitted- for 

an Obediential/Temper, and the Soul ſo 
deeply poſſeſſed with a Senſe: of the un- 
ifiterrupted: Favours. and ; Bountzes of 
z0d,, Howing: from. his porn Lowe 

I Sz 204 Coin "9 theDe- 
pag] play his Ter 
rabletime, 
ſelf a Rk 


5p py Ed jr ora 
tri rH p:5y Ton 37r o the Lat the 
and Pride . LIL v4 


who annoediſer'the Growth, or Pro- 
-duaioh; -of " carnal 5, and 
every the 'Eftabliſhmenr of Ori- 


og es 


« Cottlcariorof call Pr 
cps nn, th ſeems to have 
ion, lb and 


rion: of vicigus Aftivas i Is r00 
farallyco fo be dif : and Ob- 
ſervation,” to 'be difpured-in Theory ; 
every ACt prepares the way for 2 Rope 
tirion 4 'but- a: confirmed Habit lays a 
Bias like a SecondNatiire ; a Bias, that 
— ge, is as uncapable 
being remor's, = the ot Ul 
Produtiions of Nature: Car the Athio- 
Tre? Is manietreſore; tte 
ts , 
Se of-our firſt Parent; .intro- 
Nara Bffcary, ' riot ny Din 
a vine 
Puniſbmext,' f r oe 
-Barfurther, this cadriot bewell Uif 
red;ifweeake infwy other conſidera le 
Circumſtances that attended the Fall ; 


which 


The Introduthon. 
whzeh 1m: reality; were proper: Puniſh- 

ments; I mean a' total Excluſion: from 
Paradi/e,:andiconſequently from the ſpe- 
cial Intercourſes of the Divine Prefence ; 

and the Curſe that: fell on the ProduQts 
of Nature we muſt conchude,. that tho 
DefeQtion of our firſt Parents, introduced 
T. perpetual, and almoſt invincible Cor- 


rupt10n. : | 
And firſt, If we all aſſert, what with 
good Reaſon has been already evimced, 
= - - 2 —wowmag _—_ rations of - 
vine as'well as r:In- 
rercourſes rrp Maker, —_— 
ful, to 5 on aSenſe of Duty, as well 
verance init ; How fatally muſt 
the Excluſion from the Divine Preſence 
expoſe our firſt Parents to the: Dorninion 
of thoſe Lufts, which their Diſobedi- 
ence had newly ?. But then, 
when they are not only driven from oh 
Preſence of the Lord, but condemned to 
ed? their Bread in the Sweat of their Brows, 
and converſe with little; but Thorns and 
'Brambles, andthe redions Methods: of 


by naw 6} how- ly muſt: their 
Mind and Thoughts be cham*d to Earth, 


and the.infolent Demands of the Animal 
Appetite? So that, when all theſe things 
are _—_ laid together, I can attribute 


palon 


The" Introduthon. 

nothing; leſs: x0 the Drſobedience of -our 
firſt "Parents, than (what the Word: of 
Taking ofrke Fi gain th 
wit, S Of # a1niz the 
Spirit, and che Lam of the 4. ran 
he zin# the Law of the Mind , anii 
bringing *em into Capivin unto' the Law 
of 8in and Death. "IF the Pr 
of ſuch a fatal Contagion cannot well be 
accounted for'in the: s of 'our 
firft Parents, Pm abundantly oodvitced 
it muſt unavoidably eſtabliſhartelf in the 
Frame of their Conſtitutions; '- But tru- 
ly, there's no Colour of dj ree= ir 
elf, why ſuch a | yr Bias, \or Con- 
10n , unleſs-fuſ! To by -an' over- 
Power, ſhould: diane be tranſmitted 

bt the common Laws of Generation. 
Indeed, when we b_ ok 

*"h ail Gb Heb Habit, 9 cnorrn 
that are en A on 
the Diſj volition of ik habe 
mal Spirits, inſomuch that” they often 


! _ new Model the Natural Conſticutionz 


I cannotconceive, why a general Conta- 
gion of this Nature may not pop noun 
ed, as well as — AEIE 

plexians, or ? I will rea- 
dily:;granc, thar ſome:peculiar Turns in 


rs may Ay the — of-partt- 
L _ 


TO” 


The | Introduthan. 

cular, Conſtitutions, .and: diſpole..a-Per- 
fon to fome peculiar Vices more power- 
fully than'others; bur Pm perſwaded, a 
change can never be'efteQed by any,. but 
.ene that has the Sovereign Diſpoſal of 
the Powers of Nature, :/b4: weigheth the 
Mountains in Scales, andthe Hills in a 
Balance, can prevent all-vicious Propen- 
ſions from. being} tran{mitted from th 
Parent, or-their proper OfEſpring. - | 
; And thus, I hope,: L have.in ſome 
meaſure given a Retioale of an Original 
Corruption, that repreſents an «##avoids- 
ble necelhity of | ſinuing and provoking God 
tu all our Attions, (See Reaſonablentſi of 
Chriſttazity, p..5.) And yer it.is conli- 
ham enlarged more fully 00 che Subj, 

ave en more fully on the Subje& 
Hecauſe it will lay a Foundation £0 repre- 
ſent the Expediency,; or. Neceſſity of Reve+ 


lation.-- :. - 


$, J« And firſt, Having already COn» 
cluded, that-Man, | in his. preſeat- State 
and Condition, is a&ed by two oppolite 


Condition, 
Shams agg involved, in two. oppoſite 
rereſts,/and each contending for Go- 
vernmeant, and Dominioh ; it may.;cali- 


ly be: diſcerned / how: our. Attainmeats 
in Knawledge are affeted ; whereby 


Re- 


Revelation will -beovine highly -necef 


Mhowing certainly, the Re-ſearches of 
Reaſon, in fuch a divided State, canne-/ 
ver bee -andcaorre& : For firſt, 
it carmot be denied, bur. the' Avenues of. 
Reaſon; take their Riſe _ the Animal 
Part ; and conſequently, allthe Materi-: 
als of- Neath es ma make! their paſſage 
this way. - 4 ,- the Animal 

Appetites, 7 y rogs are'the imme- 
diate.Spri rings, and- Movers of Reaſon; 
and therefore, 


ſince it is-concladed- that 
the Bizo-of th the Animal Part is ſo formi- 
dably ſtrong and powerful, we cannor 
imagine, but Matters will be ſoordered 
as to You ue conſiderable Diſquift- 

For by 'this means the Ideas. of 
lh, hs, or Dr 


i that does not com Gap 
its Tncereſt 3 they will not ſafer her-+t0 
place it in the Scales, andtry its Worth 
and Value, . by Aew 4 ſolid Debates-and 
Counlels ; -and:conſequently,” Miſtarrie- 
ges-will ariſe, for want at due Ap 
rion, rovg Attention yo DUR: eb 26h; 4 
{ 4 by LSU fs I 
Now 


The" Dity * Rt q +04 
Now certainly,” fince this 1 is 'the trite 
State of Things, we muſt place theiAc-' 


{ of Knowledge under the {| 
Dias Ir will not en har 


every T 


ig Mind,b ut cut Ee 
all ng) andltis{ mY" 

the Frinktninda Tries of: Dy may ya 
cover thetnſtlves/ to  Homan View, or 


26> ep we-cantiot, think eb limch 
forth into the Deep, and make a certain 
Diſcovery of thoſe conſequential Duties, 
chatiare abſolutely neceſſary-to'the' Con- 
di@ of Human Life: 'The cormon Ne- 
cefſities of Hutnan Nature; will intro- 
| duce the Knowledge of the Fe on 
Eitieaments, ' 4nd Proportions of 
bur we can never deſcend t6  Diſoe 

5, rl 


of 'fome other confiderable Pai 
Cine that make - | 
plement of Duty. / In a word dn went 
Rinievments, and (iter Patti ations | 
of Thinkin ng may engage ſach' Sie 
cation' of Mind, as will eriable her to 
work off the ſubſtantial Parts of the Line 
of Duty ; but- without theſe” Arts and 
Methods, and without Titne, and Lei- 
fire; "4 Man may ſpin out a thoughtlef 
Life; - or, -at leaſt, the Mind' will” be 
weegned down by Animal Propen- 


ſions, 


The IntroduSion;, + 


ſions, and employ.it-{elf in nothing but 


laying in Prove on for the Fhby fo Joifit 
the. Luſts of it. , Mo | 
; NOW can an n. n protiounce, 
Revelation unnecell; y ho? . 
T:rovilence has not. yet j= the Vorld. 
or., rather. the World. reduced-it. folf. to; 
Dn ns 
W unwearied : 
Vigilance, they may ra the main 
Lines of Duty.; yez,it.cannot bedeny'd, 
bu ca wlandot {evi fur withs 
in, W a great 
of Mankind into and a- thound 
Miſcarriages; and We. cannot 
think. it unneceſſarj;;to.be ſecured from 
ſuch. fatal atal. Hazards, .and Difficulties by 
having a Digeſt of Laws laid before us; 
that remain as an'unqueſtionable Stand, 
ard of AO. What tho? the common 


way nfl 7 rs rage abc 


Es of natural. Reaſon. Ht 
er ipepuniry. ar can of., Morali 
and natura Religion, it cat. -n0 
ye inns that the: Light of natural 
Reaſon can. enable:us to raiſe the Super- 
itructure;, that is, either to accomn 
date. thoſs pag we can diſcover, to: 


Caſes and Inſtances of humane Life, | 


The Intredutt in. 

as to zeduce *em to-Pradtice ; at leaſt ſo 
as to anſwer the true. Ends and Intenti- 
ons. of Living; or to diſcover *other 
Lawsthatare the Conſequences of prime 
Laws of:Nature, 


tothediſpofing us for that State of 

pines, :for which God has originally 
ſign'd-us, much leſs td render out Ser- 
vices- truly acceptable to God.” '' Cer- 
tainly if we reflet on thoſe inextricable 


ces, wherewith corrupted Nature a 
pears to: be ed; we muſt S. 
nounce it impoſhible, that the Powers of 
natural Reaſon ſhould carry us thus far : 
It's certain, tho? natural Reaſon may 
preſent:moſt of the Fundamental Laws 
of Nature in a rough Draught; 
nothing -but Revelation is able-ro-give 
*:m/ thair- finiſhing- , and thei 
prOper-Graces and Perfe&tions, and+dif- 
play 'erv in their Conſequences Ap 
dages: and \Dedudtions; - I mean 
as are douecly necellary- to the Ends 
and* Purpoſes of wow 3 Hr "and at- 
raining 0 a State -of: Happineſs: '- And 
rhevefors if natural 'Reaſon: cannot pre- 
tehd-ta' furniſh 'us- in/ theſe Caſes, ſhe 
Rogue ſubſribe-to — 
ion. n- 


* 


AWS Ol , and 1ndifpen -nie- 
ceflary-to the Conduct of Humane'Life, 


Clogs, - ObſtruRtions' and Encumbran- | 


©, Indeed, Lam perſwaded naturalRea> 
fon; by:a- conftane Habit of Thinking, 
anda ; ras Attention and Application 
of Mind, may. make very lucky Con- 
jeftures, m _ - mtr men 
. upon»: able E } k Sz an Con- 
A in-very important Truths : But 
God knows, as the'Frame of Man now 
ſtands; we muſt” atgibute ſuch mighty 
Performances to a Work of Titne, to 
the Labours, and Obſervations of Apes ; 
they can only be the-Produtt of a tew 
working Brains, that by. a peculiar Ge- 
nius have ſequeſtred'themfelves from ſe- 
cular - Aﬀairs, and: conſecrated © their 
Thoughts to the Obſervations of Hu- 
-mane- Nature ;-and yet the Whole at 
laft amounts no higher than a few gene- 
ral Maxims, or . Poſitions formed from 
'-e::h ConjunQion - bf their own 
Thoughts, and - the' Obſervations, of 
their: Anceſtors 3 and theſe often MM 
and interfere with thoſe of their Bre- 
thren;\ and conſequently can carry 'no 
higher[Authority - or Charatter than 
Learned Conjeftares: And now litice 
Reaſon and Experience demonſtrate;”'ts 
well asdiftate the Trath of theſe things, 
a irevealed Canon teems to be'abfolute< 
iy neeeflary for the - of Mats 
| [DJ] ku 


kind,'orthe dnglomegs' of that Happi- 
neſ8/-which the” Light-of naturab Rea- 
ſon-- in''a 'State /of -Fnnocency;// would 
have otherwie ſecured, A Revealed 
Carp was neceſſary ; to-Ailence' the 
imfnortal Diſputes of ch Learned, as 
well-as nformethe Illiterate, /at'-an calle 
Expence- of. Time: and Thought. -- A 
Revealed Canon: was neceffary 'to We 
the moſt elaborate Diſcoveries-of - 
t ſon, the Authoriry of Laws; ih a2tnoth 
l "as it was neceflary they ſhould« be uſhe- 
red into the World wich the: higheft 
Credentials of ſay, jeſs! Reqnnd 
| ' _ pon! competent-and exprels R S 
t and Punifhments. y MN. 
| But-to conclude this Argument, Not- 
| | withſtandir the- utmoſt-” Attainments 
_ of Human Reaſon, I can ſee nothing 
g to ſit conn ——— 7 of or 
en, but what will as effetually e 
8. Neceſſity. of Human Laws, and 
Civil Government. . It's That 
Laws of Nature, diſcoverable/by- natu- 
.ral Reaſon, anſwer the-: 1 Ends 
and Latentions of ; __ Gover 


Fi he N Introdudtiion. _ 
If thetefore theſe general Notices/be got 
ſafficient: for the:;Condutt of ; Human ' 
Lifez-even in ſecular Aﬀairs ; we. can- 
not- imagine, that the Diſcoveries of 
Natural :Reafon ſhould reach the whole 
Line 'of Duty, with reſpett ro God, Our- 
ſelves g'i4 Neighbour. . Ina word, 
ſince after. the- lugheſt Pretences to a 
natural Light, it- was neceflary to con« 
ſticute | Civil Governments, and entruſt * 
Men of. Thought and Parts to work off 
.a Body 'of Taws, for the ConduQ of | 
Mankind. in temporary Concerns, by 
the niceſt Confults, Debates, *and Obſer- 
vations;3 how much more neceſlary is it 
to receive a Digeſt of Laws from an 
Infalible, and Unerring Hand 'to ſecure 
an Eternal, as well as Temporal Haps 
pineſs? | 


4. 9; Thus far we haveadvanc'd. the 
\Neceflity of Revelation, in.order to the 
Diſcovery of the Line.of Duty ; but 
there is ſomething: more-behind to .1m- 
prove the-Argument : For zt's certain, 
we' have hitherto repreſented the faireſt 
Part of the; Landskip of Human Na- 
tre; Imean as'it hits \in a degenerate 
State © It's certain, itis not only elog'd 
with thoſe 'native: Encrumbrances, and. - 
; [D2}] ' Pros 
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 Propenfians derived Srotn the''Loinsof 


Hearts by this means.were to do evil conti- 


our  Anceftors, thar* weigh "down" the 
Ad@ivity of the Mind; "but we're all 
unfortunately bronght forth '4f Imp6- 


terice; and conſequently are foteed'eb 


ſack, in the Superftition' and® Abſtirdi- 


ties, as well as Tmpieties of our Patents, 
of the preſent, as ' well as paſt” Apes. 
Theſe muſt unavoidably grow up'-toge 
ther with our Reaſon, - and 'improve 
with the Strength and Vigotr”of'our = 
Bodies { ſo that when we'arrive to'the 
Uſe of Reaſon, we” have not only na+ 


tive. powerful Propenſions,' but as vio- 


ent Prejudices to grapple with. ** 

Tn the firſt Age of the World, Where 
Men enjoyed the "InftruAins*of © our 
firſt Parent, the *Laws of Good and E-. 
vil, Virtue and Vice, were cleat and 
legible; the Stream was pure \and/ Un- 


arhred, when it juſt ifſued forth” from 


hf Fotmtain'; but by Tength of TraR, 


it gathered Filth and Mud; for ever; 
Ape © was. a Common-ſhore,” to6' trant- 
mit, alf its-Vices and- Irregularities:”-- 

© This was the caſe of theold Workd;as 
it is of a great part of this, at this'day ; 
of miiferable 17d5axs, as well-as hardned 
Aztediluvians; the Imapinations of whoſe 


o 


nually, 


» 


= ſeek after. the Lord, bf happily they 
'- -mieht + fr th ought, and find [454 


-ASAan indil} 
can T 


The, lat aduCkion. "Dp 
mualy,, and their Underftandings beiu 
feelings were incar ably. aar z Sg? 


Now. certainly, when, Men happen 


to: ba borg under; ſuch an unfortunate 
Climetez where, inſtead of living, they. 


ſeem-to. be buried in, an invincible Stats! 
of Igaoragce ; . how. is\it poſſible they 
canxyer: be reduced to a Senſe of Duty, 
or, a&Q, like-Men, 'or;Reaſoning Beings, 
> they are enlightned by the convin- 
Beams - of, Revelation? -Whillt 
cheir Minds are, encloſed. in this State 
IN 4x Darkneſs, no_ Wonder if in 
they ſhould grope 


you 


be. be. not far from. every one of0 + 90d al 


certainly, . if - the. Caſe - 04. lome--poor | 


Wretches jn the World, was ſo. deſpe- 
rate,r. that they might ealily muſs the - 
Diſcovery of a LO Evers it's impoſli- 
ble they ſhould form a of Laws, 


k Rule gh ray. c6l Who 


e. diſpute. the | Nega{ſity of a 
Revealed has ea when Mankind 


is/reduced. to- ſuch-forlorn and dilmal - - 


- - Circumſtances, any, more than ſuppreſs 
_ and. difown the furprizing Graces, and 
ETERk of &L. <. (55 
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$. 5. Bur further, 'we may' demon-: 
rate the Neceſſity of 'Revelation from 
certain Defes in Natural Religion,/ithat 
are'only to be ſupplyed 'by*Revelacion ; 
and by this means we ſhall confifmrand 
ſtrengthen the preceding Arguments. 
And firſt the Neceſſity of - Revelation 
diſcovers it elf in the Notion and Wor 
ſpipot a Gov: It's well known, though 
_ the Confideration of 'onr own Frame, 
and of thoſe things without us, may by 
the Light of natural Reaſon induce the 
Belief of a God; and, "at* leaſt 'give us 
an imperfe& Tdea-'of his excellent' Na- 
ture, yet certainly the latter is not-to be 
attained but by Men'of Thought and 
Obſervation: The unthinking” Vulgar 
are"ready' to reſemble the Godbrad ead by 
Gold or Silver, or Stane graven'by Ayr, 
#nd Mars Device. But after the niceſt 
Diſcoveries, that natural Reaſon ean pre- 
rend to, we can'no where find the God- 
- head repreſented in its true Graces and 
Perfetions, bur in the Book of Revela- 
tion. © Again, tho? Natural Reaforrmuſt 
diQtate,that God is to'be worſhipped) yet 
tocalculate the preciſe Way,and Mariner 
of it," ſeems' to exceed the Sphere''of 

its Activity : To worthip Godin a"ſpi- 
-rittal Manner by Prayer and Thankſfi. 


FN ving, 


The latreduttion: | 
ſeems extremely /reaſonab 
highly yer hay Rovarn -his;b Hala 


rg 


Nature; bat yn bag 
Torts Reaſon, -that 15.40 ND 
ſed in Senſe,-and zaſible Fes 


_ never-have: c us. mych RES 
groſs, and ſcan dalous Wa Rites 
of Heathen Worſhip. The mho!e Wortd 
in, theſe Cales lay in Ignorante and Super- - 
ſtation; and therefore the urly wad and 
Hoe of Cattony: to induce: 2 kigd 
Neceſſity bligation on 't0 
__ A Rehorm by: a revealed x. Wa 

Le Jerry zatiVe to Oe 
"bs Worthip- tures ſhall 'pa ny 
_ bin; and the a Determination: 
it, 'is rhe Bofingk f Revelation. 


The Neceſſity of Revelalipn *: 


| dantly. expreffed* in th : 
. k binds Diving Laws: TON — 
ral Reaſon: might infor m that 


wards/and. Pulhinegs are the (= 
rable-:Conſequents of the Obſervance, 


or: AINBOn's of Laws; ye It « can, meger 
pretend -to ſtate _the' 


hcl ec: and. ye ths ms he 
lute Ghar ect bag 
A 


f Laws, 0 ſecure an oc agree 
bis tothe. general Intention ,of *em, 


-It's the Prerogative of EO: Fs. 
CD41] yer 


\ 


FH 
Pd We {ke SI TRE $ 
the SovLand its m"_ 


lit: py, atureand ty-ofa. 
| The ure State : Tierra Vt TUNG 1ngs: 


bo dligion; a LAI 
and a. nice Thread * Thoughs Kin, 
advance a Gent; many. nob Sprntg 

'- yet we find _ Learned; 

| oP ſome of*em, as 6h kind of 


S, tather than effabliſh'd = 
c10 quamodo, inheret. jn, men 
iy res uoddams. Aaguriom. fi NE bor 
Re Oo Quelt. Lib. x. Tit-4-P-359-J 
A certainly. nothing, ; beſides: the ſpe» 
Communications of 710ml -could--: 
ſuch” weighty Points of-.Philoſos,/: 
phy: Theſe More! were only. ableto. fi-. 


Jence, the. Eternal. iſp Dis: 
I 4 


Wot wi views "cm but thro? 4 © up 
robe; but Revelation” 'preſents ,%m 
Fie#ro Fae,” The World in * theſe Caſes 
was like'the Men'of Sodom, ſtruck with 
Blihd! a fr the Door ; the the 
ty are the Beams 
foros hey as are only .power-. 
enough at once to melt off the'Scales, 
conve ey a full Ray of Light i 
5out: Irs Peonliar of the 


= 
tte. 


og he pris | 
wy es ren of Dſobelienc, and the tro 
Methods of fencing againſt him : Are .. 
nottheſe rnd ye ar our igheft.Im-. . 
porthace ? "Are" they not indi{penſab 
- to render us 'Fayburites 


Heaven, : ro ſecure Peace and Safety in 
chi! Words and/ to _conduCt us.to the.. 

te ha 'of \Happineſs:in another? - If 
th os , to diſpute the! Ne- 
Ra 


The Introdudion, \ 
ceſlity of Revelation, is'a greater Argus 
ment of the Iniquity! of our ir Will, than 
Judgments, ſince it 1s:not want of Eyi- 
dence or'Convidtion, but the weighrof 
Baſeneſsand Ingratitude, that ob = 
to reproach and quarrel with.our 
Creator for his ineſtimable Mercies, k 


$. Bnt further, anocher Argumentof 
the Neceffity of Revelation wwll- ariſe 
from the Myſphiefs, which the Fall has 
\ brought: 'op Mankind , in reference 
£0. i even Mg + _ an"! 
| Corruption- ufficient fignalize «it | 
_ -here it diſcovers its- o_ and 
EI able manner. 
For: dnl Complain of Mas 
Pap agrairtrr nn = har 
Aeritty Seat vo ther Aeon 


4 not able to ue vol Da _ _ 
VErs tO0- 
an ary i Heathen Moraliſts, the 


. - moſt improved Afecticks always con- 
| he rirowe rs. hare ker 
hey freely acknow at 

| cheir Aion fell infinitely ſhort of their 
- Informations, ortiic Liue of Duryj: Fhe 
'Orator-thas long ſinte-obſerv?d, - That 
the :wiſeſt: foes es "out the Greeks, as 
well as Latins : diſcourſe ''and 
write 


The Introdu&tion. 
write upoa Virthe after a magaiſicent 
Manner; 'tho? they ſhamefully miſcarrt- 
ed; where it was: to be reduced to/Pra- 
Qice'; Quibas cans facere nonpoſſent, los 
W -tamen & ſeribere bhoneſte & magnifice 
itebat. |Cic. ra pro,Ccelio,p. 448: Ed: 
—_ ©} So that it was not the Kpavery of 

onk Rab in filling the Heads of their People 
with falfe Notions of the Deity, and their 
Worſbip with fools A Rites; or 4m exelis 
_—_ taſon from having any thing to'ds 
Religion, that obſtratted the Pros 
gooſe or yr 5 41late Author on every 
uggeſted, ['See. Reaſonablenets 
of: Chri ianity,” P.. 257, 264.} bat the 
 Corruptions | hems Nat wwe, that ren- 
 Ared the beit Rules and Inſftrattions almoi# 
v/cleſs. But now, fince Mankind ſcems 
to be'placed -under- motaliTmpoſſibili- 
d -—- of aQting purſuant to the Lines of 
uty'; \ i abſolutely neceffary- ſuch-Pro- 
viſions ſhould bemade,as might putthem 
into a Condirionto bring their Attions in 
ſome Meaſure up'to the Line of Dury.- 
And, certainly, nothing les can-ſe- 
_— -great-a Work than a written 
Code,” and thoſe Merhods 'P 
has contrived to-enforee the'Obſe 
of -it, © By *this means rigs 
Thoughts will not;be engrolſed in'deep 
F790 Re- 


Ralayobes after the Line of Nuty;;'rand 
ntly a competent Share of, both 
har ry Bone in advancin AFts. and 
fend ae to. eatorce.the Prattice;cof'it 
By this meansthe Warld enjoys a, ſtand- 
ing Order. of Meg, by Divine” Appoint- 
went, whoſe Office. is not only'.to-pre- 
ſerve ao. Line of oo entire and uncor- 
rupt;. but: to preſs. and inculcate the 
rvance of it by all the Methods of 
- Perſuaſion. By ons means the; Over- 
tures of ſpiritual Succours areaſcertain'd, 
to.facilitate the Practice of Vartue; . 
prong where. fuch unenerind. _ 
. ON, GTIace are conferred, W 
be allowed to publiſh-hisown Coovacd 
ik aſuitable Obedience to, it, eſpeci- 
when the doing it 1s another AQ of 
Grace, and unſpeakable Condeſcenſion. 


--b. » Hs But to proceed ; the maſb ca? 
ent, to repreſent the Ne- 

ory. Ty evelation, derives-from.-the 
y.of 5 Mediator. It's abundantly 
ded, That.the whale World lieth in 
Mr eceawf (; we certainly carry the Secds | 
and Principles of. Sin about us, that will 
. bring forth Fruit unto Death: 'or, A Law 
in our Members. warring. again the Lay © 
of aur Minds,and bringing us into Captivi- 
ty, wo the Law of Sin. _ This 


The" Introlluftion. 
"© This'is\not a —_ ece of Sp: ritual: Cant, 
Fs Lins by ſeping 1 Leaders of an 


Uprbinking Herd, we have.traced it in 


ir's'Original ; for by one Man Sin entred 
iato the World, and Dtath by Sin. And 
cho? the Sin of this one Man may not be 
allowed to be the formal Sim-of the whole 
World ;yet- by Sher and Principles of 
Sig, enget this:Sin of one Man, 
and key; rowhorFs in him thro? the World, 


cannot'be denied. In this Senſe, at kaft, 


hong ed wpon all, for that all have 
fk No ener bhr have futmea, _ 
eo ir ure Glory of God.  In'this 
Senſe; the whole Race of Mankind were 
by Nature the Children of Wrath. - The 
Vengeance of Sin did undoubtedly:hang 
over our Heads, in a State of' Nature; 
and conſequently Deliverance ahd Safe- 
ty can only be cxpetted in a State of Re- 
velation;” For, nothing but God, who & 
rich "in Mercy, for the great Love where- 
with he hath loved us, even when we were 
dead in our Sins, hath quickned us together 
with'Chrift ; by this Grace we are Saved, 


Narutal Reaſon will inform us, That 


the Wages of Sin'is Death ; for fince eve- 


ry Sinner lies at the Foot of Infinite Mer- 
*the Methods of Redemption are 


©yy 
lodged in the Hands of God, to be eſta» 
blifhed 


. 


bliſhed;.as+he ſhall think - fit toi reveal 
. himſelf;-, If God intends a Redemption; 
infigitely more valuable than thatiDeath 
which. he' might have exacted/1nieve 
Man's Perſon, he may rightfully piech 
upon his own Methods, ;and eſtabliſh his 
own'Laws of Redemption. The 'Wyl- 
dom and Purity of his own- bleſſed Na- 
ture would induce him to contrivg-a 
Redemption ſuitable to the Nature: of 
the Punifhmeat, as well as Crime. He: 
therefore reſolved upon.a Subſtitute; or 
Mediator, and required Death for Death, 
Blood for Blood, even the Blood of. the 
Immaculate Lamb of God, a Sacrifice not 
only negatively Pure, but of infiaate in» 
herent Worthand Valye:: + or 
Tt was therefore abſolntely neceſſary; 
God ſhould communicate himſelf by 
ſome ſpecial Revelations. - The Conde 
tioa of Mankind was ſuch, that they 
muft. be eternally miſerable, without 
iome ſpecial Communicatians, and In- 
texcourles with their Maker ; and it was 
an Aﬀtoftinfinite Grace and Mercy;that 
God was pleaſed to make his Propofals 
to: his. Ofdpring, This, certainly, ift»- 
troduces4 freſh Covenant between God 
and Man : God' was obliged to- fignifie * 
all bis Propoſals of Grace and Mercy, G 
| hy rae - 


The * TnerodeFlinns 
the Riches of his Love, and conſequently 


'  irwas/nnor only extreamly fit, but.neceſc 


tary, that he ſhould give us anentire/Bo« 
dy of Laws, eſtabliſhed on expreſs San- 
tions ;/ ard-that theſe ſhould remain as 
inviolable Conditions on our part, to + 
blige him to make'pood all his Overtures 
nd Difpenſations. Thus the neceſſity of = 
Revelation /is eſtabliſhed upon a Train 
of Cauſes, and iſſues forth of the certain 
Frameand Poſture of Human Aﬀairs and 
Bxigericies, 'Tho' Natural Reaſon could 
inftrutt us'in/ the Line atone and we 
aRed with Ingenuity and Abilities to re- 
gulatg our Lives conformable to 1th; yet, 
im asmuch as we have been Sinners, no- 
thing leſs than'a new Covenant efta- 
bliſhed-in a Mediator, can entitle us: 
tothe-Þavour-of God, or that Happi- - 
neſsto which we were originally crea- 
red. - Let the” Dei# then ridicule the re- 
vealed Diſpenfations of his Maker, as 
loag as he-pleaſes, there's nothing, as 
yer, revealed, but what is wonderfully 
accommodated to the State and Condt- 
tion” of Human Nature ; nothing but 
what'a'Mind, that is not-grown leud, 
and wanton withLuft,willacknowledge. 
to be the Effe& of Neceffity, as well as- 
iafinite' Bounty ;- and he: that GER 
6 | | "mM 


k £ N # - - = - 
Ly —_—— _ dt dl a Dt... _— — i... WI " 
/ - 
- . 


terfere with a Law of Nature ants 


The Introduflion 
perſwaded, is embarked in the fame 


Doſe with the PſalmiiPs- Fool, That 
bath ſaid in his Heart, There is no God. 


4. 8. T hopeT have 1 in fome meaſure 
removed this mighty Objefion ; and, 
coroinlys nothing remains; but a ſhort 

Retvrn to the Ab urdity ty, which our Ad+ 


verſaries would throw upon us ; If Reve- 


lation, ſay they, were neceſſary, God muit | 
be . obliged to have publiſhed it $0 the 
whole Rare of Mankind, I'm per! 
there's no Neceſſity for. Th 


ded; 
; of 
| Art, to expoſe, or uncover the Þ aked: 


neſs of this ObjeQion. It's abundant! 

concluded, That Man is the Harbing erto 
his own Miſery ; ; and conſequently it's 
an AQ of Grace in God to; ſend Jver- 
tures of Deliverance. ' If he 'is*the So« 
vereign Lord of Grace, as well:in re» 

Jpe&t of the Time, as the Meaſure and 
Extent of it; there's no. Injaſtice in 
confining 1 it, either as to Time or Place; 


 Tr's ſufficient that he: has taken” compe- 


tentMethods for p pedernog his own Di- 
ſpenſations, ER he \Man» 
kind to the Conditions of it. UL Pon the 
whole then, Revelation is neceſſary, and 
yet this Neceffity does by io meg 


t0 It. 


Yd 


| The Reader js lived to make the ie fol 
lowing Amendments : 


APP and, line 24; Þ. 4- them, read Revelation, 6. 
24+ 1.16. omit of, of p +» 28. 1, 12+ omit if, Pe 29: L 25. to 5. 
of 0438 4d if, Þ- 39- 1-28. ad en 1D graved, 

L 12: werehe 5 P-46. 1. I2, Rev. r. Lev —_— 

rk, 1.22..ib. add there are after. and, ps 58; 25. 

enly after not, p89» 1. 11. Conſcientia r.C Conſcientia, p _— 

diflate vr. diftates, p.114 1. 19. Intruſion, Invaſion, p.13 5. 

L 9. add ay after away, Þ. 1361.9. omir-is, Patgo. 9. 

add as after well, p. 140. 1. 28. fromr. the, p. gr, 1. 26. - 

yet r- yes,.-P+ 161+ 1 19. omit tho', p. 169. 1.224 add his 

_ » Þ. 180. |. 1. Purim Es P» 12 5. 

I. 2. Natures 1. Nature, p. 242+ 1.3. omit, Þ. 254, 

In the Preface ſtand r. ſtands. 
Try the IntroduQtion, urea P- 2+ 1. 8... omit bis, 
 Þ-3. 1, 23- ——— r. re ow! for--mo1 r. -nloxy, for 

7 I. os o* r I$044085 I. Duoenrovs, Þ. I. 


I rot for Uanyuudyns I: v pes. for 
Yioruny Ir I. Yireey, 1 ys 1h. Emdcape es ; 
AAut Ie dans, fo 5 $o0pens, Þ. 1 1 £8 Ares 

PET »Þ» ue I, Author, p. 16. 1 «I I, 
r 19 ke8. omit toafter and, ſubmit- 

q p-16.þ. 20 21.07, ad g ſo_ L 
23+ His Obedience r.Diſobe Diſabedience, I'6. Þ+ 15. Omit al after - 
We;P- 22.9. Of r.0n, Þ. 24.1. 10. They r. park 9» 


Sk r. uf habetg, Weight f. height, ps : O- 
mir the of, P+ 44+ 1.20. | ; 


Fa. AA Mad 2 EET. ee mM LN EC OE ERR 48" #x@ 5 "Ei 1.28 
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THE. : 
G20unds and Foundation 
O F 
Natural Religion, 
ASSERTED. 
C564>.; 1 


A Law of Nature antecedent td Re- 
velation. | 


; N D firſt for the Divine Authga 
rity of « Law of Natare antece- 


K dent to Revelation, I ſhall ap- 

| BD. jeal to the Voice of Scripture, 
as an Argumietit to thoſe that own the 
Truth and Divinity of it. . For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the Law, do by 
Nature the Things contained in the Law, 
theſe having not the Law, are a Law unto 
A thems 


oy e Grounds and Foundation - 
themſelves ; which ſhew the Work of the 
Law written in their Hearts, their Con- 
ſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, and their 
Thomghts, the mean while, accuſing, or elſe 
excuſing one another, Rom. 2. 15, 16.. 
It's manifeſt when our Apoſtle _ us of 

a Gentile Law; -engr: onthe Heart, 
ME diſtinguiſhed froma Law of 
Revelation : For the Gentiles having not 
the Law, (no doubt the' revealed Law of 

and particularly the Jewiſh Law) 
are a Law unto themſelves. Tt was not a 
Law that reſted on Patriarchal Revelati- 
ons, ora Law given by Inſpiration, but 

a Law engraven on the Heart, peculiar 
to Heathens, or Men in' a pure State of 
Nature ; and conſequently no revealed 
Law. For by virtue of-it, they did by 
Nature (not Grace) the things contained 
in the Law ; that is, upon the Evidence 
_ and Convittions of Natural Reaſon, not 
on the Authority of any external Revela- 
tions. For whil# the Gentiles did by Na- 
tire the eh contained, in the Law, they 
ſbew the ork of the Law written inthetp. 
Hearts'; that is, they had a Rule of AQt- 
on, implanted in the very, Frame and 
Conſtitution of their Natures, whichan- 
{wered to all the Defigns and Tntentions. 
of a Law, or rather carricd in it Os. 
4 Os 


of Natural Relighttt Afert2. 
Pro as well as'Foree; and* 
cy of a Law : For the Work arid Ba - 
neſs of a. Law, is.to 
Good' and Evil, Juff an&Vn 


3 EY = 
re& us inthe Line'of Duty, 
enforce the Obſervarice of'ic by is 
Rewards ant Punithmedts ; and 'if 
Gentiles have this 4 Nativre, they a 
a ſtrit andpropet Pt nth o mM= 
ſelves, even without the Eneutrence t6f 
Revelation.” Indeed'the Af pdt 
ly repreſents the Force, Tye 
as walas SanQion of the F. - when! he 
tells us; rhar Conſcience Fre teft Y | 
to this Law, augagugtow; ahd, aSit\ 
confirms, and ratifles it as" a Ta\v,, wh 
Rule of 'AQtion; which” anf\vers* +6" rhe 
fiſt Office of Conſcience) by rhe Fear 

Sati&ion follows 
from the ſecond- OFIe of” Cool 
calld” ardv4it; which onfifts i int es 
arr: of © nr AZtions, 'to rhe 
and paſſi "Seritence i oh onitfety 
it; try r Thouzhrs med: while rr og 
or excuſin * one enother. "Tim the wor & 
it's manifeſt there is'7 Law of Nature, or 
a Rule of Aion Hou BY God', "by 
which he, atleaſt,” otigina 17 acl wa ih 
govern Vankind in cedcht to all poſi- 


tive Laws, whether Diviheor Hurhane. 
A 2 Nay, 


4 The Grounds and Foundation t 
Nay, it's not only a Law deſigned for | 
Man 1n his original Frame, but a Law | 
that maintains its Force and Authority, 
even in the lapſed State of Mankind. For 
it's manifeſt, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the þ 
Gentiles as they then lay (and all the | 
D World too) in a depraved corrupted | 
State, 'They were undoubtedly under a 
Law, tho? without any revealed Law, þ 
and that too, under the higheſt force and , 
efficacy of it : For the Apoſtle expreſly 
determines the caſe, For as many (of the 
Gentile World) as have ſinned without ; 
Law, ſhall alſo periſh without Law. v. 12. 
However, thus far it is indiſputably 
evident, that the Heathen World was 
under a Law, or an Indiſpenſable Rule 
of Ation,or Duty,and we areabundant= Þ# 
ly afſur'd, that it was diſtinct from any 
revealed Law ; ſince Scripture in other | 
places expreſlly fixes the Duties of Natu- 
ral Religion, 1n an evidence that reſults 
from the Works of Providence, the Di- 
Cates of Natural Reaſon, notin any re- 
vealed Traditions. ' ' Thus St. Paul, and / 
his Aﬀociate,. ſpeaking of the Gentile |. 
State , Nevertheleff he left not himſelf 1 
without Witneſs, (no doubt ſufficient to E 
' inſtruct them in their Duty) ## chat he 
aid good, andgave us Rain from Heaven, 


ana 


» 


 andfrattful S eaſons, filling our TOs with 


of Natural Religion Aſſerted. & 4 "MN 


Food and Gladnefi, As 14. v.17. And 
again, The Wrath 0 ves is revealed 
avdinft all uncodlinef ; becauſe that which 
may be known of God is mnifet in them, 
for God hath ſhewed it unto them. Por the 
wy things of him from the Creation - 

World are clearly ſeen, bein "ow 
yt by the things that are made. 
I8, 19, 20. I ow the lima Dr, Glow 
. mond appropriates this latter Paſſage to 
the Gno "ths, but againſt the whole 
current of Commentators : And indeed 
the Context, both before and after, car- 
ries ſuch peculiar CharaQters in it, as ren- 
ders it abſurd to fix it upon any but the 
Heathen World; Iffo, it's evident they 
are the things that are made, and Rain and 
 freitful Seaſons, that are Witnefles, and 
ſhew forth to us, that which may be known 
of God, 'or the lines of Natural Religion. 
| - Sothatthe Works of Nature and Pro» 
vidence areour Inſtruftors,not the Voice 
- Revelation; Here*snot the leaft Hy 
of any Traditional Conveyances, 
Works of Nature carry an Evidence 
in them ; but they are the RefleQtions 
of Natural Reaſonu ponthem, that draw 
_ the Concluſion and "ow a Duty from 
them ; ſa that whatever Difficulties, or 
A3 Ina: 


TENT, TR LAGS 4t-4 _ 


» 
- 


_ * Impoſſibilities ſome Men ms | fuggeſt 


T he Grounds and F nnd 


from the Imperfe&ions, and 


of Natural Reaſon in decyphering a ms 


of Nature, it's evident, the Sacred Ora» - 


| _ ſubſcribe to 1 
of them. 


cles have given it no ther Faundation or 
Original. And this is ConviQtion ſuffici- 


ent.tq ſilence all. other Arguments in thoſe 


e Truth and Divinity 


" And for thoſe that rcje8 it, I ſhall R 
purſuant to the Mind ofgur Apoſtle, en- 
deayqur. to prove a Law of Nature, im- 
DIARY 1 in the Minds of Men,as Rational 

TH. ar; nd.conſequepyly, or iginally de- 
ſign'd, as 4 perpetual.St Sanderdang Mca- 
ſure of their Acta 

'Fhis I ſhall endeavour to. perform { 
1H, By provi that Man i is natural] ws ba 


cogths cer, he can di the Sub: | 
Ag [4h 1m on And 
II Lo ubject- 
= _ Af true.apd w.,, eſta- 


bliſ don a conpeteny 4 Arthoei 


Ri ; by 0% 
ſceraing and; recaiving it- as. 
mane of God, 


/ "2h3" 


| 


S 
» 2 


tures, can of ' lives ence ie Powers 


Ef Natural Religim A Yertd.. 


$. 2. And 1#, "That Mah. j is by 1 Ne 


a Thinking, Reaſoni 
pra Th that an Order 6 


of Reaſon, ſeems to be a Propoſition, that 


carries its own: Vidence i in.the Terms of 
it. And to imagine a Creation of Ra- 
tional Powers and F ls, and that too 
aſcribed to an infinitely wiſe Creator, 


and denyan poem Power of exert- 
ing ht-rr fr ſeems rorefleft the high 
e 


Fo and Dil upon the Contri- 
Vance lo £ it 2's nc Free Infinite 


Powerand'V diſplay ing*emſelves, 
as we ſay, under th to. > purpoſe, o 
[zbouricg unde oh mperſeBi 
ons, rep eat Exemplar 


ofa cs Sr Ts. -; little elſe th 
unaQtive ſort of. Machin, 


. a ſenſ! 
whole £leFMs COTRy Os y og on foreign 


yr ulſes ; and the expre Image and, & 
eſentative k 4 glorious Creator, in one 


Ds baſer Alloy than the un» 
thinking B utes t] ut periſh ; Since theſe, 
in their 0 "Frame, were made to 


BY thoſe Powers and Faculties 
(90 ht fir toimpart to *«m. But Man 
ft by no means aCt like himſelf, or dir 
foay diy of his N; "ow Powers and Fa- 
A 4 culties, 


The Grounds and F andation 


culties, unleſs he has the good Fortune to 
be Barn. under the Influence of « ki/fut 
Tutor, and a polifh'd Education. But cer- 
tainly this 1s a ConjeQure void of any. 
ſhadow of Reaſon. For whoſoever con- 
fiders the ARtivity of the Souls of Men,(2 
| TITS I En) of univerſal ogg m ras 
approbation) cannot 1magine, en, 
even inthis State, ſhou? ; not be capable 


of perceiving, diſcerning, comparing, or 
thinking at. ll But. that we may pro- 
ceed with greater Clearneſsin theſe Mat- 


ters, let us endeavour to. ftrip Mankind 
of all the Embeliſhments. of Education, 
and turn *m into the pure Garb of Na- _ 
ture; and thereupon let us, for once, ſu 
poſe a Set of Men ſprijn "iig.up like Mufl 
rooms in an infant, an laced ip a ww 
peopled Iſland in their ny wth and 
vigor. Some, perhaps, in this caſe, are -_ 
1 fond of attributin the whole Produc 
of Humane Knowledge to the Buſineſs * 
Education, that they would deny 

the Power of exerting one Faculty Sn 
liar t to . Rational Being without it. But 
certainl iy this is a Notion highly impro- 
bable, if we conſider, that the great Rea- 
ſon why _ Infarit State diſfovers ſuch 
faint Glimpf es of Thought or Reaſon, is 
not {0 mucl from any treObſiruttitns 
in 
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_in the Mind, or an Indy n of hee 
dernnagacr ation, 3» LS 
but from unknown Indiſpoſitions 
Animal Part. For the Souls Ponce Fol be 


hy £0. IN throngh' Fleſh and Blood, or 

terial Vehicles, no wonder if they 
| dg not exert *emſelves till theſe NS 
+ _ throughly fixed and ſetled, that is, be- 
fore they arriveat a due ſtate of Matu- 
rity, or a ſuitable Diſpoſition or Tem- 
perament: And therefore were Men to 
enter upon the Werld under an exat 
| an rey of the Animal Part, it's high- 
| ly probable the Faculties of the Raticnal 
| +g wou'd _ _ with wonder- 


ny, vogpor and xpedition. . Indeed it 
confelsd, that Idea's will be 
collefted, and Principles ſetled ata much 
ſlower rate, where they are only, gain'd 
by a Man's ſingle Obſervation nd Ex- 
prrnes than where the InſtruQtions of 

rents and Tutors contribute tothe Im- 
provement, - By 
vations and Attainments of 


, and 


a Joy fixed and a the wa 
[6 
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the Mind lies under no. real Incumbran- 
ces or Eclipſes, 'it*s ridiculous to imagin, 


that it cannot exert itſelf by its own na- 
tive Light and AQtivity, inall its Powers 


and Faculties: and we may as well at- 
, that a Man would not walk. or 
perform any_ other indifferent. AQtidns, 
as a ſenſitive Creature , without Inftru- 
Qtion ; as affirm, that he cou'@ not think 
and exert all thePowers of Reafon, with- 
out ſpecial Inſpiration , "Revelation, or 
Inſtruftion, © Tr's viſible there are certain . 
Springs or Movements implanted in the 
Frame of Nature, that ſerve. to put all 
Native Powers and Faculties into their 
proper Motions : And therefore we muſt 
conclude , that a Rational Soul , or a 
Soul framed for Reaſon, mit aCt agree- 
ably to its original Fratne, and difcover - 
elf in ll Funds of "Thought 
s certain, re his Law 
| x ck 


— a 
 Self-preſervation , : and plcr- 
cing Senſe of Peaſe ag Pg and the 
meefſant Defires'of Faſe a Happanets 
which, ſtrifly fpeaking, arerather Na- 


raral Inftinfts implanted 


all Senfitiv 
'Faws ec 
gents, will -Terve' as fora 


. Moth ret Dri ings to 
very Native Power of Faculty, and 
farm: *en with fartable Objefts, as well 
as 

: as 


# 


* Powers cou'd form W 
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as prompt *em to exert upon %em ; and 
conſequently if Rational Faculties in their 


ae woes 


Impulle exert in rand Offices 


of *em.. And therefore, to have recourſe 


to the Inftance already given,” we may 
juitly conclude,that meer Salyages wow'd 
few Teri om Sg: and Words 
* TEW Interviews 

and: ' emſelyes to the 
ſecling of all the ents of roy 


and Knowledge. Pm perſwaded, few 
will deny , that fe Man br hs Yareral 


and Words neceſſari Tt: S 
Thoughts. * Fo conclude tis Ar 
then, SY teh , by a Law'of Crea- 
tor, is peculiarly fitted with Organs for 

Speech and Language, fo is he endue 

with Facultics of Reaſon ; and fince 
Ns and Funiios, oma oſt 5 
an we ma y al- 

wo in rs png bilieies ih exerting 

other ; and, in one word, 
the Wiſdom of God; to endue 
a Creature with Noble Powers and Fa- 
culties, and not put him into a condition 
to exert-*em. Therefore: we may con- 


clade, thatas Man, by A oxtve Endow: 
ment, | 


. 


FF 


NDS 
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ment, can ſee, ,and hear, and ſpeak, h& | 
can likewiſe think and reaſon, which is | 
the Firſt General propoſed in' order ta e- 
fabliſh a Law of Nature. 


$. 3. I proceed tothe! Second, which 
is tO prove That we' think and reaſon 
in a fix?d and determinate way. And 
inly this is a Truth ſo clear and 
evident,..that it does not admit of any - 
colour of. diſpute ; For otherwiſe I can- 
nor conceive why we may not queſtion 
the Perception of the Senſes, as well as 
that of:the Mind. The outward Senſes, 
in moſt Caſes, are a kind of PerſpeQtives 
_ tothe Mind: and the Mind muſt cer- 
tainly.. receive its Notices from the Im- 
Wa 10 which outward ObjeQs make 
upon them ; and if ObjeQs rhake an Im- 
prefſion upon the outward Senſes ſuitable 
to the Nature of *em, they muſt:do'the 
{ame upon the Mind too, . So: that the 
firſt A& of the Mind, that'of Percep- 


q 


rion, muſt neceſſarily be.regular, and un- 


alterable ; for 'tis a Faculty of: receiv 
of nd .Okieand 


of *em.; .inſomuchthat when & 
T rightly applied and attended tg, the 
Idea 5 as certain and unalterable, * Co- 

| | ours 


- 
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tours to. the Eye, or Heat and Cold to 
the Touch; But now, as the Powers of 
Perception .are 'certain and unalterable, 


' ſo are the Powers of Reaſon; at leaſt in 
_ the original frame of.*em. 


For. Reaſon, being nothing' but the 
comparing of two or more Ideas to gain 
a third, or form certain Concluſions and 
ecption  regtlar and rang, Bui 
Ception. 15 ty Kea 
muſt be ſo too; eſpecially where there's 
a due Application of the Objett or Idea, 
and atrention of Mind too. Indeed that 
the Reaſon of Mankind is fixt and certain, 
or aCts in a true and regular Sphere, is evi- 
dent from a Complication of Arguments. 

As 1#, It cannot be imagined why. 
Reaſon ſhou'd not be eſta —_ 
certain Rules and Meaſures,. as well as 
all other Powers of the Creation; a 
it's a_manifeft Reproach caſt upon the. 
ANT I to _; that the. 

AwWS Appetites of the Vegetative 
and Animal Part of the World ſhould be 
fix'd and regular, and that the Powers 
and Faculties of the Rational Part of the 
Creation a random kind of Ordinance, 
her precarious and uncertain. But 
then, . whoſoever allows God to be th 
Author of our Beings, God to — th 

. Stan» 


—_ 


T4 


-are removed, where Idea's or Objeas 
are preſented to the View of the Mind; 
_ and 24 Mind clofely attends' to em, the 
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Standard of Wiſdom and Reaſon, and 
the Reaſon of Mankind tobe an imme- 
diate Tranſcript of it, mutt conclude, 
that Reaſon iseſtabliſhed upon -fix?d Mea- 
ſures and Princip - . For = God is unal- 
terable 1 1n- all-:his Meaftres and Work- 
ings; his Widom and Reaſon: is'uni- 
form and inyariable; confiftent with it . 


Telf; and that Reaſon:he has imparted to 


any of his Creatures, and conſequent! 

the Reaſon of Mankind muſt correſj mo 
with all this in a lower degree or pro- 
portion, So thatwhereall Im 


Appearance of 'Things muſt be. the ſame 
pat" am ; I mean 1n every Intelli- 
gent Bei The Reaſon-of ane Man 
muſt be the Reaſon of every. Man, and 
the Reaſon of Men-muſt be the Reaſon 
of God and Angels too. This, perhaps, 
would-be allowed to:be an unqueſtion- 
able Truth, had Man-retained the Pri- 
mitive'Lufſtre and: Perfe&tion of: all his: 
OI _—_— 3:o0r were net a { 

uggeſted, andtrue ones di | 
by: the: Corruptions: and pr. | 
the Animal Part. But certainly-this does' 


 notdeftroy but Perplex the Workinpgs of- 


Rea- 
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Reaſon; it diſcovers the Tmperfottions 
and Difficulties, not the Uncertainty of 
Reaſon ; the Mind i is by this means of 
ten calPd off, and deprived of that Ap 

lication and” Attention, which is indi- 
| x penſably re in the Piifrion or of 
Things, particularly, in the Diſcoye- 
ry as welt as Obſervanc 
But when theſe 4? ſecured, I mean when 


there's a due Ap lication and Attcngion , 
maintain'd, "Reaſon will be. the ſame.10 
a depraved and de erate Sta AS It; 


was in a State of OCENCE. | ndeed | 


Pm perfwaded the. true,. Reaſon why 
Man Under ad te State. is ſo much 
 affeRted in his, 


lence and Exod 


itance of the Animal 
APE, by. the Mind 1s called 
from adi erating the true Nature of 
Things; anc d conſequently determins it 
conformity to. *em upon. any plauſible 
| Suggeſtions and. App es; or if 
has conceived true Idea's, yet. they are 
5 _ meaſure ſuppreſs'd and ſtifled 
Tops of Luf 


the Mind -in tis Stattſx abſolutely iſa- 
bled from dilcerning the true Nature * 
Things or Actions. The. SaJhes of the 


Animal 


"of all Laws.. 


ntelleQuals, 'is-the Vio- - 


nd ſhe carried. 
ming by th 33 hl petmires of. a 
attic” ut I do tot find, 2 


- : "—_ : »* 
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Animal Part are not always ſo powerful, 
but there are certain utes or Inter- 
vals wherein ſhe may attend to, and de- 
liberate upon peculiar Objects ; and con- 
ſequently compare and form juſt Conclu- 
fions, according to the Meaſures of right 
Reaſon : So-that we may, without Dero- 
pom to any State of Grace, affir 

hat we are not under abſolute I envi, 
ſibilities in Decypheting the Line of Du- 
ty by ſtrift Realonings, though we may 
be deſtitute of Native Strength, to main- 
tain an Uniform or Steady Practice. Thus 
much the Chriſtian Inſtitutions warrant 
and confirm, when tht Heathen World 
' is concluded under Actual Sin, and as 
many 4s have ſinned without Law z» are 
doomed to periſh without Law. For no 
one will be. damned for Impoſlbilities, 
But after all, ſhould we allow, thar the 
OEconomy of Reaſon,in this lapſed State, 
is very much ſhaken and diſfolyed ; fo 
that all our Reaſonings are very precari- 
ous and uncertain; yet. we cannot but 
conclude , that it was originally eſta- 
bliſhed upon fixed Rules and Principles ; 


and co ntly, that we were formed 
- by an Intrinfick Power and Efficacy, to 
exert every Faculty in ſuch a manner, as 


wou'd enable us to anfwer all thoſe a 
- '4 
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and Deſigns that God hath laid upon us as 


Men.and Reaſonable Creatures, -And 
this is ſufficient ro expoſe the Aſſertion of 
our Adverſaries, that will have all our 


Notices enter the Soul , as it were, by 


Chance, that is, by Revealed Tradition, 
Education, or [1 ray It's manifeſt 
they do not reject our Attainments of this 


kind upon the Argument of Native De- 
pravities, but upon the Argument of Na- 


tive ImperfeCtions : In as much as the 


Soul, being Raſa Tabula, is equally 


prepared to receive contradictory Im- 
Yreffions 3 and conſequently its Native 


or Inſtructions of others. - Upon the 
whole then, ſince it's concluded, that the 
original OEconomy of Reaſon is even (in 
a lapſed State) only vailed and ſully*d, 
not wholly detac'd ; we may ſtiltafttrm, 
that the Soul retains a Faculty of Think- 
ing and Reaſoning inan eſtabliſhed way: 
Inſomuch, that when ObjeQs are fairly 


Powers and Faculties imply nothing but 
- a Capacity to receive the Informations. 


'& & 


preſented to the Mind, and the Mind + 


dwells and deliberates upon *em, ſhe will 
ſill be determin'd according to the Na- 


ture, Properties, and Agreement or Diſ- 


agreement of the things *emſelves. And 


therefore we are thus far advanced to- 


B __ wards 
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wards) a Law of Nature, that 'we-arg 
' afted by a Principle which ſerves to ſteer 
and dire& us in the diſquiſition of the Sub . | 
jet-matter of a Law or Rule of Attion, 
and that too fuch a Rule as ſerves as a 
Law, not only to particular Perſons, but 
to the whole Species. For ſince it is con» - 
cluded, that Man is ated by a Principle 
that naturally Thinks, Perceives, and 
Reaſons, and. this Thought, Reaſon, and 
Perception is founded upon uniform Meas 
ſures and Principles, it muſt preſcribe in 
common to the whole Species, as well as 
particular Perſons. | | | 


$. 4- The next Inquiry is the SubjeQ- 
matter of the Law of Nature, how this 
ariſes, and is diſcover*d to us ſo as to form 
a Law upon. it :. And 1, To ſtate the 
Matter with greater clearneſs, give me 
Kao _ ry wi ri the ge 
already allign'd, that of Savages, pla- 
ced in be World without the Bas of E- 
ducation or Inſtruttion upon*em. It's al- 
ready concluded, that Men, even in this 
pure State. of Nature, are Thinking, 
Reaſoning Beings ; and it may reaſona- 
bly-be imagin'd, that the great Law of 
Slt-preſervation, or an inceflant Deſire of 
Eaſe and Happineſs,will bettobpony and 


OV&- 
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Movement to their firſt Thoughts and 
| Reaſonings. This, as has been already 


obſerved, 1s rather. a Natural Inftin&, 


implanted 1n all Senſitive Beings, than a 
Law given to free Agents. For every 
Individual, that is capable of Pleaſure or 
Pain, is violently diſpoſed to ſecure his 
own Preſervation ; and therefore thoſe 
Beings that are endowed with Rational 
Powers and Faculties, and: can "Think, 


Deliberate, and Examin the Nature of 


Things,will certainly turn the Mind upon 


*mſelves,and engage their firſt Thoughts - 


in ſurveying the Nature and Condition 
of their Beings. For without ſome know- 
ledge:of this kind, it's impoſſible they 
ſhow'd apply themſelves to the true me- 
thods of Self-preſervation. And hence, 


no doubr, ariſes the SubjeA-matrer of. 


the Law of Nature, For certainly all 
thoſe Laws, which have juſtly obtain'd 
the Name or CharaQter of Laws of Na- 
ture, are formed from the Confideration 
of Ourſelves, or which is the ſame thing, 


from the Conſideration of the Nature and 


Circumſtances of our Beings, compared 
with. thoſe things that are without us. 
That this is not a groundleſs Conjeture, 
the Rule of Social Virtues eſtabliſhed by 


our Blefſed Saviour, and advanced by the 
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beſt Moraliſts, ſufficiently atteſts : What 
ſoever you wou'd that Men ſhowd do unto 
you, do you that alſo unto them, Here's a 
manifeſt Appeal to ourſelves ; and conſe- 
quently implies a ſtri& ſurvey of our Na» |} 
ture; and the relation we ſtand in to 0- | 
ther Beings, as well as of our own Wants { 
and Neceffities. And certainly, whoſo- 

_ ever-turns his Mind and Thoughts upon 
himſelf, and. conſiders his own Frame 
and. Original, his Dependences and Me. 

| thods of Subſiſtence, will preſently fur- 
niſh himſelf with Matter enough to make 7 
up the Laws of both Tables ; thoſe we 
owe to God, and thoſe we owe to Men. | 
A little Thought will inftru& us, that , 
we were formed by ſome firſt Cauſe, ' 
who mult be infinite in all his Attributes 
and PerfeCtions : And as little Thought 
and Obſervation, that this firſt Cauſe 1m- 
planted certain Paſſions in our Natures ; 
{uchas Love and Hatred, Hope and Fear, 
and all the intermediate ones ; ſuch as 

_ Admuration, Tenderneſs and Compaſli- 
on, as well as Anger, Averſion and Fu- 
ry ; andconſequently we mult conclude, 
that the Author of Nature has adapted 
them to peculiar Objects, and appointed 
*em to {pecial Ends'and Purpoſes. And 


from hence we have a clear view of thoſe 
Du- 


” 8 Es he FTI 


CRIED he 
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Duties we owe to God ; ſuch as Love, 
Worſhip, Fear, Reverence, -Truſt and 
Dependence : For the conſideration of a 
Creator, and our dependence'on him as 
Creatures, will inſtruft us, that we are 
to devote the chiefeſt of thoſe Powers, Fa- 


' culties, or Paſſions he has implanted in 


us, to his Service and Honour, Again, 
for the Laws of the Second Table, the 
conſideration of the methods of our Sub» 


ſiſtence will inſtru us; that we are ina 


great meaſure maintained by foreign 
Aids and Succours, that we ſubſiſt upon 
the Art and Bleſſings of Labour, as well 
as Nature; andtheſe are to be carried on 
by Creatures that can Reaſon, Think, 
and Project as we do: And this will 
prompt us to Society, and ingage us to 
apply ourſelves to thoſe Creatures that 
moſt reſemble ourſelves,” and are moſt 
capable of ſerving or adminiſtring out- 
ward Goods and Bleſſings to us. The 
neceſſary methods of Subſiſtence , and 
the condition of our Natures will preſent» 
ly inſtru& us in the Rights of hn." + ; 

rae 


and conſequently give us a view © 


Necefſlity of Promiſes, Compadcts or In» 
gagements, and our indiſpenſable Obli» 
gations to maintain and execute *em. 
And from all theſe Notices reſults the 
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Law of univerſal Juſtice. We cannot kill ' 


noraffault the Perſons of our Neighbours, 
becauſe it's a wounding or:{tabbing our 
ſelves ; ſince it cuts off that Circulation 
of Bleffings we liveby. We cannot ſpoil 
or plunder the Goods of our Neighbour, 
becauſe that afteQs us in the ſame manner 
as that of Murther. 'Toproceed, hence re- 
fult the Laws of univerſal Love, Tender- 
neſs and Compafhon : For we find theſe 
Paſſions1mplanted in the Frame of our ve- 
ry:Natures; And where can we think to 
fix and exert them better, than on thoſe 
that contribute to our Subſiſtence ? This 
naturally begets a'Senſe of Benefits, and 
thoſe 'of Love- and Compaſſion. In a 
word, Self-preſervation ſuggeſts Self-love, 
and a Tenderheſfs, and Kindneſs towards 
ourſelves; and confequently it will 'exer- 
Ee the very ſame AﬀeCtions tothe behe- 
fit -of others. For ſince Love, Tender- 
neſs, and Compaſſion, are the moft pow- 
ertul Ingagements to link 'others to our 
Intereſt, and our Intereſt and Welfare 
reſts upon the Welfare of others; to be 
kind, compaſhonate and loving to 0- 
thers, 15 to be ſo'to ourſelves. Theſe 
are Laws recorded in ſuch legible Cha- 
raters, that the SubjeA-matterof *em/has 
diſcovered itfelf 'to meer Savages, 'that 

| = ſprung 
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ſprung up like Muſhrooms, . tho? there 
were No Relation as' Husband and 
Wife, Parent or Children, or in a word, 
were no way. allied or dependent bur b 
the common Conditionand Principles 
Humanity, Here needs no long Train of 
Thoughts, CO and DeduQi> 
ons, whereby the Mind under the high- 
eſt Improvements is often bewildred, o- 
verſet and confounded. The common 
Neceflities of our Natures and the condi» 
tion of our- Beings, forcibly dire& us to 
the diſcovery ; a fingle Inference will 

ive us a full view : So that were the 
ind left to her owa native Exercitath 
ons, before ſhe had contrafted a Bias 
from Example, or a vicious Educati 
they muſt unavoidably appear in ſome 
her firſt andearlieſt Reaſonings. - Indeed 
I will not affirm, that every one in this 
caſe cou'd diſcover the Subjet-matter of 
the prime Laws of Nature, in that Train 
of Thought, or from thoſe very Topicks 
and Arguments that are here cies. 
It's fuflfcient if they are natural and obvis 
on, and carry pers ers ſuitable = 
what they are apply*'d and are deſign 
to ent There _ a thouſand Ar- 
guments ſuggeſt the ſame thing, and 
therefore it 15 not material which way we _ 
; B 4 come 
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come by it. , That which is moſt conſi- 
derable is, that .it appears the SubjeQ- 
matter of the' Laws of Nature, lies upon 
the Surface, and offers itſelf to the firſt 


Dawningsof Reaſon : Ir isas fixt and cer- 


cain as the firſt workings of Reaſon (for 


both reſult fiom the eſtabliſhed Frame or 


Nature of Things) and is mixed with the 
prime Ends and Intereſts of our Beings ; 
and we muſt firſt change the Courſe of 


Nature, and new model the Creator as 
well as the Creature, and give new Fa-. 
culties, new Paſſions, and new Beings, 


before the Matter of the Laws of Nature 
can bechanged. [Thus we have advanc?d 


a conſiderable way in the Proof of a 


Law of Nature ; fince it appears we are 


ated by a uniforn Priaciple within, that 


isable to furniſh us with the SubjeR-mat- 
ter of Laws or Rules of Attion. 


0. 5. But now, ſince the SubjeA-mat- 
ter of Laws is fixt and determined, the 
laſt Requiſite to give any thing the Cha- 
ratter of a Law, 'is to eſtabliſh it upon 
a. competent Authority, whereby the 
Coynlels and Diftates of Reaſon are ad- 


vanced into andiſpenſable Rules of AQti- | 


on, . It*scertain Reaſon is the ſovereign 
Principle of the Man ; and conſequent- 


y 
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ly if ſhe pleaſes, may paſs an Obligation 
upon all her own Decrees, as far as con- 
cerns the particular Perſon, where ſhe 
preſides. But ſhe cannot paſs an Obliga- 
tion upon other Perſogs, without ſome 
binding Authority, that preſides over her 
and them too ; and conſequently cannot 
eſtabliſh a Law of Nature, which carries 


an Obligation, that extends to the whole / 


Species ; this ſyppoſes an Authority ſu- 
periour to that of particular Perſons. A- 


- gain, the natural Conveniences, and In- 


conveniences of things may engage us to 
embrace and purſue particular Dictates 
of Reaſcn ; but theſe Dictates of Reaſon 
may not be a binding, and indiſpenſable 
Rule of Attion ; ſo as to render us crimi- 


[nal in caſe we do not purſue, and im- 


brace them ; which is the Purport, and 
Buſineſs of all Laws. And therefore, be- 
fore theſe DiQates of Reaſon are to be re- 
ceived as true and proper Laws ; we 
muſt prove, that they are impoſed by a 
competent Authority, an Authority that 


has a Right to impoſe a Rule of ACtion. 


upon us ; an Authority that has a Right 
to impoſe the DiQtates of Reaſon as a 
Rule of Action, ang that this Authority 


| has aQtually impoſed %em as Laws, and 
conſequently, the Non-obſervance of *em 


mulſt 
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muſt bring Guilt and Pumſhment upon 
us. Thele are all Poſitions that muſt ap- 
pear in the workings of Natural Reaſon, 
before any DiQtates of Reaſon can paſs for 
Laws of Nature. Now this will abun- 
dantly appear by placing the Authority of 


\ Traws of Nature in the Author of Nature ; 


for tho? that which we call Reaſon or 
Conſcience, is the Law-giver, that imme- 
diately preſcribes, determines, and fixes 
the Obligation of our ACtions ; yet this 
is but a delegated Authority,derived from 
the Author of Nature, the very Author 
of Reaſon and Conſcience, and our very 
Beings too. So that Reaſon aQts þy the 
Authority of a Vicegerent, but the Ori- 
ginal Sovereignty derives from God, or 
the Author of Nature. Nataral Reaſon 
and Conſcience 15 but a Law-giver, ' like 
Moſes that delivered the Law to the Peo- 


ple ; but the original Authority is ſeated 
within the Cloud of Glory, and the Di- * 
vine Nature ; whoſe Face no Mortal can 


behold, and live ; That there is a God, and 


an Author of Nature, the conſideration of 


ourſelves'will abundantly evince ; and 
the Right of God's Authority in impoſing 
Laws, and particularly in afigning Rea- 
{on and Conſcience a power of giving 
Laws, cannot be diſputed, For he that 

gaVe 
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hath given Laws 'to the Waves of the 
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AVE us our Being, may rightfully af 
ign the Laws of our Being. "Therefore 
we ſufficiently prove the Authority of 
Laws of Nature, if we can prove that 
God, as our Creator, has appointed cer- 
tain Didares of Reaſon for an indiſpenſi- 
ble Rule of Action to Mankind. And cer- 
tainly this is a Pofition almoſtSelf-evident; 
for it follows from the bare' Allowance 
and Confideration of the Author of Nas» 
ture, If Natural Reaſon affures us that 
God made us, and not we outfelves, we 
muſt conclude, that we have the Strokes 
and Lineaments of Infinite Wiſdom ſet 
forth in us, - For, the Works of Nature 
and Providence, are no lefs an effeX of 
Infinite Wiſdom, than Power : For 2» 

Wiſdom hath he made thets all, And if 
It was Infinite Wiſdom that itudaced a 
Creator to give ns ſuch a peculiar Mo» 
del, whereby we are diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of his Creatures, the fame Infi- 
nite Wiſdom muſt intend we ſhould at&t 
and govern ourſelves by it, The Inten- 


tion of the Law-giver is as much expreſs?d 


reaſonable Creatures, ating upon Di- 
tes' of Reaſon, as by the Powers and 
Tendences of Inanimare Beings purſuing 
the Courſe and Order of Nature. He 


Sea, 
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Sea, that they may not paſs; and to the 
Sax that knoweth his $0ing down, Plal. 104. 
v. 18, 19. And ſhall not Man, the Glory 
of his Maker, and the proper Subjett of a 
free and valuable Obedience, be obliged 
by the Laws of his Creation ; and make 
that the Rule of Attion, which Infinite 


Wiſdom has made the Mark or Cha«» 


rateriſtick of his Being ; whereby he is 
diſtinguiſhed from the infertour Claſ 
ſes of the Creation, as well as Eviden- 
ces of his Creator's Honour and Glory ? 
In a word, ſince God perpetually as 
by the DiQates of Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, his own Inſtitutions or Ordi- 
nances are an indiſputable Evidence of 
his moſt ſacred Will and Pleaſure; and 
the Laws of all his Creatures are as am- 
ply recorded in that Frame and- Conſti- 
tution he has given em, (being all as 
much bound to a& by *em) as it he had 


_ recorded *cm on Tables of Stone. For 


*tis a, Record engraved on Nature, and 
conſequently will be preſerved as long as 
Nature has a Being. Theſe are Noti- 
ces that offer *emlelves to the firſt Daws: 
nings of Reaſon, or, at leaſt, flow in up 
on an Aﬀent to this fundamental Trut 
that we-are the Produdt or Workman- 
ſhip of an All-wiſe and Almighty Crea- 
tor, hd. 6, 
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$. 6, Bnt further, the Authority of 
Laws of Nature 1s evident from the Ends 
and Deſigns of Created Nature. | 

And 1#, As Natural Reaſon inſtructs 
us, That there is a wiſe and intelligent- 
Author of Nature, even the Author of 
that very Faculty we call Reaſon, which 
ſuggeſts thus much tous ; we muſt con- 
clude, that he neither gave Being to that 
nor any thing elſe, without annexing 
ſome ſpecial Ends and Deſigns to it. If ' 
therefore, to purſue the Dictates of rea- 
ſonable Creatures, can only ſecure thoſe 
Ends for which we were created reaſon-: : 
able Creatures, tht DiQates of Reaſon 
mult carry the Authority and Obligation 
of Laws 1n*em : But now ſhould we pro» 
nounce one ſpecial'End of Man's Crea- 
tion to be the Manifeſtation of his Ho- 
nour and Glory, and particularly the Ex- | 
emplification of his Wiſdom and Power ; 
it's manifeſt the only way to anſwer this 
Deſign, is to exert thoſe ſurpriſing Fa- 
culties God has beſtowed, ; 

Again, If God did create Man a rea- 
{onable Being to make him capable of 
Happineſs, ' ang, put him into a condition 
of attaining it ; It?s certain he deſigned 
him for Happineſs by implanting ſuch 

Iſle, 
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inceſſant Deſires after it ; and its certain 


there is no way of attaining Happineſf 
but by purſuing the firict Dine þ 
Reaſon. Happineſs can conſiſt in no- 
thing but the perfection of our Natures, 
or in a reſemblance of their primitive 
Model, and the great Original they re- 
preſent: And. it's Reaſon alone, and a 
courſe of Acton advanced upon it, that 
can exhibit this Happineſs in its true 
Lineamentsand Propartions. 
Ina Ward, Were Happinefs carried 
no further than the welfare of the Ani; 
mal Part; It's certain, that Temperance, 
that Friendſhip, that Generofity, and that 
Juſtice, which Natural Reaſon, from the, 
very frame and condition of our Natures, 
ſuggeſts and preſcribes, are the only In+ 
Nruments for ſecuring it ; therefore we 
muft conclude, ſince an At-wiſe and 4/- 
mighty Creator could not aQ Blindfald ; 
fince he afligned every Qrder of Creatures 
peculiar Ends, and eftabliſh'd a general 
End from all of %em ; and fince an All- 
wile Creator muſt be concerned to have 
' thale Ends anſwered, which he hath aſ- 


Hhgnd ; Reaſon muſt be a Rule and a 


Standard of Aion in all Reaſonable 
Creatures; withcut which the Ends and 
Deſ;gns of Reaſonable Creatures _— 

e 


Reaſon doasevidently declare the Intenti- 
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be attain'd. And thus we have the In- 


tention of the Law-giver evinced from 
the Ends and Deſigns of reaſonable Crea- 


# 


tures. | 


. &. 7. There is one Argument more that 
proves the Obligation and Authority -of 
Laws of Nature, and certain Diftates of 
Reaſon to be ſuch; and that is, From 
the conſideration of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments that flow from %em. 

It's well known that Rewards. and 


 - Puniſhments are an inſeparable Appen- 


Cage of a Law, and where. we are not 
only direQed by a lawful Authority, that 
this or that thing is to be done, but Re- 
wards are annexed to the doing of it, and 
Puniſhments to the omiſſion of it, or at 
leaſt doing the contrary, there the Au- 
thority is exprefſed and repreſented ; and 
conſequently the thing direQted is propo- 
ſed as a Law or Rule .of Action. -But 
now it*s already concluded, that thoſe 
DiQates of Reaſon which neceſſarily a- 
riſe from the Frame and Condition of 
our Natures, carry inſeparable Rewards 
in*em, and the Violation of em entails 
inſeparable Miſchiefs or Puniſhments up- 
on us; and therefore ſuch Dictates of 


on 
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on of the Law-giver, and the Obligation | 


of Laws, asif we were told it by an aue . 
dible Voice from Heaven : And thus we 
have aſſerted the Authority of Laws of 
Nature, being the laſt Requiſite aſſigned 
for the Proof of *em. And, truly, there 


. are fo many Arguments ſuggeſt it, that 


we may as well deny that we can Think 


by Nature, as be ignorant of the Autho- 
rity of Laws of Nature. 


$. 8. But, after all that has been faid 


concerning the Authority of Laws of Na-_ 


ture, 'fome perhaps will imagine that the 
Argumentsalready ſuggeſted, are rather 
the Improvements of Reaſon, under a 
State of Revelation, and the Diſcipline 
of a .civilized Education, than the Dit- 
coveries of Reaſon, in a pure State of 


Nature. T muſt confeſs, it 1s difficult to © + 


diſtinguifh the pure Efforts of Natural 
Reaſon from thoſe Improvements ſhe re- 
ceives from Revelation, and a poliſhed 
Education ; but certainlywe may appeal 
to Revelation itſelf, for the Authority of 


\Laws of Nature, and particularly that 


the DiQtates of Natural Reaſon are 'to 
bethe Meaſureand Standard of our AQti- 


on<. 'For, firſt, Conſcience” we 'know - 
is the Reſult and Decree of Reaſon ; and 


this 
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that we bahay the In 


Ge alragely ena Spbaey vo | 


tailing /Sin and: Guilt 'u 
» vento Eat poem and Un 


ſoever is not of | Faith is Sin';and cer 


tainly it 'amounts to. a, 
That if God has given no other Rule to. 
Reaſonable- but Reaſon-to a& 
- by, we muſt conclude, that Reaſon muſt 
j by Standard of Action; and conle- 
br Oblgna at's under an Indif _ 

able tzon of purſuing it,” unleils we 
we are not to exert Attions 


Ka pay our Nature, or that God has, 


not as induftriouſly diſtiaguiſhed- the: 
AQtions of Men from e of Brutes, 
as luis fouls ee) Sap 009 Ina word, 

whoſoever owns the Truth. and Autho-: 


jo of the Chriſtian Inſtitutions, muſt; ' 
athe Truth and Authority of Laws 


Nature: ;' for he, may. plainly read 


bac 


Chriſtianity ; _ the whole, OEconomy. 
of Grace conſifts.in reſtoring! the OEco« 
nomy .of Nature, and renewing that I- 
mage.of our Minds, .in which: we were: 
created ; or which is the ſame thing, in 


- a is advanc'd;to; ſuch. ai ablolves f 
Inftituti 


h in the great. End. and-;Deſign of; 
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even in ill 
the Citcumſtances and Fottnalities of a 
Law ; its a Law diſtin from the Law 

of Revelation, fince it _ and'is dif 
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Reaſon ;' ifs a _M -and rope Law, for 
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it contains the Matter 


per Law;.the SubjeA-matter 'is in aig I 


and deterrnind.. Tt has the Form of « 


Law, becauſe it determities what is to 
be dens; and. that too' upon a juſt and 
competent Authority, ad whien all this 
is pranred, it pives ts the Shiiohs of « 


Law; Emean Rewards atid Punifhthents. 


For 
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tural Rewards and' Puniſkifients that ac- 
company the Obfervance of ſuch Rules, 
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ginations of Speculative 
only the Lives and Opinions: of. Heathen 
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the Scheme,. and 1 paſſed off. he Rage 
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from ſuch Monſters, who Iam afraid 
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Earriings'to be a'point'o Duty to Man- 
kind: fn one word,” the Cruelties of 
Heathens'i is/no more att Argument that 


; Compaſſion, aind's Parental Care to- 
wards their own 'Offſpring. /- 

Doe 06 borſed/A Comte : F }Erroi 
ed on *the: Mi Fl by Example and 
Education, © The Cauſe and: Origin of 
Error already preſents us with the 
Prope Acad Hoe pee of Hamiane Nature, 
and nſeqtemity Ho how liable .the World 
1s to'be overſpread with Error. At 
leaſt Matter -of © Fat" informs us how 
wide the Adtions of Men deviate from 
the Line- of Duty, ſo that it may truly 
be faid of the Heathen World, That the 
TImaginations of their Hearts is to do Evil 
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continual. Certainly then, where 2 
Contagion extends itſelf not ps tothe 
Jucgments, but Pra&tices of Mankind; 
and not only corrupt Principles, but vi- 
tions Examples prevail in Pa jones, cs 
Sms £9 her 2 feep Minds of She 
ents will he deeply oy rs 
48 pernicious. Prejocices and 


ons. They are mpleved cl 


the firſt and Gale 1 efſions, .eveh 
e the Powers of o_ exert. "them 
ſelves. This, I am confident, is the.Cafe 


of the uncyltivaled Regions of Man- 
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ſon, before.:they arrive to a. Marnitity. in 
Body. Byt now, theſe things being 

aid together, and admitted; 1t's very 
unjuſt to reje&.the Divine-Qecanamy of 
Laws of Nature antecedent to Revela- 


' tion, becauſe the unavoidable Prepot+ 


Jeſſions of fome Men have carried .them 
beſides the Mark, ſo as to contradict 


the general Lines of Duty ; For, it's ap- 
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Approbation phic Allowagce; 3- Yea, ras, 
ther With an- Opinion; of . Vertue. and. 
ferit ;. to ſee whole Nations or. Tribes, 
Mc prin, yo God in the orld,, 
without any. Foot: Lot Worſhip, or 
Hang e's 2 TR 5 


So £0: fog 

commonly t00 are mad is bowixt Fre 
Fodetier ) ah pk: is. os ſomewhere or other 
flighted, and cond, Rs the. = 
Faſbion of whole Socieries of Men, 

ed by prattical Oj ;,. 4nd. Rule: 


ving quite oppoſite ; to others. . $. 10. rh 
Wa ryament drawn from all this, is le< 
. velled againit univerſal Conſent, and in. 
nate Principles : {For thus the Author, 
$. 9. Where then are thoſe innate Princis. | 
ples 0 Juſtice, Piety, Gratitade, Equity,. 
Cha ity ; or ,where is that univerſal. 
Conſent thts Fr ures us there are ſuch in- 
bred Rales? ] And. certainly. the. Argu-. 
ment ' carries the ſame Force: - 
Law of Nature, . and the. ezernal Di>., 
Ae: 
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| the Julginent' of 


The Gtnt; and Pieion 


ſtintions' of Good! and Evil: For may 
riot the Lititudinarian in Triumph” de- 
mand, Where is that univerſal Confedt, 
that aſſures us ner, _are Laws of Na- 
cure, or indiſpenſable effabliſhe> Rults 
of Mora orality ? Nay , to have recoutle th 
bis Methods of PL ſince conttaty 
Xical Principles are = by wt 
tions'as the avowet Rules of Living 
ſince gh it! fore attends the ri 


Righ feet Wis LF, 
ons of Good ah 10, IT. 
Cerrainly theſe are Dedu#ions as ENT 
47d cogent, as thoſe wy irinate thct- 
tes: T ark fire thi {s for ſuch in 
en'that careſs 
y.. Lock's Dottrine coir Innate 
Teas, finice he is not content to Fn 

all innite raftical Shop, ine Fv bur aig 
n6 other Foundation or Original 
Ciiftorj, Education, .the rerflition o 
2 Nurfe, or the Frachotiry of an Olf 


| Woiinat. See F$. 22, 23,.20. This Ai 


thor, it a Letter to the Fart 
of Woe 


pe obſerves,” That the F, ourda- 
elipion, and Sree Moyalt- 


d in the Belief of 4 
on Goa, 


ton of 
ry," rofrn e 
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(od, no. Arguinents that are made uſe 

to work the, Perſwafion of a God, 

oid be invalidated, page 113, 114. 
And, certainly Reaſon ſbould have obliged 
 Bim, to have uſed the ſame Caution, not 
only in invalidating Arguments that are 
atoanced to prove 4 Law of Nature, the 
true ground of Morality ; but in advancing 
Arauments that do not more dirtly deſtroy 
che Dori of innate Ideds, than « Law 
of Nature. It's true, were the Doitrine 
of" innate Tdexs, or prattical Principles no 
way to be diſproved, but by ys ng the 


o 


Conteipt of univerſal Conſent, the Method 
had been very pardonable ; but this Aathor 
confeſſes, that were the Argument admitted, 
tt proves no Idea or Principle to be innate, 
| B. x. Cap: 2. $. 3. And therefore I am 4- 
fraid he was- atted by no good Deſign, ta | 
muſter up all his Forces againit an Argu- = 
ment that does him no'Diſſervice, eſpecially 
when his Methods of attacking it, are more 
fatal again# the whole Body of Morality. 
Biit to make ſome Returns to theſe Ha- 
rangues, I ſhall not now conſider how 
far practical Principles may be faid. to 
be mnate, this will fall. in its-proper 
place; bur I think we have no reafo 
fo caſhier the' Argument of univerſe 
Conſent, which if there” is. any ſuch 
thing 
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_ thing, muſt be a conſiderable Evidence of, 
*.,- a Law of Nature, and the irreconcila». 
-. - ble DiftinCtions of | 

_ - firſt, I think Mr. Lock needed not to 
have ſent us to Africa and the Indzes, to 


Good and Evil. And 


-- the moſt rude and uncultivated Parts of 
/the World, to explode the DoQrine of 


an univerſal Conſent, as to Chaſtity, 
rg and other moral Vertues. 
For the ſacred Canon, if he will allow 
it -to be Authentick, would have fur- 


_ ==. niſhed. him with national Enormities 


=: that were as much the Faſhion of their 


- Countries and the approved Rules of 


+ - Living, as any he has produced. Did 


. See Rev. 18. Exzek, 2 


- not the ſeven Nations praiſe the vileſt 


Inceſts, was it not a piece of Devotion 
to ſacrifice there Off-ſpring. to Moloch, 
;. and in a word, 
to praQtiſe a thouſand Abominations ? 
As for particular Nations that had not ſa 
much as a Name of God (if in reality 
there were any ſuch) Ithink they were 
not - more remarkable, _ than thole that 
had not God in all their Thoughts, And 
when the vileſt Immoralities are produ- 
ced with a national Eſteem and Appro- 
bation, I think they are not worſe than 
thoſe Sr, Paul has charged the Hea- 
then World with, in more places than , 

8 ' one, 
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one, who being pait Feeling, have given © 

pred rod over FA Laſeiuice nef, A 

all Uncleanneſiwith greedineſs. [See Epheſ 

4+ V. 18, 19. Rom, 1.v. 20, 25.] and yet 
I think: there can be no juſt Authority 

againſt an Univerſal Conſent, asto Laws 

.of Nature, or PraQtical Principles. If 

this were fo, Univerſal Conſent may be 

as well rejetted inthe Proof of Rational 

Faculties, or at leaſt in the Eſtabliſh» 

ment of Reaſon and "Truth upon any cer- S 

tain Foundation ; and conſequently they «+ 

are to be reſplved into meer Chance or 

Fortune : for the'ContfadiQtions (recor- 

ded by St. Pay) to the plain Rules of 

ity, are as abſolute Contradifti- 

ons to the: Allowance or Suppolition of - 

Rational-Faculties,and the natural Frame 

and Foundation of Reaſon, as they are 

to Laws of Nature, or the natural Fea- 

tures of Good and Evil. - The Mi 

I think, is obvious from a very few Con- 

{iderations, tho? God has implanted Fa- 

culties of Reaſon, which, if rightly ex- 

erciſed and applied, will diſcern Things 

as they really are, and pronounce certain 

Matters or "Things, indiſpenſable Rules 

of Action: Yet, ſince there's a. fatal Bias 

on our Natures, and theſe Faculties dq x 

. not AQ neceſſarily, nor are Things al- ds 

D ways 
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ways duly preſented to their View,nordo 
they yield a due Attention to *em ; No- 
tions may be imprefled, that may almoſt 
overturn the very Frame of Nature, or 
deſtroy the natural Appearances of Good 
and Evil, Vice and Vertue; and there- 
fore Men-may by-the Bias of Education, 
Cuſtom, and irregular Appetites, come 
to eſpouſe the moſt horrid Impieties, for 
Heroick Vertues; may praQti e the groſ- 


\ feſt Enormities, not only with Appro- 


bation, but an Opinion of Merit. Pm 
ſure Chriſtianity ſuppoſes little leſs, 
when we are atlured of -Seared Conſci- 
ences ;. when the Mind, or Under ſtandings, 
as well as Conſciences,- may be defiled, Tit. 
I. ; when the Underſtanding may be 
darkned (to that degree) as to be pa## 
Feeling, and to give us up to work all On- 
cleannefi with greedinefſſ9, Andin a word, 
when we are inſtructed that Men may 
be abandoned by God, and conſequent- 
ly may be given up 70 walk in the Vanity 
of thetr Minas, to vile Aﬀettions, and to 
work all Uncleanneff9. This may be the 
Caſe of private Perſons, and of -publick 
Societies too ; and nodoubt it is the Caſe 
of the miſerable 1-d7ans at this Day, as it 
was once of the Seven Nations. And 
when ſuch invincible Ignorance and Im- 
piety 
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piety has over-ſpread a Land, and is be- 


come an eſtabli Rule of Life to Pa«- 


rents, Governours and Tutors, it muſt 
(without ſome diſtinguiſhing Overtures 


of Grace) be entailed and tranſmitted to 


Poſterity. But yet for all this the Argu« 


ment of Univerſal Conſent, as to Laws 


of Nature and eſtabliſhed Rules of Mo- 
rality, cannot juſtly be Arrained, we 
may as well queſtion Maa to be a Rea- 
ſonable Creature, at leaſt on;the Autho-» 
rity of Univerſal Conſent, becauſe there 
are ſome Fools and Ideots ;' or a Crea- 
ture of Symetry and Proportion, becauſe 
there are {ome Monſters in the World ; 
,as argue againſt an Univerſal Conſent, 
| becauſe the Barbarity of ſome. Nations 

contradict it. It's true, Mr, Lock en» 
deavours to take off thaforce of the Argu- 
ment, ſince he ſeems to call the Judg- 
ment of other Nations, that have pre- 
ſerved the great Lines of Laws of Na- 
ture, the private Perſwaſions of a Party ; 
whilſt we eſteem *em the only Diftates 
of Right Reaſon, B. x. Cap. 3. þ. 20, But 


I hope thoſe vile Practices he has. tran- - 


ſcribed from thoſe that only retain the 
Figure of Men, are not to paſs for the 


Diitates of Right Reaſon, nor they the - 


Men of Right Reaſon : And conſequently 
7 D 2 their 
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their Votes or Opinions are not. to be 
received _ that Univerſal Conſent 
we contend for, for certainly, when we 
appeal to Univerſal Conſent, we cannot 
be ſuppoſed to appeal to Monſters, A- 
poſtates, ReProbates or Devils ; and yet 
there may be whole Nations that will 
fall under one of theſe CharaQters. A- _ 
gain, It's poſhble that natural Powers 
and Faculties may be ſo far abuſed, as 
to loſe their native Vigour and AQi- 
vity ; ſo that Men may live in a State 
of Inconſ1Jeration and Thoughtleſſneſs, 
and become as Ignorant and Careleſs of 
every Thing, but what the Example and 
Cuſtom of their Country ſuggeſts, as the 
unthinking Brute that periſheth. And 
this may, be the caſe of Tribes of Men as 
well as private Perſons, and no doubt is 
the caſe of the uncultivated Negro's ; and 
therefore it would be highly abſurd to 
take in their Judgments and Opinions, 


to make up that Univerſal Conitnt we 


contend for. 


$. 2. Upon the whole then, when we 

have recourſe to Univerſal Conſent, for 

the Proot of a Law of Nature, it only 

implies an Appeal to thoſe Nations or 

Feople, rhat in the Judgment of impro- 
Vc 
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ved Reaſon, have paſſed under the Cha. 
racer of Poliſhed or Civilized ; or that 
have been juſtly ſuppoſed in ſdme mea- 
ſure to have exerted thoſe Powers and 
Faculties in Thought and Obſervation, 
which God has implanted in the original 
Frame and Conſtitution of Mankind. 
And certainly we have always had the - 
Jyat Conſent of ſuch'Nations, for moſt 
of thoſe Rules and Precepts, which, in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe, are eſteemed Laws of 
Nature : Pm fure they have ſignified or 
declared it in the moſt 'unqueſtionable 
Way or Manner ; Inasmuch as they have 
been ſelected for the general Subject of 
civil Laws, and the Practice of *em en- 
forced by certain civil Penalties or SanQi- 
ons. And certainly this is the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gument or Preſumption for Laws of Na- 
ture that may Be, ſince we cannot ima- 
gine, why diſtin& Nations and Societies 
of Men, eſtabliſhed upon different Max- 
ims and Rules of Policy, as well as Mo- 
dels of Government, ſhould conſpire in 
the hey were by of ſo many Laws; - 


unleſs they were by the Light of Reaſon 
diſcoverable to Mankind, as indiſpen- 
{able Rules of Aftion. And thus I hope I 
have ſatisfied the Demands of all rea- 
ſonable Enquirers, in proving a Law | 
| Os 7 0 .*. 
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of Nature antecedent to Revelation, or 
politive Humane Laws. 


— —— 


( 4 P. TV. 


Refielions on ſome Paſſages im the 
Conference with a Thei$t, Part 24 


$. x. Aving in ſome meaſure drawn 
the Line, and laid the Foun+ 


dation of natural Religion, or Laws of 


Nature antecedent to Revelation, I can- | 


not but diſcover my DiſlatisfaQtions with 
the Opinion of a late Author, that pla- 
ces the Whole of natural Religzon in the 
Authority of Revelation, that will allow 
it no other Original but Revelation, and 
no-. other Means of Cdnveyance and 
Preſervation, but Oral Tradition. [See 
Conference with a Theiſt, Part.2. Page 
32. 36.] Indeed this ſeems to be a Nott- 
on advanced without well conſidering the 
Nature, Probability, or Conſequences of 
it, For firſt, the manner of its Convey- 
.ance by Oral Tradition (which this Au- 
thor was forced to admit of) ſeems to 
expole it as a groundleſs Conjeure. I 


know he endeavours to remove the __ 
- ; n 0) | 6 
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of this Argument, by telling us, That che 


Duties that paſs under the Charatters of 


Laws of Natare, are ſo natural to the-Un- 
derftanding, ſo eafie ro be embraced by it, 
' a4 upon x v. al ſeem ſo to be extreaml 
Ufefal to Man 

fo, and can never be miſtaken or forgot, 
Pp. 36. And conſequently there was not 
the leaſt neceſſity of any written Re- 
cords, But certainly this is a Confefſion, 
which if well conſidered, ſhould have 
direfted him to the very Notion he la- 
bours to expoſe, For if Laws of Nature 
are ſo natural and obvious to the Under- 
ſtanding that they muſt be aſlented to, 
he -might very we!l have allowed that 
their extream Uſefulneſs to Mankind 
would have prompted and enabled Rea» 
fon to have made the Diſcovery, with- 
out borrowing the whole from- Revela-. 
tion.;' Certainly, if Reaſon, by its own 
intrinſic Light and Attivity, could not 

- 


go thus far; he muſt ſuppoſe the Souls 
of Men, tho God's expreſs Image and Re- 
prefſentatives to be the moſt unperfe&, 
impotent Parts of the Creation, Bur 
then that Laws of Nature are not ſd eaſfi- 
ly aſſeated to, ar can never be miſtaken 
or: forgot , I ſhould have thought his 
own Remarks upon the Lives and Do« 


D 4 Arines 
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Arines of Philoſophers, and in. a word, 
on the Manners and Notions of the Hea- 
then World, had been a ſufficient Con- 
futation, Moſt of theſe, we muſt ſup- 
poſe, received ſomething from his ima- 

inary Line of Tradition, and therefore 
lince: he has made *em fo baſely to-per- 


vert the Rules of it, he might have juſt- 


ly concluded that Providence, whoknew 
well what was in Man, muſt have judg- 
ed it neceſſary to have inculcated Laws 
of Nature, either by frequent 'Vifions, 
or- committed them to Writing, as well 
as the other parts of his revealed Will. 
And therefore his own Obje&ion ſeems 
to ſtand good: againſt him, on his own 
Principles : That Tradition is not. ſo pro- 
per 4 means to convey Morality by to Man- 


ind, becauſe of its liableneff to Corrupti- 


on, and that it would: have been more ſen- 
fibly vitiated than we find it is, had it de- 
ſcended by this Method, And truly the 
Qbjection carries - force in it, for were 
Humane Reaſon ſo deſperately Impotent, 
as the Pifture he ſeems to have preſented 
the World with, repreſents ; I cannot 
conceive what Service a. few blind Oral 
Traditions would have done to preſerve 
the leaſt Footſteps of Morality. But to 
examine the Truth of- the Con _ 

is | under. 


» 
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the Indian, Indeed it's very notorious 
the Regions of the Izdjan World are re- 
duced ta. the loweſt Ebb of Humanity, 
and jodFed under the grofleſt Cloud of 
Ignorance, there being not much left bur 
Humane Shape to introduce a 'Thinki 
Mind to. believe they are endued wit 
Humane Souls. But as for thoſe ſmall 
Remains of Morality, were they to ſub- 


mit to a ſtrict Examination, I'm perſwa- 


ded, we ſhould hardly find them Re- 
ſolving *em into the Advice or Com- 
mands of their Fathers and Grandfathers, 
or pretending a Succeſſion from the great 
Parent of Mankind, . Adam. This is cer 
tainly an, Agcount as unknown and un- 
thought of, as native Inſcriptions, or a"R4- 
tionale founded-ina large train of Conſes 
quences. But yet tho? *tis ridiculous to i- 
magin that ſich literate Mortals ſhould 
reſolve every Term or Notion into: its 
Simple Ideas, (eſpecially ſuch as a late Au- 
_  thorhasprojetted) yer I do notqueſtion, 

| but they would offer at ſomething from 
the Intrinſic Nature of the things them« 
ſelves, that would determine and engage 
their Choices ; ſomething that would in 


ſome meaſure beſpeak them Men,. and 


| 5 
under the Inſtance he has given, that of 


Reaſonable Creatures. Twill grantthat 


Opt 
vt 
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Cp as well as Prattice may be often 
eſtabliſhed upon Cuſtom and publick Ex- 
ample, without accounting for the Na- 
ture, or Reaſon of the Things themſelves. 
But then Cuſtom conduQs us toiſome 
Original that is not very remote, where 
we may-find it eftabliſhed on the higheſt 
Convictions and Evidences of Reaſon; 
and it may be no leſs than what are ſuf- 
ficient to eftabliſha Law of Nature, But 
it ſeems highly abſurd, that the whoke 
Body of Laws of Nature, or the indi- 
fpenſable Rules of AQtion to Mankind, | 

ould reft. upon no. other Foundation, 

but a few Inftructions delivered to our 

Firſt Parents; and theſe tranſmitted thro? 

all the Periods of Time, anchall the Revo. 

| Intions of States, and Kingdoms'into all 

the Corners of the Earth, upon the volu- 
| tary Reports of thoſe that lived before us. 
As for the Caſe of the poor Indians, Pm 
abundantly fatisfied, they are ſo little ſen- 

_ ſible of any Conveyance of this Nature, 
and ſuch inſtperable ObſtruQtions againſt 
the Succeſs, or Preſervation of it ; that 
they might, on this acconnt, juſtly plead 
invincible Ignorance to every Law of 

. Nature, . and conſequently free *cmſelves 

from that ſevere Sentence of Periſhin 

" without Law, becauſe they really Sznne 
| withy _ 
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without the leaſt A appr fion, or Cox- 


ſcience of « Law. Thus far as to the Im- 
ability of the Conveyance oy Oral 


radition. 


$2: I ſhall, in the ſecond place, of- 
fer ſomething, as to the Truth of the 
| Poſition, that Laws of Nature take their 

Riſe from Revelation. | 

And firft, T think it manifeſtly con- 
tradiats the revealed Canon. And for 
this, T ſhall refer this Reverend Author 
| tothe Arguments I have advanced from 
Scripture, and particularly to the Paſlage 
he has cited, and my y Expbcion puUr- 
ſuant to the whole Body of Commenta- 
_ tors, and the beſt Modern Divines upon 

it. "Indeed, he would make the World 
| believe, he has taken off the Force of 
it, and eſtabliſhed his own Notion by 
a 'parallel Text of Scripture : And theſe 
Words, which 1 A thee this Day 
ſhall be in thine Heart, andthow ſbalt Teach 


them diligently to thy C hildren, &c, Dent. 


6.v.6,7. Whereas, It's manifeſt, the 
holy irit ſpeaks of Laws Revealed and 
Recorded, and the writing in the Heart 


implies nothing but a treaſuring **m up 


in the Mind, a Commitment © them to 
- the Memory ; ; and, ina | Wore, — 
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" but what the bleſſed Mother of our Lord 


did on another Occaſion, when ſhe laid 


wp bis heavenly Sqjings in her Heart, It © 


expreſfes a Duty incumbent upon us to 
commit the Laws of God to our Minds 
and Conſciences, td rivet *em in our 
Hearts and AﬀeCtions, ſo to Meditate up- 
 onthem, that we may perform and keep 

them, and inſtru@ others in them. But 
the Epiſtle to. the Romans expreſſes a 


quits different thing. It exprefſes a Law 


iſtint from a Revealed Law, and 


fixes the DiſtinQtion in the different 
manner of Promulgation, on the Ta- 
bles of the. Heart ; fo that if *tis nor 
done by native Inſcriptions, it muſt by 
natural Powers and Faculties. Bur fur- 
ther, the. Canon of Scripture does not 
only 'pronqunce this Notion falſe and 
- groundleſs, but, I preſume, it has been 
m ſome meaſure demanſtrated to be ſo. 
For, if Man 'is originally endued with 
ſuch Faculties, as by 'a native ACtivity 
can exert *emſelves in the Diſcovery of 
Laws of Nature, there can be no Foun- 
dation for ereQting an uncertain Scheme 
of Oral Tradition, | I 


$. -3. But to proceed to the Conſs- 
quences of this Poſition, 


And © 
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And firſt, It's very well known, the 
Patrons of this Notion dire&ly overturn 
the received DiſtinCtions of Natural, from 
Revealed Religon, and Natural from Po- 
firive Laws. The Diſtinftion was al- 
ways founded in the different Origin of 
 thele Laws. The latter being given by 
ſpecial Revelation, but the former diſco- 


'  vered by the Workings of Natural Rea- 


ſon. - But now both muſt derive from 
Revelation ; and conſequently there can 
be noother DiſtinFtion, but what may be 
among written Revealed Laws: in as 
much as one Revealed Law or Precept, 
in its Intrinſic Nature, may be better - 
| adapted to the View and Perception of 
Humane Underſtanding than others ; or 
at leaſt no other Diſtin&ion, but whar hes 
between Oral, and Written'Traditions. 
But to conclude this Argument, This 
Notion ſeems to ſhake or overturn the 
eternal Diſtintions of Moral Good and 
Evil, founded in the very Frame and 
| Nature of Things, together with the 
OEconomy of Natural Conſcience. For, 
it's manifeſt, it weakens the Authority 
of Natural Religion, by placing ſuc 
important Laws and Precepts upon the 
ſlender Credit of Oral Traditions. In- 
deed there are ſo many Difficylties _ 
<A 
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Improbabilities in tranſmitting a Body 


of Laws, through all Parts of the Habi- 
table;World, by Oral Traditions, as are 
ſufficient to ruine the Credit of the Hy- 
potheſis ; and when this is done, the La- 
tudinarian has the greateſt Advantage gi- 
ven him,. to reſolve the Whole of Natu- 
ral Religion into Cs/fox: and Education : 


' Theſe are Conſiderations ſo obvious and 


clear,as might have given anearly Check 
to the Notion, unleſs more cogent Ar- 
guments and Authorities had diſcovered 
themſelves, than have been hitherto pro- 
duced. However, now, I preſume, the 

may obtain their due Effect, and though 
they have been offered with a great deal 
of Freedom, yet I hope this will not ob- 
ſtruQt their Admiſſion, where they car- 
ry an, Evidence ſufficient to make way 

or it. 


CnaP; 


\. oftheLaw-gwer, entirely depend on the 
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GuHaP. V; 


| Of the Diſtinction of Laws of. Na- 

ture from Poſitive, - or Written 
\Laws, an1 whether they are In- 
nate. 


f. 1. Y Proceed, .in the next place, to 
fix the Diſtintion of Laws of 
Nature, from Poſitive, or Written Laws, 
and conſider whether they are Innate or 
no, 
And firſt, The DiftinQtion of Laws of 
Nature from Laws which, in the ftrit- 
. elt Senſe, paſs under the Name of Re- . 
vealed, is clearly viſible.” For in Laws 
of Nature, as well the Subject-matter, 
as the Authority of the Law, or the | 
Mind, and Intention of the Law-giver 
it, -are diſcoverable by the Powers 
and Faculties of Natural Reaſon. Where- 
as, in' Revealed Laws, (I mean ſuch as 
in the higheſt Senſe are {tiled Revealed) 
both the Subje-matter, and Intention _ 


expreſs Will and Pleaſure of God, If 
there's 


64 
. ft in fixing the preciſe Diſtintion be- 


The Grounds and Foundation 
taere's any Difficulty then, it will con- 


tween them, and Human Laws, For 
its certain both are to be eſteemed the 
DeduCtions and Decrees of Right Rea» 
fon. But, I think, they are chiefly to 
be diſtinguiſhed from the SubjeQ-matter 
of them. It's indeed the'Work of Na- 
tural Reaſon to diſcover, and fix the Sub- 
jet-matter of theſe Laws ; but the Sub- 
zet-matter of Laws of Nature 1s often 
vaſtly different from that of Civil Laws; 
For the Subjet-matter of Laws of Na- 
ture ariſing from the original Frame and 
Condition of our Natures, and for the 
moſt part immediately conducing to our 
very Beings or. Subliftence, rather than' 

Well-being or civil Happineſs, it ſeems - 


tocarry a natural and. intrinſic Goodneſs ; 


and conſequently an irreſiſtible Force and 
Efficacy in it, abſtrating from the Au- 
thority, or Injuntions of a Law-giver, 
But now the SubjeQ-matter of Civil 
Laws being chiefly the Circumſtantials, 
or Inſtruments of the improved Happt- 
neſs, of particular Societies ; and calcu- 
lated for the particular Genius and Tem- 
pers of Men under different Climates, as 
well as the particular Turns and Periods 
of Kingdoms and Governments ; it often 

Car- 


.., treaily variable ; whereas thatof Laws 
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- carries no Intrioſick Goggneſsin it, butis. 
juſtly to be rank'd among [| Binge ade 

rent ; rats Sj and Authority of 
' the Law:giver paſſes upon'it. Again, 
the SubjeCt-matter of Civil Laws, is ex- 


of Nature ſeems to be perpetual and unal- 
terable, Por ſince the SubjeA-matter of 
Laws of Nature reſults from-the primi- 
tive Frame and Order of created Nature, 
or indeed, from the original Frame of 
Humane Nature, as it ſtands encompaſ = 
ſed with common Wants and Neceſffities ; 


it muſt neceſſarily be ada to the 
whole Of-ſpring of Mankind ana conſe- 
quently be as perpetual as unjverſal. But 
now the SubjeQ-matter of Humane Laws 
being only the Circumſtantials of civil 
Happineſs, advanced as a fit and proper 
Inſtrument to attain it inparticular Com- 
munities and Societies of Men, it muſt 
needs be precarious and changeable; it's 
often calculated for particular Events and 
Emergencies, and conſequently is as va- 
rious as the different AſpeQs, or Revolu- 
tions of Kingdoms. It's an Inſtrument. 
often advanced for a particular, and tem- 
porary End and Deſign, and it's well 
Lowe there may. be Twenty Inſtru- 
ments of equal ag to attain itz and - 
CON- 
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conſequently. the "Subjet- -matter., 
mane Laws is often no other 
and determin'd, than by the axl pen 
Decree or Sentence of. the. 
But further, in order to. eſtabli 
DiſtinQion of Laws of Nature from we 
tive Humane Laws; F let us conſider what 
it is that ſeems to give *em theDenomina- 
tion of Laws of Nature, and repreſents 


 *emas Innate Rules, or Principles, 


And Firſt, ſince it is concluded that 
they reſult, or take their riſe from the ve- 
ry rame- and Conſtitution of created 

ature, (inſomuch,that God having eſta- 
bliſhed the Frame and Order of 'Thi 
theſe Laws, without any poſitive Com- 
mand, muſt follow upon it ; and conſe- 

vent! in one ACt ſeems to have eſta- - 
bliſhed both) they may be jultly Sorry: 
be Laws of Nature. And this may 
one principal Reaſon why they. carry: on 
x4) rrp of Innate Principles, and in 
ſacred Canon are repreſented to us as 


- fch. Inthis Senſe, I'm ſure, they are 


ſufficiently diftinguiſh'd from Humane 
Laws, fince the y ar ſo far from. taking 
their riſe in the Frame and Conſtitution 
of Nature, that they are, at beſt, but re- 
moteDeductions from Laws of Nature;or 
rather certain temporary Rules and Pro- 

viſions 
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viſions of Reaſon advanced upon particu-- ' 
lar Emergencies in yn rg; to Laws 
of Nature, or, at leaſt, an arbi en 
forcement of Laws of Nature by poſitive 
Rewards and Puniſhments, Butturther, 
that which in reality gives them the a 
pearance of Innate Principles ind the & 
nomination of Laws of Nature,is the evi- 
dence and perſpicuity of *em. For fince 
it is concluded, that Laws of Nature re- 
ſult from the very Frame and Order of 
Nature, 'from that ſtate and condition of 
Things wherein we were born, and 
whereby we ſubſiſt ; chey muſt undoubt- 
edly diſcover *emſelves to the Minds of 
Men, even tho? they were lodged in the 
moſt ſimple and unimproved State of Na- 
ture. For as long as we allow Mankind 
. to be Thinking Reaſoning Beings, the 
deſire of Self-preſervation will dire& em 
to thoſe Laws, without the obſervance 
of which they can hardly pretend to ſub- 

- fiſt, much leſs be happy. In a word, 
they are Laws of Nature, becauſe they 

_ / are Impreſſions that are ſtamped on the, 
Mind, from the- moſt importunate cra- 
vings andexigenciesof Nature ; and they | 
carry theappearance of Innate Principles, 
becauſe they arecertainly ſome of the firſt 
Suggeſtions that os” a Mind at- 
a. 2 ter 
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the Mindsof Men. For tho* /Mankind 
is brought fo:rh in Impotence, and their 


Mind cultivated by Education, as their 


Bodies /are oberifhed by Food and Rai- 
ment, till they arrive to a competent 
Strength and Vigor , and conſequently 
Names, and Wards, and Ideas 'of the 
molt trite-Objes of Senſe -are- inftilled 


- by the InſtruRtionsof Nurſes and Parents, 


yet.could we ſuppoſe Men turned out in- 
ro 'the World in a State of Maturity, 
without the Bias of Edacationupon*em, 
I donot queſtion:but the very Frame and 
Condition .of their Beings, together with 
the Deſire of Self-prefſervation , would 
give *em 'a ſpeedy View of thoſe Laws, 


- which, for this Reaſon, arejuſtly tiled - 


Laws of Nature, Again, they are: Laws 
of Nature; becauſe they immedrately 
fall 'in with ſome ;peculiar Propenſions ; 
wrought off with the -original:Frame and 
Cooftitution of our Natures. It's viſible 


 therearecertain Inſtinas, or Impulſes in 


Nature, which ſeem to-exert ?emſelves 
upon particular Actions, that cannot well 
be. 
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be reſolved into'the elfborare  Workings 
for they ſem to have Ay 

pb che Paſſions by a kind of influentral 
pulſe before the Agtion can welt be 
Earizet by any deliberate/Reaſon 
and certainly nothing; ſtrikes the Paſig 
fooner,. _ thofs Aﬀtions that are pre- 
ſerib' by: Laws of Nature: Thus the 
. receipt Benefits creates a ſpeedy exulta- 
tion; thecheriſhing ofour own Off-fpring 
| kavesa'vigorons placency, and the 
moſt LApplauſesand Satisfations; 
And truly theſe are Things that have di- 
ſovered' *emfelves ſo early, where Na- 
ture has not been new moulded by'con- 
trary Habits, or Education, that T do 
not queſtion but they have given a Foun- 
dation to pronounce Laws of Nature, 
natural Inſtints, or Innate Doftines, or 
Principles. Toconcludethis Argument, 
Another diſtinguiſhing CharaQeriftick of 
Laws of Nature from Civil Laws, ariſes 

from' the exerciſe of Reaſon in the diſco- 
' very of*em. It's on all hands allowed, 


that Reaſon is the immediate Direory | 
in Civil Laws, as well as Laws of Na- 


ture. | But yet Reaſon aQts in a very dif- 
ferent manner. For the Foundation of 
Laws of Nature being the common exi- 


gencies, neceſſities, or condition of Man- 


7 Kind, 


\ 
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kind, as Men, or ſuch an' Order of Be- 
ings ; Reaſon can eaſily fix ſuch Rules 
as will extend to the whole Species , {6 
as to carry a binding Authority over *em. 
But the Foundation of Civil Laws being 
only ſome particular Emergencies to be 
conſidered with regard to ſome 'parti- 
cular Circumſtances of Time, Place, Per- 
ſons and the like ; Reaſon cannot deter- 
min any thing abſolutely, or fix a gene- 
ral Rule, or, indeed, declare what is fit 
and convenient in every Community 3 


 andconſequently Civil Laws can only be 


theDeduCttions of Reaſon in Civil Gover- 
nours, with regard to the State and Con- 
dition of. their People, - or Government 
where they preſide, ws, 
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Refleftions on Mr., Lock's Argue 

ments: against Innate Ideas, or 
Prattical Principles ; and the true 
Controverſy determined, 


$..4+T;; bring ens aſſigned the princi- 
[4 &-pal CharaQteriſticks of Laws 
of Nature,we may ina few Words deter- 
mine,” whether there be any praQical 
Principles, which are truly Innate: But: 
before I ſhall conclude any thing, I ſhall 
take liberty to make ſome few Returns 
_ tothe Arguments of a late Author on this 
Subject, { Mr. Lock's Eſſay concerning 
Human Underſtanding.) And firſt, con- 
cerning Univerſal Conſent, It's indifs 
putably evident, that Univerſal Conſent 
does not prove any Ideas, or practical 
. Principlestobe Innate. Becauſe an Uni- 
verſal Conſent may prevail, partly from 
that Selevidence, that naturally reſults 
from particular Things, or Aﬀtions, when 
preſented to the. Minds of Men ; and 
partly from the Frame and Condition of 
| WO Hyr 


= 
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. but thay a4 mance 


The Grounds and Foundation 
Human Nature ; whereby we are forci- 
bly prompted to the diſquifition of *em, 
But yet we-are not willing wholly to di- 
ſcard the Argument ; becauſe' tho? Uni- 
verſal *Conſent may. not prove. the Do- 
Arine of Inmate Tdeas ;_ yet it's certainly 
a conliderable Argument of aLaw of 
Nature. And tho the Author of this Eſ- 
ſay has done all-he could to ruine the Cre- 
dirand Authority of it, yet T hopeT have 
proved there,is {ſuch a thing as Univerſal 
Conſent, eftabliſhed npotia very firm and 
poo Foundation. Bur further,. the re- 

mainimg Arguifients of this - omuagrong 


r Wit \o og 

Inndte A ic4l Princif ' And: owt 
fore I ſhall remark a litvle on-that which 
he ſcerns' £9 -fix-the greateſt weighs on 3 
and tharis, Neceſſity 6f Perception,over 
ina Stats bltnfancy; pho ome 
 Comitradk{tion, or hot 
Traths (outs "be Pinted 0% ths Soul 


_— erteirves or untler ſtands nor, Sech. 
a Eee, 27, _ 


ny he cron - 
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2 — 26 Mind ,/ wall got is the 
fame Inſtant RA akdn oo tage to bere- 
teived utider an actual iew ; and cons 
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mone tagrea 
s,or bdcas, arc lodged in:the 
wah revived -it may 
| NT: effort of Yours And truly T 
tan ſes no reaſon, why native Inſeri 
ons may nos remain without! being wh 
ally as wellds written Laws, 
er aoquir”d Ideas, It's wel known, thoſe 
chroma for Janate Tdeas,: or Princi> 
ples, 30 noe liink they difcover *ctnſelves 
without the Exerciſe of our fatural Pow- 
ers and Facultics:;/ and fonie of thoſe ex- 
ternal ewes A agd' Inftruments that are 
vr nyo. e. 


Ina —— ys ſuppoſs a due 
Attention, add Ay hee Mind, e- 
 ver-tothe. of RefleQtion. And 


apprehend port 
a Law, till ſome ſpecial Caſe or Inſtance 


offers itſelf to induce an Application. 
And 
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* And thus the want of Perce 
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F— if - native Liſcriptions: lie .dormant, 
a Human' Soul 
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f be fairly accounted gc 
ants may A ; SW 
diſpoſitions of, the 
Animal-part: For (for 


rgans 
ought we know) as rit not {o well: 


to 0000078 annoy af a: of outwardQ 
conlequenty 4 Win 
bliſh any xd le ug a_—_—_ 


'This Author allows pics comp hes 


ins, to'Think,..or 
erciſe. any of its natural Powers Fe Fa. 
culties ; and native. Inſcriptions cannot 


occur, or be perceived. betore we. begin 
to Think 3. yea, rather if they are to 


revived by the fixerciſe of the Mind, up» 
on outward-'Things or ObjeQs that. —- 


' peculiar to'em z.:we can ſcarcegxpeA em 


among our- infant Thoughts, or mental 


Hoon, as long/ as; we are ſo con- 


Crnnly! entertained by the: Inventions. of 
and Parents, Thug fax. there 


innate Ideas vey RO Mal Prinapless 2 


conſequently ars. that the No- 

Urine: ſerves any r any 1 fr ot rc : 
gion, ee vanced 

> pro that = Grin the Abit 


of. it. 
+> 


 . the exerciſe of his own Faculties upon 
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- '$. 2. But yet for allthis, if it be al- 
lowed that Probabilities may determine 

Jadgipents in this Marcer, the Do 
Atrine of Innate Tdeas, is rather to be'te- 
jete&thanretain'd.” I's abundantly con- 
CES 

of 4x ner array rock 
of Good-and Evil ; the Frame and Or- 
der of Things within and without, with 


**m, will preſent him with a Scheme of 
Moral Duty, anda true Meaſure of A&i- 
on; and that too as clearly as if it was 
impreſſed on the Mind, ' with the firſt 
Lineaments of its Being': And therefore 
there ſeems to be no viſible Neceſſity for 


having' Recourſe to Innate Ideas, or In- 


ſonable Being as effeQtually, as if a Digeſt 
of Laws were originally recorded on the 
{2 | Mind, 
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- Mind. If this be true, as T think it's, 


| greater appearance of Reaſon, cordude, 


in ſome meaſure, demonſtrated to be, the 
Do&rine of Innate \Principles mult be 
laid aſide, ſince we cannot conceive that 


' a wiſe Creator ſhould eſtabliſh any Ors- 


dinance; without ſome ſpecial Ends and 
Uſes annexed: to it, I meat} ſuch, as are 
not ſerved any other way, If it be'ſaid, 
that Reaſon exerciſes no Juriſdition in 
this Aﬀair ; then, Pm'afraid, Innite In- 
{criptions will rather endamage than ad-» 
vance Religion and-Morality, For then 
every one will be apt to obtrude his own 
Fancies; and wild Suggeſtions, for na- 
tive Inſcriptions; and conſequently, Man+ 
kind muſt be expoſed to-all the Extravas 
ganciesof Enthufiaſm, inthe OEconom 

of Nature, as well-as that of Grace';, {6 
that whatfoever any: one has the boldneſs 
to affirm, or fancy to be written on the 
Heart, nauſt. immediately paſs an' Obli> 


gation onall.Mens Actions; and'the Fin» 
_ ger of God ſhall be Siniled reals 
verſion of the-co i Principles of Mobs 


the Subverfiog' of the Peace and' Unity: of 
the Church,/ Wheor all things: then are 
thus fairly laidtogether;” we may with 


That our Ideas and Principles are _ 
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red,as well as the more remote DeduCtions 
of Science, and that *tis their intimate A= 

greement with the Ends and Intereſts, 
cr common Frame, and Neceflity of our 
Nature, that gives *em the appearance of 
native Impreſſions. In a word, then, 
tho? the ſacred Language ſeems to fa- 
vour the Notion, yet it may be juſtly re- 
folved anto Metaphor, or Figure, and 
wmport no more than an Alluſion to the 
neral Cuſtom of promplging Laws in 
ables, or Writing. Inaſmuch as God 
has originally endued us with Powers and . 
Faculties to diſcover a Rule 'of AQtion, 
and Law to Govern ourſelves by, in the 
common Exigences of Human Nature, 
- 8s clearly as if he had Engraven it on 
Tables or Stone. | 


os 


Cray. 
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Of the different Degrees of the Evi- 
_ dence of Laws of Nature. 


& will eafily be granted, that Laws of 
in 


Fs; 


Nature carry a different Evidence, 
Proportion” to: the SubjeCt-matter of 
**m, and the ſeveral Workings of Rea- 
ſon, in'the Diſquiſition of **m. Some 
Laws.diſcover *emſelves by a ſingle Con- 
tequence, or a ſhort train of Conſequen- 
ces, whilſt others reſt upon an Evidence, 
that is wrought by ſeveral Gradations, 
or a large Series of Conſequences or De- 
ductions. The primary Laws of Nature 
are thoſe which repretenc the principal 
Duties we owe to God, or thoſe which 
concern our own Perſons, or the Perſons 
of our Neighbours. For thoſe that ariſe 
from our own, -or.our Netghbours Pro- 
perty, are certainly more elaborate and 
remote. I ſhallilluſtratetheſe Obſerva- 
tions by a ſingle Inſtancein each of%em. 
And firſt, 'T'o Reverence and Worſhi 
the Supreme Being, which we call God, 
is certainly a Fundamental Law of Na- 
ture 3 


of Natural Religion A ertad, 


- 'becauſe- it neceſſarily ariſes from 
| _ Relation we bear to God. For 
the moſt obvious Notion of a God, and 
a bare Aſſent to this ſingle Propolition, 


that God is our Creator, and we his Crea- 


ben from whom. that we an Sr e, or 
belongs to us, 'is ert 
mult by « dire& and organs. rw Zo 
mig, 3H we are obli- 
——_ woos our Souls before: him in the 
moſt folemn fy Afts of Homage and Reve- 
rence. Indeed, as for the manner of Di- 
vine mar gr tho? Natural Reaſon, by 
a train of Arguments, might determine 
it,ſo as to be ſome way ray aceoperble toGod; 


yet .to-eftabliſh it in PerfeQion, is cer- . 


tainly the buſineſs of Revealed Religion : 
But that God is to. be Worſhipped, is a 
Duty: lodged in the*moſt ſimple Work- 
ings of Reaſon, - Again, That God has 
enjoyned Temperance, as a Duty, ariſes 
not only from the prime and moſt obvi- 
ous Ends of our-Being, but from the Do- 
Qrine- of Selt-preſervation, and' the ne- 
ceſlary Methods of Subſiſtence ; {0 that 
allowing the clear DiQtates of Reaſon, in 
the Mind of our great Creator, to be a 
Rule of Duty, a fingle Inference will de- 
' Mmonſtrate Temperance to be a Duty. A- 
gain,asto thoſe Laws which concern the 
Perſon 


5 e769" 
Mondo nr ch Violations: 
| Perfons, it's viſible, the' Confſi- 
role of the Methods of our SubGiſt- . 
ence," whereby we ate neceſſitated to rely 
08 the Succours of our Fellow-creatures, 
will inftru& us that God did got alow- 
us to aflafſinate and deftroy *em ;''the ve- 
ry Suggeſtions of Self-proſervation wilt 
oblige us to make the Concluſjon, A- | 
gain, the Conſideration of being Fellow- 
creatures, and a peculiar of a Hes 
Creator, "and as fuch under tis 3 
ate' Conduct and Dilpokas will inftru 
us, that we have no right to their Laves, 
without a ſpecial Commiſion Fomrbim.” 
 Lafty, 'The carly Diſcoveries which 
we find-in ourſelves, of Love; Tender- 
neſs, and Compaſſion, and the Earnings 


which are implanted rowards' our own | 
Fleſb and Blood, will diceft us that-Ged 
intended we ſhould place a cerramn Mea- 
{are of theſenative Paſſions and Propenfi- 
ons On thoſe that are deſcended fromus,or 
are:compounded of the ſame 
and Pa med in the ſame Mould ;'and edi 
keguently he could never aithorize i to 
commur Violenss, or Crueties on * | 
Perſons ; ſo abſurd is the Hypotheſis" of 
the  Leviathay, that projets a State of Na- 
ture 


'Perfon of pur! New 
- 
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ture ; but a this wag. 
Authority. of a Law. 
mea that of Froporty's 4 | equen 
7 5 10Þ unpbes 6 everal Concluſjons or. De 

Ties! before we "the. 
rity or Obligation of it. 'Th ped exain 
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well as Sr Boba og; 
are Laws. kg: 


fore the Law. can be decy 
not be denyed- but peels 
Nature, becauſe natural Reaſon, bx cle cloſe 
Reſearches and regular Concluſio 
diſcover their-Obligations. I'm ure Tg 
can be. no ObjeQtion, that they reſult 
from-yoluntary Intercourſes and ” Tranf: 
ans among Mankind, I mean Com- 
Ro Bargains for the Neceſſities of 
ting ſuch Tranſa&ions, is 
a Tue 7 Form * their Divine 
Au- 
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tion'; and© conſe- 


whatever immediately Reſules 
$5 Fri muſt Se" the ame. Autho-' 


= the led 
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to Miſcarriages. Upon the whigſe then it 


apPFArs, that  Ekgesof Nature peif upo n 


very Uifterent po of Evide nd 
now thus much ae theo COn- 
cluded,, . it -by-2 & Meaſires be 
more exatly ikerned whith are to be 
eſteemed Laws of Nature, and which nor 
ſo; which Fundamental, or de primo Dz-« 
Famine Nature, and which not [0-; and 
conſequently,” rhe "Necefftty- of forming 
a compleat Scheme of Laws of Nature, 
ſeems to be wholly ſuperſceded. 


Cuna?; 
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ſ OO 1 
A C —_ 


Of the Foundation of : God's Right 
of ' Dominion, and our Duty of 
Allegiance as a Law-giver, 


$.., 


Aving aſſerted the Authority 
of Laws of;! Nature, by fix- 
ing it.in the Author. of: Nature, it natu- 
rally direas.me._ to enquire into the Ori- 
ginal and Foundation, of thoſe Obligati- 
ons we owe to God, of, how we are obli- 

to the Obſervance of. his Laws. But 
7 proceed to a;direct Determinati- 
on of this Matter, I ſhall make ſome Re- 
turns. to what I find in a late excellent 
Diſcourſe; concerning the Power and 
Right of Obliging, and particularly as 
applied- to. God, He labours to. prove 
that the Right and Power of Obliging is 
the ſame, eſpecially with reſpe& to God ; 
and therefore-after a great many Argu- 
ments concludes, From all which zt follows 
that whereewer there is a Right of Obliging, 
and where there is an abſolute uncontroul- 


able Power of Obliging, there is for that we- 
F 2 ry 
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ry reeſon 4 Right alſo, [See The Certainty 


and Neceſſity of Retighes in general, Page 


100,] WEE r jw. © 7 are true 
or no will appear by.and by... .. 
Firſt, Icannoe but Premiſe, that Right 
and Power happening to accompany each 
they in he poop of any no morethan 
eat and Light in the Sun, is: ng Argu- 
 mentthat the irebotiwo link TL 
conceived under twodiftinQ Ideagor No- 

t10ns. X | $3Y S..T 
- Secondly, Tho? a Right and. Power of 
Obliging, are both eternally inveſted in 
God, yet it's-no more an Argument that 
they imply the ſame thing, than'that the 
Attributes of Infinite Power'and Juſtice 
arethe ſame. Nay, further, tho” a Right 
of Obliging may by a Train.of Conſe- 
quences follow from a Power of: Oblj- 
ping, or on the contrary, a Power of O- 
liging from a Right of Oblgjng ; yet 
it's no. more. an' Argument of; their. I- 
.dentity, than: that a rational: Soul and 
| Thought are the ſame, becauſe.a ratio- 
_ nal. Soul implies a Power of Thinking. 
And, therefore, tho? an abſolute uncon- 
troulable Power may infer a' Right of 
Obliging, ſo that for that very Reaſon 
there may be a Right of Obliging, yet 
they may be as diftin&t as Power and 
| Truth, 


# 
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Trirk. - Bur*to confider -both' in” their 
received” a and. Sf Tdeas or Noti- 


comraon Senſe of Mankind ey Rona 


ſly conciir'it two different De- 
ſerif: nd Pm perfwaded they differ 
as muchas a Raparee or Tyrant, from-a 


lawful Prince ; as much as doing a thing ! 


Rightfualy, or upon” 'a juſt Aukkicn fy 
doing a cob by Violence. For p 
olence a ower of Puni 


well 'as x © right Execution of Puniſh. 


ment; botly indeed attain the ſame end, 
that , engage an Obedience, but upon 


different MeBes 'and Principles. A 


Power of Obliging, iti the ftrift Notion 
of it, .is only concerned for fecuting an 

Obedience,” without conſidering the Ju- 

= or Injuſtice of 'the AQtion ; bur a 

UN ppl bs an Obedience 

—_ Founda- 


ct if prota be —_ OS chin ng as OY 


diftinft from Pow 
Iti's word, A Righr of oo 
pls the Title of a: ——_ 


ments';/ ns; Hu fag Power'of Obliging neither 
implies a File to the one nov other; 
F 3 Thus 


7 


Fe Fs a Title ta ens 
| for lids and Puniſh« | 


I 
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and Power, whether | in 'God- or | 
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Thus:an Uſurper may have:as abſolute 


 a_Command-'of ans. 4nd; Pumſh- 


ments; .to oblige or ſecure an Obedience, 
as. th: moſt rightful” Sovereign ; yet he 


certainly wants:ah: Authorit to enforce 


art Obedience, by the Weight and” Ter- 
ror of Puniſhment; 'and'it he doth en- 
force-1t, he exerciſes Power, but. not 


_ Right: 


Again, A rightful Sovereign may re» 
tain a Title to an'Obedience, and:to the 


. Exerciſe of Rewards and: Puniſhments 


to\enforce it, but he may wanta Power 
to exert his Right,as in the Caſe of Re- 
bellion-or general Defeftion. © The No- 
tion 1s clear and indiſpurable,' when ap- 
plied: to the. civil Power on Earth, and 
It. carries the ſame Evidence and Force 
iQ. jt; when applied to the-abſolute: in- 
dependent Power of Heaven:;' For tho? 

Power and Right; by reaſon of the in- 
finite-Perteftions of 'the Divine Nature, 

are Inſeparable'in God, and-in'Man not 
ſo; yet oa Ideas, or Notions of Rig ay 


are formed upon the ſame Meafures ww 


Prmnciples ; yea, as much as the Notions 
| of Juſtice, Reaſon, Ate allowing In- 


fnity-and Pe rfeftionin God 


; Which can- 
pov” to Ne, 


$ > + 


Miſery, fe: 


nefvor Miſery of that Being 
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OE op en 
a 1 ro - 


ther geo; 99. rho whether _ 4 
Obliging,. as. a: true a1 5 
ver, copliſts/innothing gt 
er of rntobweg to our, Happinel; | 
ſpecial Rewards or Pugiſh 
ments. hus much feems-to be aſſerts 
in the, Diſcourſe already :cited ; for, we 
are told, That no one/bas 4 R oht or.Po 
er of Obliging. another to ai# ſuch 4. 
cular Way: he preſcribes; 1any further than 


he has « | arch 0 romeo ing F the Gf 
0 Preſcr 


to, — and that God can no otherwiſe in- 


duce ay Obligation upon Men to Obey him, 


than by making *em know that he has it is 
his Power, to render thetms Happy or Mifer- 
able, Page gs. 


Bur certainly, that a Right of Obli- | 
ging, as aLaw-giver, does not conſift:n 


a Power of Rewarding and Puniſhing, 15 
evident from uncontroulable Arguments. 

As firſt, It cannot be denied but an 

Equal, that can challenge no Right. of 

wn OVET us, -MmaY, upon upon ſome: ſpe- 

cial Circumſtances, be inveſted with Get 


a Power of Rewarding and Puniſhing, vs 
F 4 | ro 
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Gone: and Fornddtion 
us ES rTy what 


ity. 
als ing ut Friend of Neg bour 
may; by Rewards or Favours, 
pn ere: peyronigs. | 


-of x nat yet _—_ do 

coreteblitha Righr -; SoycreigaAutho- 
'rit nvponus.”” 

'inaword, A Robber, Uſurperp Afar 
ſid orithe Devil himſelf may:have it in 
-his Power to-infli&+ ſich Puniſhments as 
wall determine any Man t& Act as hepre- 
ſ&ibe; 'and” yer-this Power'gives no 

| of" Title" toi:our Obedience;,:' no 
motethan a Right to inflit thoſe Puniſh- 
_ ments that willenforceir, Ir witteaſily 

be j that rh /Power.of. MR 

- 0 Rewardingy' a conſequently. of con- 
uting to-0ur Un Carvin Muſery,ate 
the-ogly- proper -Motives :of :a rational 
" Obedience; ww {catinot-cohceive; 4 
. h eney 


'\ 


\, .wardsorPu 


"al: 


em;; 
' tingtotheir 


they canbe the Ground of Obedience thay 


sduegto a'Superior For nothing can be 
the: Ground: of: Qbedience ,: ns _ 


things ue by WT. of Prece — 
ror. n-us by way pt or 
Dc, ai anni him to-infli& 
Puniſhments when this Commands-are 
not fufilled or Cora 
orObligation of Obedience, due to Laws, 
- —_— to'a Power of -Rewarding 

; ſince it muſt not. give 
Right ro ower of impoſing poſing Precepts 
ds but:toa Power gf infiQ- 


SS SST 
Oti eem. to:ar 

they Ground of Obedr- 
| Motives, I will 


—_ from its :p 


calily.grant, that: be pe | 
dedro yield an Obedience to Commands, 
that: eable:10 any thing about 


© Pomer of Goncitin 


th ohms; ante Re- 


anaCQtu- 


10Us, r= Aipy mma vated 
ohio Happineſs or Mey; BEA Re- 


wards or. Punifhments ; I cannot 
think that a bare Power. w Uhonſing 


| Rewnede-or-Pugiſhments oy 


8 _ 


go 
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the Right of 'Obedience, 'or ' in the Lans 

uage of this: Author, the Right of 0 

liging another ; no move than the Right 
of Dilbonling thoſe Rewards or Punzh 
ments we have in our Power, ; 'Ehis i 
an Aſertion that carries::{o much Evi 
dence uT1t,”that it holds every  way:: 


For-were any Subject placed in ſuch Cir- 


cumſtances, -that neither Rewards nor 


Puniſhments were. lefr' to oblige him to 
yield ati Obedience, yet he may for all 
-this,acknowledge his Superior's NYSE to 
-his Obedience. Thus in- the Caſe 


of. a 
general DefeQion, tho? the Rightful So- 
vereign 4s diveſted of -a Power of Re- 
warding ard Puniſhing, the Rebels en- 
joying anabſolute Poſſeſſion of both;-yer 
their Ambition, Revenge, or Succeſs may 
not carry ?em to ſuch a pitch of Inſolence, 
but they may Rill be forced ſecretly to 
own their Sovereign's Right to their Al- 


Ttgiance,-as well-as Right to that Power 
- of diſpenfiag Rewards and Puniſhmentrs, 
- which they have wrefted from him, and 
 particularly'a Right of Puniſhment 'due 
20 their tinnatnral DefeErion. 


Again, 'Tqueſtion wot but the very De- 


vits in Hell; tho”they know and feel the 


irreverhible- Sentence: paſſed againſt fem, 
and conRqpently have'no' Motive lett 


ro 


lk. A». 
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to egy their Obedience, are forced to 
nize their Fealty, or hm 7 otalecs; 

5 Right of Dh, on over 


t in ifs that very. Sentence 
I r for not -0 g him. 
For in this "ug th ey certainly b eve and 


r 
| Eo meh ſerve and obey him'; $= 


tremble, inforuch v Gf their very Belief 
ſeems to be an Tnftrument to nance 


their Miſe 
To conc clude this Argument, TI-can 
freely "grant , that ' there cannot be a 
Right'of Obliging without. a ak of 
Rewarding or Fapiting, (a5 
) the 


has dlreddy been obſery 
_—_—_ or Puniſhing is founde 

Right of Obligihg ; bur there may he'n a 
Power of Rewarding and Sho tern E, 


, without a Ri ight of Rewarding, 


_ ky Oblig ing. In one word, t e reed: 
Right Tobi ing, or a Title to 

I £2 ondy 'an ” entof the Mind 

K a ppc Tow. and tho* the Pow- 
er of "Rewarding or ' Puniſhing are the 


only proper Argumepts to ſecurean Obes 
dience, yet I. hope there may be other 
Reaſons or Arguments to etigagethis Aſ- 
ſar- beſides 'the Power of Rewarding 


or Ppnifbing, or 'of contribyting to our 
Y» 3+ 


. Happinel: C 


6 3. Having thus offered my Reaſons: 
why I Difſent frorh this Author, befote T' 
determine wherein the Right of Obliging 
confiſts,'T' {hall offer ſamething againſt" 
Mr.:Hohbs's Notion. © He, indeed; carries 
the thing ſomwhat higher, for he'perem- 

' peorily ofrmns, That the Right of God's 
vereign Authority-over, Mankind; reſts 
merely upon his irreſiſtible Power 3's ſo- 
la pottutia irreſiſtibilt, De Cive, cap, "14, 
x5. And to confirm the Notion, he fur- 
ther-affirms, That one Man might have 
clallxges a Right over the whole Off 
ſpring of ] 


Aankind, had he been endued 
with a Sufficiency of Power to have reſi- 
ſted theunited Force of his Fellow-Crea- 
tures;* or, at leaſt, protected them and 
himſelf. - Maxſiſſer 1gitur ipfi jus domini 
in ceteros omnes propter potent;# exceſſum 
= & 'fe & illos conſervare poruiſſer.,, -Pur- 
want'to this, he tells us $. 7. That our 
Obligations of Obedience are founded in 
our native Impotence and Fear, \s ety 
ſroe Imbeciliitatis propria (reſpetFu Divina 
porentis) conſcientie. 1 muſt conkeſs 
there ſeems. tobe a near Aﬀinity berween 
this and the Notion atreafly excepted a- 
pail, tho” this ſeems tobe carried ninch 

urther, and more palpably beyond” the . 


. 


Mark. 


© 


*% 


tA 


| F 


\ This, _ ſee, is the Sovereign: Principle 
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Mark. For that's admits a Power = Re- 
warding, as wellas Puniſhing,” an con- 
ſequently includes, an Obediefce ir 
with Love as wellas Fear ; but, this. 
upon the Powerof Puniihing, and 
con ently places all n Fear;orſome; 
Glympſes of Hope, without any founda- 


_- tion for Love... Indeed. this is'a Notion + 


which deſerves rather Contempr- and 
Scorn than a formal Reply. ' [For it levels 
us with the unthinking Renee that peri 
by making Fear, and that_too the moſt 


ſervile m of- it, a fear of Puniſhment, 
the, only Spring of Human - Aftions. 


of his Religion,” as well as Politicks,: but 
it has been more than once leat nedly con- 
futed, as concernedin the latter ; and it's 
ſo abſurd as applyed to the former, that 
it ſcarce deſerves he leaſt Notice; much 
leſs a Confutation. I ſhall therefore dil- 
par this Notion with a few Oblervan- 


Eft Irs obſervable that the Argu- 
merits brought: to ſupport i it, are Arg 


to'prove-the proper Motive of our Obe- 


 dience; not God's'Right and Govrerign- 


ty to-it;..or, inother terms, 
Obedience, not to repreſent che Right or or 


Ge- 


Duty: of Obedience. 
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. Somnndlr :Tt is. obſeryable, : that Ar- 
ts-fuggefted againſt the laſt Noti- 
On, as carry an.equal, Force againſt 
this. But, .1n.a word, I think no-conſ» 
dering. Ferfon can diſcern any. Conſe, 
uence between a bare Power of 
ing a Sett.of Men, and a Right of impo= 
fing Laws and demanding Obedience to 
**m.; and if "tis falſe ina finite Powery/\it 
muſt be {þ in infinite ; for there.is no dif- 
ference beſides original and delegated, i 1ft- 
| finite andlimited , neither of which al4 
' ter the nature of Things, Notions or Con- 
if UETIFS 3 {o that infinite Power in py 
nil as ſuch, or, as-it barely implies, 
an infinite. Power or Ability to puniſh, | 
no more gives the Idea'or, Denomunation 
of- 4 Right:of puniſhing (much leſs. a 
Right ot: ſwpoſing Laws) than a finite 
delegated Power doth 


b. 4b It remains, that I endeavour to 
repreſent, wherein the preciſe Nature ofa 
rightful Dominion, 'Obligation, or Obe- _ 
dience, with refpe& to God-and his Laws, 
conſiſts. And I I hall enlarge ſomething 
more freely ' upon it, 'becaule -all delega» 
redRight of Dominion.andObedience ens 
$ upon 1t..,. 'T hus if we.ſup- 
Government fqunded in;Com- 

pact, * 


tirely-de 
pole CLVI 


( 


= @ 
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pa, the Right of 9, 70a 
cnte muſt teſt upon the' Authority of 
_ he. = a Law - _— _—_ 
2n\inih nlableDury toObſerve ; 
'en; "Bur the obſervance of ? "carr 
bean indiſpenſable Duty, "but: by { 
Right and Avthority ty, lodacd int FAG 
thor of Nature, that Laws. **m ſuch. 
'Phus if civil Government takes-/its Riſs 
from a Paternal Righe, Conqueſt, Immes« 
—_ Preſeription', or"! fon, the 
of Dominion orObedierce inveſted 
Hg civil Power, muſt reſt 6n the Au« 
thority of ſonie' Divine Law; either' na- 
rurat or revealed, ratitying'or emma; 
their Claims or Titles; and the Authors 
tyofthis Law' muſt reſt on ſome. Right 
which God challenges'to "impoſe ſuch a 
Law; ſo” that ' the Authority" of every 


, fort of rightful earthly Power is founded 


1n- a Divine Right, 1n'vertue of which, 
it is ſtiled the Ordinance of God ;; ſince all 
their Right of! Dominion, or Authorir 

derives from- a/ Supererninetit' Right in 
God: Now thisis an!abſoſure Demon- 
ſtration of the*Abſarc _ os "Hob! 
Notion, that Matters 0 
cheir Oblipatiofn __ _ -or wy 
Power, and conſequently indie an'ab- 


folers Obediehce 1 Phis puts*an -crernal 
St= 


, 


Mas at 
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Silence to:the Diſpute, Whether we are to 
yield an Obedience to the Laws of the 
State before the Laws of God, or whe- 


* ther the Lawsof the State are to be obey- 


ed againſt the Laws of God ? For cer- 
tainly, ſince God is the Fountain of- all 
Power and Authority, the Duties of Re- 
ligion are ultimately determined by God, 
as well as receive their Obligation from - 
God ; fo that the civil Power, that de- 


' rivesall Authority from God, can only 
- Exert a Power in matters of ws 


L mat. & 


10N 
where God has not interpoſed, or placed 
it in other hands ; but 1t's: the greateſt 
Abſurdity/in Nature to pretend a ſupere- 
minent Power to that of God, when:the- 
whole any Man can pretend to immedi- 
ately derives from God, 

-. But to-return: Firſt then, the true Q- 
riginal of God's Right of Dominion, - or 
Right of Obliging us,undoubtedly reſults 
from his creative: and preſerving Power. 
\ That that Being, which by an abſolute 
independent Power gives Being to ano- 
ther, has a Right to give Laws, or fix' the 
Meaſures-and Rules of his Being, ſeems 
to bea Maxim that carries a kind of Self- 
evidence init; I'm ſure it's the very Ar- 
gument adyanced in- the-Sacred Canon, 
Rom. 9. 20, 21. Nay, but O Man, who 


art 


"of Natunal” Refightwrffertal] 


art thou thit raph RP Wark God ? 
is that” Pai 


 thi'this ig formed 
why bait then mb thi? glen poor 
Potter” power over the Cluy, of the fan 


to" make'one Veſſel unto lower, and he 
unto Difſhonor ? It's well known, the De- 
fgn'cr the' ret is to repreſent a 
berg in'God, even ſuch as 
mir yo rife him to affign thoſe 
A wore to > Mankind, which his infi- 
nite Goodneſs would never ſuffer him to 
execute,” and conſequently it muſt de- 
monſtrate a Right*of giving Laws to 
_— Creatures to whom he gore a 'Be- 
ing. But to purſue the Argument upon 
the Reaſons of it, It's on all Hands altlow- 
ed,” that a'Right of Dominion is-fourided 
in Property, and the more abſolute the 
Property is, the more unqueſtionable- is 
che Right' of Dominion: That Property 
is the' Foundation of Obedience , - or ja 
Right 'of 'Obliging, both in reſpett'o of 
God and Men, this Author" freely” owns 
m another place, pag. 126. 'Andyet he" 


jabours to-wave it in the'placebefore'us, 


as will appear more fully by and by: 'His 
Conceſſiotts are theſe, 47 the Reaſons and 
Grounds of our Obedience 'to Men, and "of 
their Rizht of Obliging is,are Power,Good- 
nf aud Proferty—— = God has all _- 

f- 
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 _ » Titles to 087 Obedience in the highe#t degree 
poſſible, for by giving us our entire Being, 
and every thing thas belongs to our Nature, 
"tis plain, that he has a greater Property in 
ws by this At of Creation or Produition, 
than can accruets any Man by Conqueſt, Pur- 
chaſe, Covenant, or any cther way whereby 
Meg come to have a Propriety 11 one ano- 
ther, I think the Argument is carried fo 
full and clear, that it ſeems not capable 
of an Improvement. Ir's certain there is 
no Property ſo abſolute as that which re- 
ſults from a creative preſerving Power. 
For Creation makes the Property abſo- 
lute, independent and unborrowed ; eve- 
ry Spring and Movement, every Power 
or Faculty, every Intereſt or Happineſs, 
either aQtually poſſe{s?d, or capable of be- 
ing enjoy*d, ts an abſolute Property of a 
Creator ; for all that is within or without 
us when he firſt fet us forth into the 
World, was originally wrapped up, and 
in time iſſued forth of his infinite Power 
and Wiſdom ; the whole Stock of Mate- 
rials came out from him, and when tis 
all returned back, he has bu# hi own. 
And 2s it not lawfal to do what exe will with 
his own ? Subordinate Proprietors indeed 
may be limited, as to the exerciſe, or 
ule of what they have a Propriety in, but 
ah 
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an abſolute independent Proprietor is to 
account to no one. p We _ therefore, 
in the La e of our Saviour, expo- 
ſtulate, oh bal give unto him that which 
i52thus his own ? Luke 16. 12. Again, - 
a preſerving. Power, eſpecially ſuch as is 
peculiar to God, ſeems to advance, or 
at leaſt corroborate the Propriety he chal- 
lenges in-us. As our Beings took their 
riſe from another, and were formed by 
the Hands of an Almighty Creator, we 
are by a neceffity of Nature, or the origi- 
ginal Frame and blo mar - = - 
ture, Beings perpetuallydependent,ſo that 
Reaſon, - 6 as avkiion, inſtructs 
us, that iz him we live, move, and have 
our Beings. He did not form and be- 
fpeak us into Being, and after the finiſh- 
ing Stroke,put us wholly out of his Hands 
with an intrinfick Power of Self-ſubſi- 
ſtence ; but the ſame Pbwer concurs to 
continue our Bei that was required 
to form us into Being, for every Breath 
of Life, even' our very Soul, and that 
Reaſon which ſeems to give us Authori- 
ty to aÞ& for ourſelves, nay, the whole _ 
Cargo of Happineſs, and every Span and 
Minute: of it,: perpetually hangs on the 
preſerving Power of a'mighty Creator. 
Sothar we/may Expoſtulate 1 the Lan-" 
G 2 guage 


F 


F . 109. 


The Grounds and Foundation 
guage of an Apoſtle, What hait thou that 
thou did not receive? 1 Cor. 4. 7. E- 
ſpecially ſince we have received nothing 
but what carries appearance of having 
not received it, in as much as it ſtill reſts 
on the preſerving Power of the Donor. 
Now what can eftabliſh a Right of Do- 
minion, or a Right of Qbliging, if a Pro- 
perty {o abſolute, ſo independent, fo in- 
leparable, and ſo peculiar as this will not 
do it ? Not only the uncontroverted No- 
tions of Mankind, but the firſt Workings 
of Reaſon will ſubſcribe toit. Can Rea- 
ſon'diſfown that Right by which1it moves, 
and aQts, and ſublitts ? Nay, to advance a 
little further, this Gentleman, in another 
place, ingenuoully ccnfeſles, that there are 
certainnatural Propenſionsor Diſpolitions 
in the Soul, that cloſe. in with particular 
AQtions, before Reaſon can well exertit 
elf, p. 122. And certainly the preſent 
Notion ofa Right of Dominion, founded 
in a creative, TOE On will be 
immediately embraced y the {ame ori- 
ginal Propenſions;; for I'm; perſwaded, 
could the Mind feel the Idea of ſuch a 
Power 'upon her in an Inſtant, - there 
would ſuch an inward Impulſe, like a 
natural InftinQ, ariſe, that muſt diſcover 
@ tacit rremendow kind of Aﬀent:ito- a 

Right 
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Right of Fealty and ance before 
Reaſon could draw forth into a ſhread of 
Arguments to, induce it. Indeed, the 


Title to a Right of Dominion is ſo indi-' | 


ſputable, that Reaſon cannot ſuggeſt any 
thing that can pretend to limit the exer- 
ciſe of it, beſides God's own immenſe and 


unchangable Attributes and Pertections. | 


And' therefore, tho? T will nor difpiite 
' the Power of God, whether -he could 


give his Creatures ack Laws as muſt 


make? em eternally miſerable, (for did 
his Power extend thus far, his infinite 


Wiſdom; Purity and Goodneſs, muſt - 


ſuſpend the exerciſe of it) otherwiſe 'if 
theſe/could admit of it, I can fee nothing 
that we can have recourſe to, either as 
our own, or from others, that could give 
Right'or: - Foundation to diſpute the Au- 
rar of ?em. | The Nature and Ten- 

ncy of *em, might very” well obſtru& 
th ; Obſerviies op **m'; -bur (till there 
would: be-no'real Foundation, excluſive 
of the Goodneſs and Purity of God, to 


cancel the Authority of *em. However - 


theſe may be Niceries, and therefore it's 
by no means material to'adjult or fettle 
*m. Its -abundanth ' fufficient, that 2 
creative, preſerving Power, 15 an ample 
Foundation'to eſta liſh a Right of Do- 


& 3 minion 
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minion and Obligations of Qbedience ; 
with reſpe& to thoſe Laws which God 
at any time has enjoyned us, or his infi- 
nite Purity, Goodneſs, or Wiſdom ſhall 

. ſuffer him to enjoyn us. For as long as 
his bleſſed Attributes and PerfeQions re- 
gulate the divine Decrees, there can be 
no Laws impoſed , but what directly 
tend to the Happineſs and welfare of his 
Creatures. | | 


$. 5. But further, we may conſider 
the.creative Power of God, as in reality 
it is, an incomparable Bleſſing or Benefit. 
For wecannot imagin, but anaU of Cre- 
ation was an efte&t of infinite Wildom 
and Goodneſs as well as Power. - Pm 
_ ſure the diſtinguiſhing Marks of Favour 
_ God has placed on Man, beyond the o- 
ther parts of the Creation, 1n ftamping 
him with his own Image, and 
him for a Life'and- Aion like himſelf, 
abundantly demonſtrate that - infinite 
Goodneſs, conſpired with infinite Power, 
in his firſt ProdnQtion. It cannot then 
be denied, . but a Fund of Benefits was 
raiſed in the firſt Principles of his Being : 
And certainly the firſt Notices of Reaſc 
wnftruct us, that Benefits imply an Obli- 
gation to Duty, and a Right 4n the Be- 
<E nefattor 


of Natural woes... Aſerted. 
nefactor to challenge it3-and therefor 
unleſs God, operon us a Be- 
ing, had done any thing to cancel that 
Intereſt which the Bleſh dl Crea- 
tion gave him in' us, he H ihe to 
our Obedience, without the bo iti9n of 
new Fayours of Rewards; and Lv 
quently a Power of contrib 
to our Happineſs, by Ge ws cſoRe 
wards, cannot be r blifh- # 
Right of-Obki in” But ] "iouſ free! 
confeſs, that the receipt"of Benefits 
induces an Obligation to make fi 
Returns for what is received ; when 
Se is done, the Obligation ceaſes, and 

In 3 it cannot ſich gene- 
al igations.of Obedience as arc im- 
plied in & jegiſſative Power, or a Power 


of impoſing Laws, It's true, where 
there 15 a continued Strcceſfion of Bene- 
fits, and where the very Laws kaw—ev 


bring in new Benefits, ir muſt needs 

petuate our Obligations, and render 

as univerſal as thoſe thar ariſe from a ya 

oy ages Power. And this being the,true 
aſe between God and us, I mean in re- 


f his Laws, a Right of 
"ur Erognak be f , Mafrary ow: 
of Benefits he has oft us. But yer 


thus is a UE WTR, —_—_ 
G 4 
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true and fundamental Right of Dominion 
and Obedience flows from God's creative 
Power, whereby he hath made-us, and 
not. we ourſelyes. And that this Argu- 
meat of Benefits, and all others, concen» 
ter with, if not derive from it. In a 
word, this eſtabliſheth ſuchan unqueſti- 
onable Righr of Dominion and Obedi- 
ence, that were there noother to ſupport 
it, it's alone ſufficient to: give the great 
Creator ofthe World a Right to Govern 
Mankind by Laws, and enforce the Ob-+ 
ſervance of *em by. ſuitable Rewards 
and Puniſhments. 


_.. 9. 6. It now remains, that I conſider 
what is {aid by this Author, in Oppolſiti- 
on to God's Right of Sovereignty from 
his creative Power : His Words are theſe, 
It is not his great and ſupereminent Power in 
creating Men, and giving them Being which 
#s ſolely in itſelf the Ground and Founda- 
tion of his Title to their Obedience, His 
Argument is, —— For was Miſery the 


certain unalterable Condition of their Being 


without End or Decreaſe, how could the 
Author 4 their Being be imagined ta oblige 
'em to Gbey his Commands? Now before 


- I give a dire Anſwer, I cannot but re- 


mark that it ſeems to be difingenuous or 
unfair 
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unfair to argue upon important Matter 

by Su ar that contradict the x £1 
in Fact, that never were in FaQ, and that 
involve a Complication of Abſurdities 
that they ever ſhould be ſo ; ſuch I take 
to be the Creation of Man to an unaltera- 
ble State of Miſery without a Poſſibility of 
an End or Decreaſe ; for this Way of 
arguing often ſerves to confound rather 
| than illuſtrate or diſcover Truth. . But 
_ 2aly, An Inſtance ought to have been 
aſhgned againft the binding Authority 
of a creative Power, that implies a Pow- 
er in God of contributing to our Happi- 
neſs or Miſery; otherwiſe it conclos 
nothing againſt a creative Power as *tis 
now eſtabliſhed, no more than it advan- 
ces his own Hypotheſis, But if Man is 
created to an infinite and irreverſible 
State of Miſery, then God has no longer 
a Power in this Caſe of contributing to 
his Happineſs or Miſery, and conſequent- 
ly can 5 no Argument againſt a 6 of 
Dominion founded in a creative Power, 
that admits of infinite Rewards as well 
as Puniſhments. 34ly, The Inſtance gi- 
ven, ſeems to. diſcard Man from bein 

the proper Subjett of a Law : -For tis in 
vain to give Laws to a Being that is irre- 
verſible and infinitely happy or miſerable, 


ſince 
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 fince Laws in this Caſe' can turn to no 


manner of End or Improvement ; we 
may as well fuppoſle a Man infinitely, 
and irreverſibly happy, and this implies 
infinite PerfeQtion, I mean as much as a 
finite Nature is capable of, and then God 
will not only be diſabled from adding to 
his Happineſs by new Rewards, bur 
new Laws. 4zhly. The Force of this 
Inſtance only extends to determine the 
Motives, not the Right of Obedience ; 
or, in 2 word, *what will engage us ac- 
tually to obey, not wherein Right 
or Duty of Obedience is fixed ; and there- 
fore tho* Rewards and Puniſhments are 
the true and proper Motives to ſecure a 
rational Obedience, yet the Right of O- 
bedience may reſt upon a diſtin Foun- 
dation, Now I have a Preſident before 
me, I may at leaſt with leave of this Au- 
thor ſuppoſe ſomerhing out of the Way 
as well as he, to oye the truth of the 
Aﬀertion ; fuppole a Man created to in- 
finite and irreverfible Happineſs, though 
God has no longer a Power of contribu- 
ting or adding to -his Happineſs, yet I 
wy oo Nh "OO aſe w1 = 
ny 's Right of Sovereignty, a 
;s Ocpatire 


Dominion over him, as 


In one word, I have proved, That the 
Devils 
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Devilsin Hell arc or will be ia dogs 
irreverſible and infinite Miſery, 
though for this Reaſon can' 
eg no Inclinations of 
they muſt ftilf believe, or ackewol ſon 
the Sovereignty of their CO, and 
tremble. 
I preſume Thave now in ſome Mea- 
ſure tixed the Foundation of God's'Sove- 
reignty and Dominion over us; 'and tho? 
I 'have uſed ſome Liberty in tcjeQting 
the Opinions of others, yet T hope I 
may fairly account for jt. For the No- 
tions I have contended for, are founded 
on things, that fallin with the eſtabliſh- 
ed Sentiments of Mankind ; ſuch as are 
properly founded in a creative preſerving 
Power, and conſequent ahy Rooſt muſt com- 
mand a Submiſſion, a Obedience upon 
the cleareſt Convidtions of Reaſon ; and 
asJong as the Arguments ſuggeſted are 
cogent and fatisfaQtory, it 1s not Pru- 
dence to leave the common Road, and 
put things of Moment and Importance 
upon an Iffue that'it may be wants Evi- 
dence ;-or at leaſt contradifts ſome re- 
. ceived''Truths' or Notions, But now 
an Enquiry of this Nature has been made,, 
I cannot difmifſs' the A1 without 


adoring our Great and Good God,' Crea- 
tor 


- A - W I 
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tor and Sovereign, For who is like unto the 
Loyd our God, who dwelleth on High, and 
get hambleth Himſelf to behold the things 
| that are in Heaven and in the Earth, Palm 
I13. Ver. 5,6. Tho” God is inveſted 
with ſuch an abſolute Sovereignty over 
| the Sons of Men, yet he has graciouſly 
| condeſcended' to conſider their Infirmi- 
ties, Wants and Neceſſities. It's alrea- 
| dy concluded, that, the Laws he original- 
} ly gave to- Mankind are adapted to rhe 
| great Ends and Intereſts of our Nature; 
_ are not only contrived to preſerve 
its Frame from Violence and Ruin, . but 
to advance and ſecure that Happineſs 
its capable'of receiving : They are con- 
trived not- ſo much to repreſent the Au- 
thority - of an abſolute . Creator, as: to 
eſtabliſh the Happineſs of his Creatures ; 
' whatever Right of- Dominion God may 
challenge to impoſe thoſe Laws he has gi- 
ven us, it's manifeſt they carry their 
own Arguments of Obedience along 
with *em. He has not. bound us wich 
the Cords of Fear, . but. Love; indeed 
they have the higheſt Overtures of Love 
to recommend *em. ; Love not only for 
the excceding  Recompence of Reward 
that is annexed to the obſervance of ?em, 
but Love that is contained in ie: yery 
rame 


®. 
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Frame of *em, eyen Love as dear and ya- 
| luable to us, as the Love of Ourſelves, 
and our own Happineſs, fince they are 
the dire& and immediate Inſtruments of 
Happineſs ; ſo that were God deſtitute of 
a Right of impoſing Laws, or even a 
Power of contrib further to: our 
Happineſs by freſh Rewards, the Na- 
ture and Tendency of thoſe Laws he has 
aQtually impoſed (if not obſtrutted by 
very debauched Propenſions,) is ſuffict- 
ent to ſecure an Obedience to him. 


CuaP, 
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Cuavy. IX 


Of the Certainty of Rewards and 
Pumiſhments undey 4 State of Na- 
rure. 


$. 1. JE Ndeed L have already touched 
&- upon this Argument, 1n the 
Diſquiſition of a Law of Nature ; but 
in order to the eſtabliſhing a Scheme 
of Natural Religion, I think myſelf 
obliged to enlarge a little further up- 
on it, And firſt, I ſhall not Appeal to 
the Argument of Natural Conſcience, 
warranted by Revelation itſelf ; in as 
much as it contains an Abſolving or Cons 
demning Faculty in it, and contineng 
muſt be ated with a Senſe of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, «the immediate Spring . 
or Appendage of ſuch Powers cr Facul- 
ties. This will be conſidered on another 
Subjet. To proceed then, It's already 
concluded, That the DiQtates of Natu- 
ral Reaſon are true and proper Laws e« 
ſtabliſhed in a rightful and competent . 
Authority ; that is, in one word, they 
are 
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are the Commands ofa Sovereign Power 
and Authority over the whole Oti-ſpring 
of Mankind. And *tis already conclu- 
ded, that Rewards and Puniſhments (I 
mean ſuch as are lodged in the Hands of 
the Legiſlator, not the natural EffteQs of 
the Aftion, ariſing from the Obſervation 
or Violation of the Law) are, ar leaft, 
the neceſſary Appendages or Concomi- 


tants of a Law. TIwill not run intothe + 


nice and tedious Diſputes of the Schools, 
and examine whether Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments are ſo much of the Nature or 
Effence of a Law, that it loſes the deno- 
munation of a Law without them : This 
mult be allowed by thoſe, that place the 
Obligation of a Law purely in a Power 
of Rewarding or Puniſhing. But this 
has been diſputed already, and therefore 


Pm inclined tothe Negative. But how- 


ever it cannot be denitd, but Rewards 
are an agarable Property of. a Law, 

ing PerfeCtion to it, and. a Preroga- 
tive peculiar to every Legiſlator. For 
certainly no one cane a rightful Legila- 
tor, without a Right to deſpenſe Re- 
wards and Puniſhments : They declare 
and ſignifie a binding Authority, and no 
one can pals for a rightiul Legiſlator, 
wEhout a Right to obligeor require Obe- 


dience, 


- pe - 
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dience.” - Herein 'a Law diſtinguiſhes it 


felf from Counſel or Exhortation. A- 


gain, they contribute to the Perfection 
of a Law, ſincethe Ends and Intentions 
of it cannot be ſecured without *em, - 

This is abſolutely neceſſary, where 
the Perſons that yield an Obedience, are 
acted by contrary Diſpoſitions and Pro- 

nfions ; and , conſequently they may 
juſtly be eſteemed inſeparable Properties 
ofa Law. TI will not diſputethe Power 
or Prerogative of Heaven, whether God 
could not rightfully enjoyn a Law with- 
out annexing ſuitable Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments ; Yue whoſoever compares the 
Laws he hasenjoyned with the Propenfi- 
ons of Human Nature, will be:apt to 
impeach his infinite Wiſdom for'not an- 
nexing ſuitable Rewards as well as Pu- 
niſhments, ſince without ?em 1t*s moral- 


ly impoſſible: to *enforce-the Obſervance 


of ſuch. Laws. * Indeed- Rewards and 


Punithments are fo much a Property of 
2a Law, that God thought fit to' uſher 
the firſt poſitive Law he gave to Man- 
Kind into the World, by annexing ent 
toit; 1» the Day- that thou eateFt 'there- 
6f- thou ſbalt ſurely die, Gen. 2. 17. © AS 
if he intended to imprint a Senſe of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in the _— 

ea 
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much the Property of a Law, that where- 
ever there .is the Face of Gover 

and Laws enatted, Rewards and -Pu- 
niſhments are eſteemed the u tona- 


ble Prerogatives of the "legiſlative Pow- 


er. 'The whole Off-ſpring of Mankind 
that were ever under the: Condutt of a 
Law, are ated with ſuch. a deep Senſe 
of *em, that a Right of Puniſhmeat is 
never diſputed, tho? the Penalty is not 
expreſly annexed. Thus far then art leaſt 
we areadvanced ; unleſs we can deny a 
Sovereign Creator a Right of exerciſing 
a legiſlative Power, we muſt allow him 
a Right of executing Puniſhments upon 
the Violation of his Laws, as well as- a 
4a of rewarding the Obſervance of 
tNEmM, 


$. 2. But now the Certainty of Divine 
Puniſhments, . as well as Rewards, = 
ſuing all his Laws, even Laws of. Na- 
ture, is. evinced from indiſputable Au- 
thorities. Few will be forward to. dif- 
pute. the Certainty of Rewards, and 
therefore. I ſhall con{ider it purely with 
reſpeQ to Puniſhments:, And 1#, 'Fhat 
God will diſpence certain Puniſhments 
H upon 


OY F PR "> 
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Idea of a Law. In a word, they are ſo , 
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upon the Violation of any Law of Na- 
ture, follows from the general Ends and 
Intentions of all Law-givers; eſpecially 
the Supreme Drvine OT , that 
ave Being to every Soul, that is capa- 
ble of receiving a Law, as well as Laws 
to govern them by. Now no Law-giver 
can ever give Laws to others, without 
defigning , for ſome ſpecial Ends and 
Purpoſes, to have them executed, and 
obferved : Withont this it's abfurd, for 
a Law-grver to engage in enafting Laws, 
or trouble his Subjects with the Burden 
that arifes from the Tmpofition of them. 
Itr a word, 5 act 1n _ or to no 
poſe ; an Imputation that cannot 
vio Horror, w_ ere mee be 
charged upon' God, who 1s always 
verned by the unchangeable DiKhate of 
infinite Wiſdom. Therefore ſince we 
muſt conclude, that the Sovereign Lord 
of all the World, is ated with the deep-. 
eft coricern to have his Laws executed, 
__ Punifhment is the beſt Expedient to 
enforce the Execution 'of %e, and fince 
Puniſhment is due upon the Violation of 
**, it muſt fofow that Puniſhment 
wilF attend the Violation of *em.. 


Pp. 3 
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$. 3. . But 245, 'The Certainty of Pu- 
niſhment diſcovers itſelf from the Na- 
ture of theſe Laws, with relation to 
thoſe Beings to whom they are given. 
Now it's already concluded, That Laws 
of Nature ariſe from the eſtabliſhed 
Frame and Condition of our Beings, and 
Concenter with the prime Ends and 
Intereſts. of *em. - The Obſervance of 
Laws of Nature bring natural Rewards 
along with *em, ſufficient to recommend 
*em. to the Choices of reafoning Beings ; 
and the Violation. of **m implies a Re- 
nuntiation,not only of the common Rules 
of Prudence, but Self-preſervation, the 
neceſſary Inſtin& of ſenſitive. unthink- 
ing Beings. And therefore when Laws 
of Nature are violated, there ſeems no 
Room, or Foundation left,to excite or 
work upon infinite Mercy : Indeed, did 
God act like an Egyprian Task-malter, 
and not only require Brick without 
Straw, but continue the Tail upon. the 
greateſt Sweat and Drudgery, merely 
to. exert -an -abſoſute Sovereignty and 
Dominion, he might ſometimes be melt- 
ed into Compaſſion, when a poor Vaſlal 
happens to fall ſhort of the Line of 
Ss -:. Dwy3; 
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De but now the Violation of them, 

plics the higheſt Aggravations of Fol- 
he and reſolved Iniquity; and there- 
fore we cannot tmagine that any thing 
can induce an infinitely wiſe Creator to 
ſiſpend any Puniſhments he can juſtly 
EXCCUre, 


$. 4. But 3dly, Tet us conſider the 
Nature of the Ctmait: with reſpeQ 
to God that gave them. 'N ow certain- 
ly, fince it is concluded, That'Taws of 
Nature, or DiQates of Nature take'their 
Riſe from the Author of Nature, they 


are not only eſtabliſhed according to the 


iginal Frame of created Nature; but 


Bk. r/o + Nd the infinite Purity and Ho- 
lineſs 0 


: They are the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, Ta the Brightneſs 
of that infirite Mind, with whom there 
is no Shadow of Darkneſs or Impt 


| On this Account the FOO (8) Laws 
of N ature, is not onl 


an Aﬀront com- 
mitted againſt the ajeſty and Sove- 
o n Authority 'of ,God ; "but a 'groſs 
rfion upon his Infinite Purity and 
nfeque —4 it muft en- 

gage Him in the deepeſt 


eſentments : 


 SothatFuniſhmentis nownomore an At 


of 


\ 
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of SEE ry, bur an AR of Jultie, to 


"Birt that is byt is means 
4 infinite Purity ; If He's of 


alt 
cohabit fed. 
be armed with the | {t Reſentments, 
even. ſuch as will anſwer the Charatter 
he has given of himſelf, for our God is : | 
conſuming Fire. And therefore th 
his infirute, Love , and Mercy mi .: 
ſometimes. engage him ,to remit the Pu- 
niſhment that is due to the. Violation of 
a known Law, yet his infinite Juſtice 
will not Cy any. rill-he has farisfied 
the wary £0) his infigite Purity and 
Hol; whoſpever ſer 
riouſly Fes rveys th the. Attions of the Al- 
. diſcover /how di- 


wares his Laws reſu It from the ge" 


exe: yay Se 


LE Rf, hs Tet 


_ if God+ is not 
rn to ac his A A 


H3} 


to "behold; much leſS to ' 
quity, certainl y he muſt . 
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| hell certainly be concerned to vindicate 
his infinite Purity and Goodneſs; and 
therefore we may conclude the Hand 
joyn in Hand, the Diſobedient ſhall not go 
unpuniſbed. T will not pretend to; fix a 
Standard of Puniſhment for Offences 
committed againſt T.aws of Nature, I 
mean- with reſpeCt to the' Nature, De- 
arees or Continuance of them ; for tho® 
there are a” great ME y Argurnents that 


might. fuggeſt very tderable Diſto- 
veries in theſe- mater; hoo T thiokthez 
were- in-a' afure Sectets 1 


inthe Hat of Pak he thought 
fit to reveal Himſelf in Caſey of this Na- 
rure, this'being eo! per | Bufineſs* of 
Revelation: 779% pe] to Behevers 
and Chriſtians; \'Se- " Fo now: done it 
beyond all difpute or eavil. Apain, 7 
_ will not pretend to conelude every par- 
ticular Sout'that aQs againſt Laws of 

NatureCunderthe V neeof Heaven : 
Punifhment;nbdoubt wif be proportio- | 
ned: according to the rmeans of Informa- 
tion, and'there Hg eva; er Caſes in 

a State of Nature, w e invinetble 
norance” thay ''be a $'the Bart 

Juſtice to: ecklar Perk ns; but yet the 
Attions'o? Men are intricate, and Hu- 
. mane 


of Natwral Relig erted. 
mane Knowled ge pa he ofa a_nar- 
row and therefore we muſt 


leave thele as Secrets to the Diſcerner of 
Spirits, and that C ge of the Lord, 1 


every Man's pe lar Conſcience. 

Is fic cient that the Violations of Laws 
ru to Revelatio 

der OUS 

and that a the Reaſon'i 


them. 
f Mank 
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"Wirkei "he. 28 Rs! © te 3þ1;) 
Of . the. Original of ; Parental Duty, 


Lowe, and Aﬀettion-; and. filial | 


$. 1.JT was not my Defign- to' de- 

':""'- ſeend to Rock no.:more 
than to preſent the World with an'exatt | 
Lift” or; Catalogue of 'Laws' of Nature. 
Several 'Attempts of this kind have been 
made” by 'eminent "and learned Hands, 
{ome with great 'Succeſs, and to all ima- 
ginable Satisfaftion.” It's ſufficient if - I 
have' in ſome: Meafure prepared a _ 
that will unlock the Cabinet ; -and ſo 
far let-us into the Book of Nature, that 
we may- by the Workings of - natural 
Reaſon diſcover the great Lines of Laws 
of Nature, and judge 'which are to be 
ranked into the number, and which 
eſteemed poſitive. But fince thewhole 
Hypotheſis is advanced without any re- 
gard to 'relative CharaQters, and conſe- 
quently the. Original and Obligation of 
relative Duties are not ſodireAly _— 

ns TS 


of Natural Relig licion Aſſerted. 
red by it ; I ſhall take the Liberty of 
enquiring into thoſe which God in his 


Providence has made ſo umportant 1n the 
Afﬀairs of Men, I mean thoſe between 


rear Love and ARA Chai. n. And firitof a pa- 


and pombe Indeed this 
15a prefied-0n-the 
Frame of the oy —_ it _epontiny 
diſcovers itſelf thro? all the Parts of the 
Animal World. 'To.love our own Off- 
ſpring, ſeems to be. the Effe&s of a natu- 
ral Jaſtia&t or fion, that: as wio- 
lently' exerts itſelf 1 as a 'Spark that 
flies © ey G The Moral Vertuoſo's of 
hy preſent pre are here ſhamefully foil- 


ed;-. in their Scheme : For 


_ tho? chay- may labour. to ſtifle the Evi- 


dences of abs 7-1 that beſpeak them 
to be the pure Workings'of Nature; the 
Teſtimony which the ſenſitive Order of 
Creatures bears tothis of natural AﬀeQi- 
on,renders their Attempts wholly unſuc- 
ceſsful. It might have-been replied, That 

a parental AﬀeQion..expreſſed in . the 
Care,of their own:Of-ſpring, : is: only a 
faſhionable Imployment, ſer- 0n-foot to 
perpetuate their own-Names and Memo- 
ries ; but when the lower Order of Crea- 
tures, that want 'Faculties to: form an { _w_ 

uc 


I 21: | | 
j 
- hb 


122 
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fuck forefighted Projections, diſcoyer 
an equal Share of Concern, Induſtry and 
Compaſſion ; they .as well as we muſt 
conclude that it's the Effect of ſome pe- 
culiar Propenſions, wove in - with the 
Frame.and Conſtitution of our Beings, 
Indeed the Fondnels, Vigilance, Labour 
and Induſtry, that mAainkng Brutes ex- 
erciſe towards there own Oft-{pring, can- 
not be reſolved into any thing, but a 
powerful Sympathy and Earniag which 
God hath unplanted .in them, as they 
bear their own Image and Repreſenta- 
tions, or rather as/they:ave the Eftects of 
their own molt intimate Powers and 
Faculties, and carry their own. Princi- 
ples of Life, Blood, and Spirits 1n.'em ; or, 
na word, as they, imply the moſt ſenfi- 
ble Ex n-and: Propagation of their 
own Natures. . | 

And here I cannot well forbear a ſhort 
Digreſſion. If it be enquired how theſe 
may be lay replied, Not by Realn, o 
ma replied, Not by Realon, or 
a ne) erence ; for no Inference can 
be made: even, from pa rticular' Qbjetts, 

Ideas, or ge- 


neral Notions, or Maxims, and. a Pow- 
er of comparing anddiftinguiſhing two 


or 


0 p Natural Refighn Aſertel. 


or more things together : Thus, Su 
a Lioneſs by: Real {on were to ——_— 
that this, and not another, to wit, a ſe- 
cond, thitd, or fourth Whelp is her own 
Off:ſpring 3 ; ſhe muſt compare the Off 
ſpring in certain Lineaments' and Fea- 
eures, or other ſenſible Qualities with 
the Idea ſhe had before bel: os 
muft compare this with the Idea ſhe as 
of thoſe ſhe 'rejeQs ; and after a ſtrif 
Agreement with the former, and a pal- 
pable Diſagreement with the latter, ſhe 
cannot come to a rational Aﬀent with- 
out ſome abſtrated Tdeas of Identity 
and Diverfity, or without the help oftwo 
general Maxims, that where he ſent 
'Obje&t exatth agrees with the Idea be- 
fore conceived, it is the fame, and where 
the preſent Objed differs from the Idea, 
which another particular ObjeCt yields, 
it cannot be the ſame but another. This 
is the Analyfis of the moſt fimple Reaſon- 
ing, and of 2 narrower on paſs too, than 
ſome of Mr. LocFs'Com Ee blens and 
therefore T cannot bur \ r how he, 


nog rn Tie 


denies Boe 2 Poder "Dec xy rating, or 


compounding , or forming Complex 
deas 
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deas, and allows them a Power of com- 


paring only in a very inferior P 
Ser Hay B. 2. Cap. 11, 4nd B. 4. Cap: 
17» 


But to return, Irs viſible theſe act 
Motions of Tenderneſs and Compaſſiga 
are excited by the Emanation of certaia 
Particles wot the Of-ſpring of each 
reſpeQive Kind or Order of | chief. . 
ly affeQing the Senſe of Smelling.. And 
bon the ſilly Brute exerciſcs the ſame 
Fondneſs towards her Siſter's Qtſpring ; 
nay, even towards one of another Or- 
der, in caſethe difference in Form, Smell, 
Shape or Proportion is not too notorious, 
Hence, we may preſume, ;the AﬀeRtion 
dwiadles and wears off, as theſe Partis: 
cles that accompanied the ORG prin From 
the Womb, decay in Power, and 
cy ; and conſe equently that by.a Law mw 
ha rrge] ho retain *em, till they are 

e of aa for. their own. Sub- 

nce. . Fromall this it's indiſputably 
evident, that/a parental AﬀeCtion.is .im- 
planted ; in the very Frame and Conſtitur 


tion of Ugpupking Brutes. And therefore, 
ſince Providence. has inſtituted. the ſame 


Laws and Methods for: ;bringi Man- 
kind into the World, with thoſe he has 
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aſſign'd to Brutes, we mult conclude that” - 
he Rs created *em with the ſame original 
Propenfions ; and as he has given *em'no- 
bler Powers and Faculties, as Springs 
and Movements to every Attion, ſo we 
muſt conclude that theſe Propenſions in 
Men are ſet on Wotk after a different 
manner from thoſe in Brutes. "They are 
not ated by pure Senſations, but by the 
Powers of Reaſon added to %*em ; for 
when a Child is repreſented to the Mind 
to be the moſt lively Exertion of our vital 
Powers and Faculties,” zo be Boxe of our 
Boe, and Fleſh of our Fleſh, the firſt Aſ- 
ſent to ſich an Idea, mult aCtuate theſe 
native Propenſions into' all the Offices 
of Love, Care and Tenderneſs. Theſe 
are but the natural Sallies of that AﬀeQi- 
on which we were created with towards 
ourſelves ; for »o one as yet ever hated his 
own Fleſh, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it. 
So that a parental AﬀeCtion is ſo much a 
Law of Nature, that the firſt Snopeſti- 
ons of Reaſon excite to the exerciſe of it. 
A ſingle Concluſion commands an Aﬀent 
co' the Duty, and at the fame time kin- 
dles or attuates the AﬀeStions into a 
Practice ſuitable to'it. © Indeed it's a Law 
that ſoapparently reſults from the _ 
X 
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of Humane Nature, that it carries the 
Appearance of being Innate ; and, in one 
word, for Man to love and cheriſh his 
Off-ſpring, is certainly the Reſult of an 


' innate Propenſion ; but the exerciſe of it 


from the conſideration of the cloſe Af- 
finity it bears to his own Fleſh and Blood, 
is a Work of Reaſon. This ſeems to be 
a Law truly written in our Hearts, for 
if we ever think or reaſon upon the Sub- 
ject, Nature will command a practical 
Aſent to it. Indeed Reaſon does not 
more carefully diftate the Law than Nas- , 
ture; both within and without conſpire 
to enfoice the Practice of it ; for if the 
firſt Workings of Reaſon powerfully ex- 
Cite 2 paternal Aﬀe&tion, Pm ſure the 

imitive Impotence in which Providence 

s decreed Mankind to be brought forth, 
loudly inſtruts us we ſhould exert it in 
the moſt affteAionate Methods of Preſer- 
vation. | 

In a wor, A parental Care and Af- 
fection 15 {0 clearly pointed out as a Duty, 
even by. the DiCtates of Natural Reaſon, 
that the perpetual Reproaches, which 
= Careand COnnnet t 4574 pes mw 
throw upon the Ne of it, are (one 
would think) "M07, 06 or Motive ſut- 


* ficient 
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_ Riejent to enforce the Obſervance of it. | 
And therefore where ſuch natural Bow-= 
els of Compaſſhon are wanting, it*s an in- 
fallible Indication that” the Mind is de- 
ſperately ſunk in Barbarity. . And now 
let the Latitudinarian endeavour to over- 
turn this Branch of a Law of Nature, by 
CE up ſome unnatural Cruelties 
among the Greets, yet I think it reſts up- 
on an unſhaken Foundation ; and there- 
fore before he RejeQts it upon ſuch a 
ſlender Suggeſtion, let him conſider that 
there are ſome few Monſters among 
Brutes, that inſtead of Preſerving, deſtroy 
their own Oft-ſpring. And as there are 
forme among this Order, ſo God may, 
to make known the Power of his Name, 
ſuffer fome Monſters among Men, with- 
out injuring a Law, that is eſtabliſhed 
with ſo much Evidenceand Solemanity. - 


þ. 2. I proceed in the ſecond place, 
to- conſider the Foundation and Orig 
nal of filial Reverence and Duty. 

And firſt, I think a parental Care and 
Tenderneſs, in tencing us from Cold and 
Nakednefs, and giving us a liberal Edu- 
' cation, when, without the firſt, we muſt 
have periſhed in our own Impotence, 

Is 
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is ſufficient, if once applied to the Mind, 
and attended to, to diQtate the, higheſt 
Tokens of Reverence, .if not.Duty,' A 
ſenſe of ſuch ineſtimable Benefits upon 
the firſt Convictions of Reaſon,.-are ſut- 
ficieat to induce an Obligation. to, make 


ſuitable Returns to. ?em, and I think no-  - 


thing leſs than that. Honour: and Reve-« 
rence that expreſſes itſelf in.a  conſcien- 
tious Submiſſion to all juſt and equitable 
Commands. I mean fuch- as. paſs. for 
the Conſequences of Laws of Nature, 
or are fairly conſiſtent with *em.,'; But 
this ſeems to carry us no further than.the 
Kindneſs of a ſignal BenefaCtor indiſpenſ- 
ably obliges us to ; whereas a Parent 
implies ſomething more conſiderable than 
the Notion of a BenefaCtor can ſuggeſt, 
and therefore Reaſon ſeems. to. dictate 
that God hath raiſed a more ſtrict and 
abſolute Foundation of Obedience; .and 
certainly the Obedience which is paid 
towards a Parent, is naturally ated with 
fuch a reverential Awe and Deterence, 
as argues a kind of Authority and Do- 
minion, and conſequently contains ſome- 
thing more in it than a Senſe of Benefits. 
And truly our great Creator hath ſufficj- 
entiy diſcovered the thing, ſince he ſeems 

| to 


OTE 1% | 
to have raiſed; an'Obedien Nr i 
fame Ties, upon which 


oncladed, that as God 
ers of Natural Reaſoh, Ereclk 

us to'/be the great Fountain of our Being 
and Preſervation, / a 'Senſe of and” 
Obedience, as well as a Right 0 of Obes 


dience, as powerfully reſults from it, as 
Light from the Sun. © ©; 
And' fince Parents,” by a Divine oo 
cree, are honbured with the ſame” Chas, 
racers in as'eminent a ', manne as is 
conſiſtent with the Nature of a Crea 
or Subſtiture ; - and are Created with 
ſtrong” and invincible! Propenſions, as 
welt as:Eaws and Obligations," to Ji: 
{wer the Intentions' of them, Reaſon 
will oblige'us to conclude, that God has 
thereby induced Obligations of a fabor- 
dinate Obedience, that is, in all thoſe 
Caſes wherein he has not expreſly in- 
terpoſet] by a Law - Nature, ' or Reve- 


lation; 


Ns eoeſed hand 


preme Right, of zh 
creative . preſerving Power 0 

oVEr.us 3 and in a word, 
oduCtion 1 in..2. ſtriC 


ſupereminent | 


;to akoonode a 


Right of Dominion in our Common Pa- 
toral, 


$. 3. But RL it's already on: 
cluled; That. the Offices of Par 
Duty. are enforced upon. the frofark 
Progenſions,, as well pet's As &=- 
ven an invincible Concern. for our-own 
Fleſh and WO, and where the Con». 
cern IS. | rOCa1l,, WE 
but it FF to eſtabliſh 0s» Righe of Du 

and Qbedience, as. well as enforce it. 
te tm as, the. great Creator of the 
World thought.it oocaery ro repreſent - 
and enforce the, Duty of Parents by 
certain indeleble Pro ropeſions {o Rea- 


ſon will inſtru&t us, that he has conſti- 
tuted 
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”s 
. 


% 


Gasto _ id andicbbtaions an 
ib —— = 
turn 
Gonare AﬀeRtioh to our own 
who coy convey 
for it in 0 
itſelf to thoſe-that are'but aloe 
from us. ' This:is ſo that it's 
jr to be eſteemed a main Foundation 
common! Bowels of 'H 
before Offices we exerciſe as 
Men towartls one another. 
Bur to return ; It's viſible, the Alli- 
ance 8 equal on both hands, and conſe- 
the Proper we may juſtly preſume, that 
ons of Duty and: Reverence 
on the Chl@s part, that 
a Being and Subſiſtence, 4s the 
Propenſions Care and Compaſſion 
on the Parents o_ miniſters _ 
2 & 


ih. 
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The Maxid:halds this way; 20 oze_ as: 
yet ever; hated: bis: own Fleſh; From all 
= it's RE IRON implants 

we inuſt.conclude,”-that*the- bare Pro- 

poſalof a Parent to the Mind, ſo as, to 
apprehend-the:true foree; and purport 
of the 'Term;. will \naturally command 
theſe Propenſions into: the: higheſt In- 
ſtances of Duty,and Qbedieade, .as well 
a3:Awe atid:Reverence: This is a Duty 
ſo legible:in the; Frame: and Conftitutt- 
on of'ouriBeings, that Nature; by. the 
help ofa.fingle Concluſion at; the ſame 
_ time, diftates:andenforces it: AndI'm 
perſwaded, were not the Frame of the 
Soul, in'this as well as other'\Caſes, mi- 
_ ſerably perverted by vitious Habits, - or 
Diſpoſitions; contra&ted:thro* Educati- 
on, or Example, it*s impoſſible but ſhe 
muſt reſt under a perpetual Senſe and 


. ETA Jen 


Apprehenſion of it. 13a 
And now let fomeMen Vargipar up- 
on the At of Generation as liberally 


and contemptibly as they pleaſe, we 
have all the Nekiba in he World to 
believe, that God has - made- it' one 
Ground of an eternatand indiſpenſable 
Duty. Pm ſure he'that ſubſcribes » 

the 


"2M Natural Religiin-Afferted. 1x3 
the Truth and Divinity of'tlieSacred* | 
Oracles, muſi''own tas fich,: fince we 
find it-expreſly: as an: 
ment ofthe arkex unto thy Fa: 
ther thas reor cy Prov. '27, ver. 22: 
Bur: then wheri we conſider, -that we 
did:not only take" our Riſe-from-rho 
Blefings rt hs Carcand Tapia, 
and that God,:by-a ſpeciabDecree, -en- 
joyned. it upon eih-2s an indiſpenſable 
Duty, it's 'ain' evitlent! Confirmation' of 
the fundamental Title, = of:Genera- 
tion, and an unqueftiona was nr 
thas God dare toinduce 1 
ble Obligations of Obedience -upon _—_ | 
And-rruly he that confiders: and allows 
ron. Right of Een droſcening Pom aq 
in his cr wa mu 
allow: a bores Rk Radic of Domini- 
enin him wan a age Bethe imme- 
diate Inſtrument and 'Subſtitute for 
| yay: Oy and Wonders of 


" Thusfar, x1 it's abundantly 
—_—_— that. the,Ob 5of Filial 
- and Obedience-reſt upon -an un- 
onable Foundation. "Thar which 
Fechains, is to DS AY the. Extent of 


I 3 'em 3 
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*tm:3- and rhis will belt be: 

by applying /em.to the firſt Parent of 
Mankind; tom whom the Notion: will 
eſent -irſelf as it lies/in its original 
del} And certainly we may, in the | 
firlt place, affiem, T hat Fill pe Apr | 
any external Ceremonies, or ' Inftances, 
of Reſpett,-nor even thoſe that termi« 
nate uv» Obligations to, fuccour and Te- 
beve a Parent under Want: or Diſtreſs ; 
butit extends to the:Regulation of our 
Livesand Aftions by Commands and 
Laws in allthe Parts and Inſtances of 


$. 4: From what — 
offered, : E think ic may, with of 
Reaſon, beaffirmed,. Fhatthg firſt Pa- 
of Mankindis, -by God, mveſted 


rent of 
. with a Sovereign, Power: over his Ofh- 

ipring to:preſcribe Laws for the Con- 

duct of their Lives and AQtions, in- alh 

Caſes and Emergencies purſuant to the 

| Laws of God-—— whether natural or re- 
| vealed; -or: where God-has no way in» 
rerpoſed:to the contrary.. And pyrſu- 


ant to-this, it's an uncontroverted' Truth, | 
that the Patriarchs rightfully GE 
| | the 


NEO —_ OW FOE | oo EO I _——— 


of Natural Reſight Aﬀerted, 


Pat 90d ny 


poegey lnpeyiont 
08 ioulbery i5{da ble to 'the 
Divine:Will, that though private- Per: 
i: Tor a 7 of th 
v W1 antin fror ft 


trig 

oh en tundy: Al terrainly ia 

Paternalor Patriarchal Power ally 

includes a'Prieſtly Power, I can UI 

Reaſon to diſpute the | Authority of 

Kingly Power. - Abd Ms to this 

aſſures t - 

op, 6 well wy other army exits, 

© w——_—_— 2 x Sacerdotal as well 
fign and 


utoriry of the f nnd 
er, or Les rh ene Pow 


tb. R_ or ever will 
eſtabliſh aroong Maittkind, is ro pie- 
ſcribe-I2ows for the R tion of our 
Lives and ARtions in'll Cafes and-E- 

Ces, on ary rar and 


the 
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Bat to 


of Nature and the _ our Beings 


are 


poſitive Human Laws— by the Laws 
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| FinGmwads and F Fondation 


we Gan! Gras J _ have al the;Rezſon 
in.che World. rq,:conclude ,; that; this 
Power and 1d, Authori Was; 3 TR 
lodged, 1nche.p bY 'Power;of. Adgm 
ours is own. 0 fhoing: ads $,66rtain, 
he Frerogati es of the Supre Wer; 
do not.extend to the [os Inge 00s 
al Rights: and: Aopemuires, hi 
Lays 5 i of Nanny. or, Le tion: giv 


f Ye Be ano che; and och ed, 


that an authoritative Power; 18: Jodged 
in. the Fat <= there is na Qhbſtru+ 


but oN. Pat: FanS. Oh vp o_ 
m tend | impoſing: 
on Pig are! ind cd. to. an{wer; theſe 
End&and Purpoſes.;;. Indeed: God's:mas 
iS Governmuns 'necellary ſems-to 
NR Tn Pros ores 
ts And Pre yes.of it E 
had eſtabliſhed. it ypon hnothen Home: 
dation by ſome... expreſs Law ; » for 
God” having created the Otipring of 


Adam 


Aion in 6464S Natyre | of | woo arp 4 
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Adam with" the! ftrong 
of Obedience to Bs < a - Fr God 
having” eſtabliſhed"an Obedience upon 
the - ſame' Principles upon which he' 
challenges our” Obedience , "we muſt 
conclude; that a of Obedience 
accrewsto Adam as a Father in all thoſe 
Caſes Whetein God tias made it neceſſa- 
ry -for/Mankind 'to'be | governed, by 
Laws: And ſince God has made it ne- 
ceſſary for the Of:ſpring of Adam, and 
in them; the Ofſpraig of Mankind (e- 
ven by the: higheſt heft Necedfiy, that of 
Naturs'and Pxiſtente ) AG by Sbci- 
ety;"ahd'to be goyerned by Laws in or- 
der to the enfortejhdlr © the Laws A 
God; whether tral or Revealed 
inthe in order tothe Securi Of ihe 
Wellfate and Happine of 7 of- ind, 
the Paternal Power of Adan mitt Oris 
y extend to af the Prerogatives of 


aradters which'God 
rr orld Gl M6 to all Tntents 
and-Purpoſes Gods immediate Vice-ge- 
renegunlels ſome” poſitive: and expreſ 
Law-had fignified' he contrary... | 
"Ins word, a Neceſſity arifipg from 
the Frathe and Order of Nature, is, in 
a 


77 


fan dtd Fu ſo that ” vertne of 
5-8 


1 3 
b. A 
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a .of Nature, the proper Evidence 
ry. ne Deſi a, ir il out: 
ment, Pry Or: any Law- = 
tyre z/ and therefore fince Civil Govern- 


ment is thus far neceflary,: Reaſon. will 


dilate Ggd's Inventions in/ placing it, 


thatis,according tot Qrder of Nature, 
or. where: he pied the. principal 
Marksof Authority. or Supremacy, :In- 
deed, the Notion Leben on : Argue 
ments Geranhomining. that na- 
tural Realm di ;a8 
Grid ly from "0 eral Power as that 


pear there were. nothing 
in the ature of fo ome that inter- 


of Natural Religinn 4 fſerted.” 
thung re 


nge be rejeiel; "Now: we 

belions; that Adam was re profeſs an of 
Mankind ;' far even: the: Woman of 
Lay egy mon mm Am 


re: Ore | © Power iſſued 
forth of and fince 
/ args yr eget as for the 


Gs NEIL bonne ron 
Superiority as'we as a 
giance is.derived to him, we mult con- 
clude, that hisOt-ſpring could not chal- 
lenge a Right of CorpaGt any way do- 
rogatory to' that Preheminence and Su- 
periority which the Laws/of God and 
Nature had thus placed him in. - In a 
word, /it's ſ his Age; his Knows 


and ve him 'a cwvil 
on bm recs Fr and 
if we add this to his/Paternal Rights, 
Reaſon; wiltforce us to acknowledgoaw 
bare Pri or! Place, orfor 

iority in ime, or 
Ger, or external wa rnb} _ "a 


and thoek this Touty 
ow a 
rae cy i i ths ah 


be 


of Equaliry, without which, there can 
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be no.Colour-or Foundation:for an ori- 
inal Contra&. Indeed this is a Conje- 
eſo vain-and groundlefs, that the 
Divine Methods .in Peopling the World 
by Deſcent ant not by a'Multitude at 
orice, 'is fufficient todhake the'Credit of 


it;:.' And certainly nothing but the wild 
Suppoſition which YE; 79 has beg- 
ged to advance tis Hypothefis, is .con- 


tradicted by Matter of .FaQ;' (I mean a 
Multirude of Men, by Divine Appoint- 
ment, /{prung up: like Muthrooms). or 
an open Renunciation of the Hiſtory of 
the Creation, can aſſert the DoCtrine 
of 4 natural Equality. - But'to conſider 
the Argument of Compact: little fur- 
ther: It*scertain,CompaCtis nd further 
y good ; and:therefore.:noone canright- 
Gn ns Compal roraſ up 


or cancel any Ews of. -God: or Nature; 
or:1na word; any-furtherthan-it is cort» 


aftent (with! the:true Ends-of: Govern 
ment; and! thus, far the Neceſſity: of 
Government:(without any-Injury to na- 
turabLiberty):ſegms ta'iplace its Power 
aad Authority,in the Perfom:in whom 
the very Order:of Nature, _as well fome 
peculiar Matks'of Sovereignty; have ap- 
parently fixed it. 


CHAP. 
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Reflections on ſome. Pa OR r 


Mr. Lock's Eſſay of Human 


Underſtanding, and 4 Tan 


_ of Government, Part, 2 


$.1. Nd. brit, Mr. Lock having 


_— the wn ni of what 
the World 


ah h never _ 0 —_ from jr 
e Power of Education, whereby. 
che z0% —_— in the And befor 
e Memory. begins to keep a 
ſter of their AQtions, . he obſerves, Men 
from hence: conclude, T hat "choſe Pro- 
poſs tions, of. whoſe. Kpowledge they cay 
find in *emſelves no Original, were cer- 
tainly the Impref# of God and Natare 
upon-their Minds, and not taught them 
by any one elſe. This he endeavours 
to-illuſtrate by the Inſtance of Fylial 
Reverence. Theſe ( ſays he) they ex- 
tertain and ſubmit.to, 4s many do-to 
their Parents "_ Veneration; not be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe it is Nataral, nor do Chilaren ao 
it, -where they are not*ſo taught, but be« 
cauſe having been always ſo educated, and 
having no Remembrance of the beginnin 
of this ReſpefF, they think it is Haw, 
Effay B. 1, Cap. 3. $. 23; - | 

I-will not -peremptorily. limit -the 
Words to a Senſe which they ſeem to 
expreſs. If Mr. Lock, by the Term 
Natural, mtends fo as Native Inſeri- 
ptions are, then I can readily grant that 
a Filial Veneration is not in this Sehfe 
Natural. But if he affirms-that it is not 


Natural, as Laws of Nature are (which 


he ſeems to do, when he tells us, that 
Children would nor pay any Veneration, 
were they not fo taught) then he muſt 
pardon me if I cannot joyn with him in 
the Notion ; forI hopeT have ſufficient- 
ly proved that Children arenaturallyen- 
dowed with as ſtrong Propenſions of 
Filial Reverence and-Reſpett, as thoſe 
in Parents of Parental Tenderneſs and 
Compathon ;-'and- that the bare Per- 
ception of 'the Idea or Term Parent, 
would naturally Actuate theſe native 
Propenſions in fuch a .manner, as to 
command not only Solemn Reverence 
and ReſpeQ,, but Filial Obedience, had 

| nor 


4 I —_—— —  — 
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ace doen dodge 
Tongs a, rp | Bite 
yo” , a great deal of Filial 


Reverence- and Duty is worn, off by 
thoſe Devolutions, which the Reafons 
andN eceſſitiesofcivilGovernment have 
made.in the chiefeſt Branches of Paren- 
tal Power ; otherwiſe I queſtion not'but 
Das venkt, oothecly, wells the 
W 5 
Minds of Men, as:no doubFie did un- 
der the firſt Government, where the 
Supreme. Power was both Pareat and 


Sovereign, 


$.. 2. But. to: conſider the Poſitions 
ok another Treatiſe, I preſume, well 
known to Mr. Lock, | 


And firſt. in order to overturn the. 


Parental Power, as it extends to Go- 
vernment. This Gentleman, a3 well 
—_ Hobbs (tho? both- in a different 
Way) thinks he has gain*d the Field, 
by proving, that the Mother is an e- 
Sharer in that: Power which ac- 
= to: a; Father as a Parent : He 
proves: it from both Teſtaments, yur 
ticularly Exod, 20.32. and: Eph. 6 


and. the, Remark: is, Had but this cab 


thing 
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| thing been-well conſodered, without Jooks - 
ing any deeper into the Matter, -it might 
perhaps have kept: Men from running in-- 
to thoſe groſs:Miſtakes," they . have made 
about Parents. Two. Treaties of Go-- 
vernment,; Part 2.\Cap- 6. 4. $2; 53: 
Now in Anſwer to thus, I will. not de-- 
ny but the Word of God enoyns Duty 
and Obedience to both Parents; butthe' 
cannot be. ignorant but: it muſt 'be a6 
ſigned to the Mother,: only in aiSub-' 
ordinate.manner ;: for ee I would fain 
know how with any:colour of Truth: 
or Reaſon he expounds theſe Paſlages:- 
Thy Deſire ſball be to thine Husband, and 
he ſhall rule over thee, Gen. 3. 16: Wives 
ſabmit yourſelves unto your own Husbands, 
4s unto the Lord ; for the Husband is the. 
Head of the Wife, even as'Chriit & the 
Head of. the Church. . Therefore. as the 
Church is ſubjett. unto Chriit, ſo let. the 
Wives be unto tbeir own Husbands in 
every thing, Eph. 5. 22. &c. St. Peter 
is as large on the {ſame Argument, to 
whom I Thall reter him,Eph.1. 3. Sothat 
it's eyident the revealed Law gives-a 
ſupereminent Power to the Father, e- 
ven asa Father, as well as a Husband 
Giace the Wiſe is to obey in all things, 
| | all 


— 
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and conſequently to give place to his 
Authority, in laying his juſt Com- 
mand upon his Children: 

But further, the natural Fratne of 
Man, not only in reſpect of Strength 
and Vigour of Body, but Courage 
and Reſolution of Mind, feems to 
give him ſo much Superiority and 
Prehetninence, as- by the Diftates of 
Natural Reaſon is ſufficient to e- 
ſtabliſh a ſupereminent Power and 
Authority to that of the Woman : 
Pm ſure the holy Spirit draws 
the CharaQer not unlike this, when 
the Woman is ftiPd The weaker Veſ- 
ſel. But now, in the preſent Argu- 
ment, we are to have recourſe to 
Matter of FaQ, -by conſidering the 
Method God took in the Produtti- 
on of the Womaa ; for the Diſpute 
—_ whether de fa&o, the Pater- 
nal Power of Adam was' Superemi- 
nent to that of the Woman ; It's 
abundantly concluded if 1t be made 
appear from the eſtabliſhed Methods 
of the Creation z and the Argument 
is the ſame in the Original of Govern- 
ment ; for this is to be _ from Mat- 
| tor 
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ter of FaQ, eſpecially as long} as *tis 
recorded and Tran tted Sn Un 
queſtionable Authority ; and..when 
once-the Original of Government is 
fixed, the Succeſhon of Governments 
will eaſily be accounted for, without 
ProjeQting an unaginary State of Na- 
ture and Equality, and original-Com- 
paQ upon it. It is not my Buſineſs 
now to draw the Scheme, but if this 
Author will not be content without 
it, he ſhall have it upon Demand; 
and therefore it's unpardonable Ar- 
rogance 1n thoſe that receive the Sto- 
ry of the Creation, to erect a Scheme 
without any regard to. it, or rather 
ſuch as is highly inconſiſtent with the 
plain Dottrines of it. 

But to return, the Records of the 
Creation aſſure us, That the Wo- 
man, or Mother of Mankind, took 
her Being from the Man ; God did 
not think fit to give her an Original 
Independent of the Man, by an im- 
mediate Creation from common Mat- 


ter, but made her a Debtor to the 


Man, by forming her of his Fleſh 
and "Blood ; and therefore if this is 


al- 
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allowed;,, natural . Reaſon will. pro- 
nounce-1t a Mark of-natural SubjeQi- 
on., and. confc uently aſhgn her no 

=more than a. ſubordinate Authority, 
Pm- ſure the holy Spirit remarks as 
much,. where we: are expreſly told, 

| The Head of the Woman « the Man, 
and that He i the Image and Glory 
of God, but the Woman « the Glory 
of the Man, for the Man i wot made 
of the Woman, but the Woman of the 
Man ; neither is the Man. created for 
the Woman, but the Woman for the 
Maa, 1 Cor. 11, 3,7, 8, 9. 

But- further, It a natural SubjeQi- 
on does not-Reſult from the Laws of 
Creation, we may find iteftabliſh'd b 
a Poſitive Law : For thy Deſire ſhall 
to thy Husband, and he ſhall Rale 0+ 

' wer thee, Gen. 3.16, Indeed it de» 
{zrves our- Notice to obſerve how this 
Author labours to droll away the Im- 
rt of the Text, by expoling Adam's 
narchy, being in the next Verſe, 

in his own Language, Condemned to 
be a Day-laboarer for Life, Pa. 1. Cap. 
5. 0. 443 45- But who ſees not thro” 
the Weakneſs of the Harangue , for 
if after 
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after all his 'Tricks and Tnfinuations 
he's 'not 'able to prove that God has 
not placed the Woman in a State -of 


SubjeQion, tho? it be interpreted as ' 


part of her Puniſhment, and-conſe- 
quently eſtabliſhed a ſuperemnnent 
Power and Authority in Adam, tho? 
he wanted not his Puniſhment'in be- 
ing condemned to reap the Blefſin 
of this Life, even of Government itſelf, 
in contitual Sweat and Labour. Here 
is not a ſupereminent Power eſtabliſh- 
ed in CompaQ, but conferred by God 
himſelf, Indeed it's indiſputably e- 
vident, all thoſe Rights of Dominion 
that were inveſted in 4dam, even that 
which reſults from his Conjugal E- 
ſtate, was conferred by God ; for tho? 
God was pleaſed to leave the Conju- 
cal Eſtate of his Deſcendents, to be 
eſtabliſhed upon voluntary ContraQs, 
he thought fit to make his an-imme- 
diate Grant as well as the Authority 
of it. But then, tho” the entring mto 
a State of Matrimony now 18 a pure 
Compact, yet the Authority that de- 
rives upon the Husband from it, is by 
no means a piece of Compatt ; _ 15 
. A- 
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eſtabliſhed by. God alone in. the firſt 
Inſtitutian, of A cctiman y, and enfor- 
ced by After-laws. 

Tiz Sum.of all is this, The Rights 
of Parental Juriſdiction confidere = in 
the Nature of the Thing. itſelf, had 
been 5n'common to our firſt Parents, 
bad not God ſignified the contrary, 

giving. the. Womaz a Being from 
- 4 Maz, and aſſigning him a ſupere- 
minent Power by an expreſs Law ; 
and fince this is abundantly evinced, 
I. hope an imaginary State of E aft 
lity or Freedom ſhall not hinder 
from limit une his own-Ordinances x 
Pleaſure ; and conſequently the Rights 
of the Paternal Power are r iuebly 
inveſted -in_the Fatherhood. Here 
is the main Effort of our Adverſaries; 
for the only Artifice to ſtrip the Fa- 
therhopd: of all civil Juriſdiftion, was 
to;clog the Notion with Abſurdities, 
by contending for a joyat Juriſdi&tion 
in-the.Mother, upon the Foundatians 
oF the Parental Power; and therefore 

ſer aſide, there_is nothin 
lo that is of force to Diſcard any 0 
thoſe Prerogatives that have hithertg 
been aſſigned, K 3 But 
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But to'proceed, He tells us that the 
Parental and Political Power are Joper- 
fettly Diſtin## and Stparate,” and Hu 
upon ſo different Foundations, ahd gi- 
ven to ſo different Ends, that every 
Sabjett that is a Father, has 4s much 4 
Paternal Power over his Chilartns as the 
Prince has over his, Tb: 6.7, But'it's 
maniteſt the Argument is, concerning 
Paternal and Political Power, as 1t 
was in the re Inſtitution of %m. 
And it's already granted, that Pater- 
nal and Political Power, as exerciſed 
in the preſent tn of the 
World, are yiſibly diſtinguiſhed; but 
it cannot. be an pk the) "i —by 
ſoin their Original. 
vernments of the Work#ref TON a. 
ferent F oundations from what Govern- 
ment did'in its Original, and yet it 
does not follow that-their Foundati- 
on was an. original Compact from a - 
_ State of Nature or Equality, 
or I defie this Author +to'-prove 'that 
there was ever afy Bod df Meir re- 
pry and de jure in fuch a 
ce the roaeetirh uttkeſs Mamimit 
red by the Civil Power. 


Again, 
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_ Again, the Exerciſe of the Pater- 
nal. Power in- ptivate Families, 'that 
are'the.Deſcendents of Adam, is vaſt- 
difterent from - what it was in the 
Original ; for God having made Go- 
verament neceſſary to the Support of 
Mankind,. it was abſolutely neceſſary 
that that part of the Paternal Power, 

which conſiſts in IpRIrs Laws, - 
ſhould devolve from Under+families 
upon: Adam, and OREany in Af- 
ter=governments it mult {till remain 
in the Father of each reſpeCtive Go- 
vernment, or in other-'Terms in the 
Governing Power. But notwithſtand- 
ing all rhis, the commanding Power 
and Authority,. which has been abun- 
_ dantly aſſerted to be in the original 
Rights of the Paternal Power, by the 
Laws of God, and the Reaſons of the 
ing, ftill remains in private Parents 
or Fathers, wherethe Civil Power has 
notexpreſly interpoſed, or where it's 

it 


| exert itſelf in the 

Co of Humane Life. But tode- 
from eternal Diſtinftion of 

Paternal from Political Government, 
he,.un a preſents us with 
4 an 
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an Inſtance of a Stranger's, coming . 
into a Family, who-ſhould Kill one of. 
the Patriarch's Children ; upon. which 
he allows. the Patriarch 'a Power: to 
put him to Death, and yet he ſays it's 
impoſſible he ſhould do it by Vertue of 
Jny Paternal Authority,1b. 0, 74; Now, 
for my part, Pm ſo far from cilcermng 
any Impoſſibility,that I cannot fathom 
the Conſequence of the Argument, 
For certainly unleſs he would ny the 
Queſtion, or. pronounce it Impoſſible, 
that a Paternal Power ſhould imploy 
a Coercive Power 1n it,within the: Di- 
ſtrits of its Government,over all thoſe 
that diſturb the Peace of it ; why may 
not the Power of Capital Puniſhments 
be attributed to a.:Paternal- Power, 
without a Conſent or Deputatioafrom 
thoſe Children that arg the principal 
Members. of it ? Though he cannot 
puniſh the. Stranger as his own Of 
ipring,yet ifa Political 'Power branch- 
es itſelf from a Paternal Power (as has 
been ſufficiently proved) .T hope:no 
one can deny. but there is ſuch Powers 
todged in it as are ſafficient to ſecure 
the Ends of Government, and cogſe- 


quently 


— 
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quently a Coercive'Power to Punith 
any from within or without, thar in- 
vade the Peace of it.” | | 
'But'$4y, To ſupport his own Hy-. 
potheſis,' and avoid the Political Au- 
thority" of the Paternal Power, he af- 
firms, "That tho? the Duties of Honour 
and Reſpe& are Ercrnal, yet the com- 
manding Power is Temporary, and 
ceaſes with Nonage or Nidority: 
See $' 64, 67, 69, &c. That when 
this Power expires, Children are in 
as abſolute a State of Freedom as 
the Farther, and that too, not only 
in reſpect to the Father's Authority, 
but of the Civil Government. This 
is the Subſtance- of ſeveral SeCtions, 
and it's very viſible, that his chief- 
eft Arguments are raiſed upon Pater+ 
nal Power; as *tis exercis'd under the e- 
ſtablifſhed Governments of the World, 
which is a Fallacy already deteCted, 
But to make ſome Returns nord 
to'Methodand Order. The Duty o 
Children Pm perſuaded, in the full 
Extent of it, is of eternal Obligation, 
where *ris not a reno: by a high- 
er Law, that'of Society, upon whuch 
account alone ( as is already WW) 
ve 
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ved) of it by the Reaſon and 
Neceſſity of 'Fhings devolves upon 
the Supreme Fower. . Indeed,if what 
has been aſſerted carries Evidence and 
Truth in 1t, the Duty of - Children 
muſt be Eternal., It has been abun- 
dantly proved, That the Ground or 
Foundation of Filial Duty and Obedi- 
ence is Eternal, viz. That of Genera- 
tion, and an unchangeable AﬀeRion 
reſulting from it : And if the Ground 
of Obligationis eternal, the Duty muſt 
be ſo too, 

But to proceed, the Word of God 
ſeems expreſs in this Matter ; for we 
are not only enjoyned to Honour , 
bur Obey our Parents. Now it's well 
known, Obedience ſuppoſes a decre- 
tory Bows or commanding Autho- 


rity ; and the Precept not bei 
given bigs any Limitations thas 


ny it. Te , I cannot diſcera 
by what ity this. Gentleman 
onounces it Tomponrys Indeed 
arg am 2 how ,any one that 
receives: the Scriptures. for. he 


Yard, of Ge a ſafely jo 


FRO ; —_ there: 
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ed and enforced upon ſuch ample Pro- 
_ that we muſt —_ God de- 

- to perpetuate the ations 
of it. The time would Rl ore to 
 colle@ all the-Paſlages that manitfeſt- 
Iy favour this Notion ; I ſhall there- 

e touch on a few that are very re- 
markable. 

And firft, the Power of Bleſſing 
and Curfing exerciſed by the Patr- 
ak; is a arr pony Evidence 4 
the Perpetut : Is well 
known NN Rats een EX= 
erciſed this Power, and their Deſten- 
dents as con{ciencioully atknowledg- 


ed it. STS 
It was a Senſe of this Power, that 
made Expoſtulate before he 


Javob 
embraced- his Mother's Expedicht : 


— _ — — — 
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bleſſed him, yes, and be ſhall be bleſſed, 
V. 33. - Amoſt convincing Argument 
truly, that this Right of Bleſling and 
Gueſling was founded in a Divine Ori- 
ginal ; and certainly there needs no- 
rhing more to demonſtrate the Divine 
Will and Pleaſure than the inſepara- 
ble Effefts and Conſequences of, his 
Power, ſince we find that the Bleſ- 
ſings or Curſes of Parents as infallibly 
purſued their Children as. they were 
diſpenſed. Thus the. Bleſſing of 1/azc 
attended Jacob, and the Curtes of No- 
aþ purſued his-Son Canaan : Carſed be 
Canaan ; «4 Servant of Servants ſhall 
he be unto hic Brethren, Gen. 9. v, 25. 
Now certainly a Proviſion of fuch 
ſpecial Powers can carry nq leſs a De- 
fign 1n it than the. perpetuating of a 
Filial. Reveregce-and , Duty; It God 
had not deſign'd toeſtablſh an Im- 
mortal Power. and Authority in the 
D arent, why ps he Pannr ſuchdi- 

inguiſhing' Marks of, Sovereignty 
and Dominion ? - Can we imagin, 
that ſuch. a,;tremendaus Power was 
exerted purely to-ſecure-an Obedience 
during Minority, and a.ceremonious 
Reverence afterwards: excluſive of: 2 
DNS: com- 
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commanding Authority ?.-Nocertain- 
ly, this is a Conjecture, that runs 
counter to all the Accounts of Tune ; 
for the Obedience of Children/in the 
firſt Ages of the World was as remark- 
able as the Parents Cominands after. 
a State' of Maturity ; and indeed it 
could proceed from nothing leſs than 
a juſt Senſe of an indeleble Chara- 
RQer and Authority, 'as well as Pow- 
er to enforce it. 

But further, the "Duty and Obedi- 
ence of Children is {o far from be- 
ing any wife Temporary, that God 
has given his own- expreſs Promiſes 
to perpetuate the Obligation. St. Paul 
has long ſince obſerv*d, that, Chilaren 
obey your Parents, u the firi# Commana- 
ment with Promiſe ,, Epheſ: 6. 1, 2. 
And certainly where the Sanction is 
peculiar or extraordinary , the Obli- 
gation of the Command muſt bear a 
proportion to it ;. and where God has 
diſcover'd —__—_ ſo _—_ __ 
citous to enforce the by ſpecial. 
Rewards as well as Toke fc irag WE 
may conclude he:intended to-perpetu- 
ate it. Thus far the Suffrage of Scri- 
pture ſeems clear and indiſputable * 

But 
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But if all this will not. convince , 1 
ſhall refer this Author to the Story of 
Jonadab, the Son of Rechab, out of 
the very:Mouthof the Prophet : The 
Command or Prohibition was againſt 
drinking of Wine as well as building 
of Houſes, 'which ſeems to be an A- 
bridgment of the:Natural Liberties of 
Mankind, and conſequently if the. 
Commanding Power of Parents cea- 
ſes with Nonage, it may - very well 
do fo in Caſes of this Nature. But 
inſtead of this, we find the: Obli»: 
gation aflerted by a Complication of 
Arguments 3 Jozadab advances the 
Command by virtue of a Parental 
Power and Authority : Te ſhall drink 
no Wine," neither ye nor your Sons for 
ever, that ye may {ive many Days where 
e be Strangers, fer. 35. v.6, 7. The 
very Commandment with Promiſe. And 
the Rechabites were poſſeſſed with as 
deep a Senſe of its Obligation ; for 
when the Prophet, by the Command 


of God, tryed their Fidelity, the on- 


ly Argument of their Non-compli- . 
ance, was the Command of their Fa- 
ther Jozadab, and the Proſpect of 
Inheriting the Blefling annexed £0 
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the Command, 'Thus have we 
the Voice of Jonadab our Father, and 
done all that Jonadab. our Father coms- 
manded us, V, 8, 9. But this is not 
all, for the Obligation | of the Com- 
mand is not only recogniſed by Men, 
even thoſe ' that were immediately 
concerned in it, but by God him- 
ſelf; for he does not only annex the 
Promiſe of the Command, to: the 
Obſervance of it : Becauſe ye have 
obeyed the Commandment of Jonadab 
your Father, and ke 2! all his Precepts— 
T herefor ; Jonadb, the Sox of Re- 
chab, ſhall not want a Man to ftand 
before me for ever, V. 18, 19, But ex- 
preſly repreſents- that eternal Obedi- 
ence that is due to his Commands 
by it ; for this was God's Deſign in 
obliging che Prophet to try the Res 
chabites Conſtancy and Perleyerance, 
by ſettin Cine and Pots full of 
Wine before them, and command- 
ing them to Drink; and therefore 
the Inference is Recorded : Go and 
tell the rd 9 _ and the Inhu- 
bitants of \ W all ye mot re- 
cerve bAcommmngea to hearken to 
Words ? The Words of Jonadab, the 


Jon 
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Sox of Rechab, . that he commanded 
his Sons are performed ; for unto this. 
Day - they. drink no Wine, but. obey 
their Father*s. Commanament..: . Nots: 
withſtanding I have ſpoken! unto youy: 


riſing up early, axd ſpeaking, but yt: 


hearkned not anto me, V. 17, 14: - And: 
Row how can any Maa diſpute the Per-- 
petuity of a Commanding. Paternal. 
Power. Has not God himlelf. drawn 
the Parallel ? _If his Commanding: 
Poweris not Temporary,neither is that 
of the Parent. The Nature of the Com- 
mand might have engaged a pows+ 
ertul Advocate oinr it, the Free- 
doms and Immunities of a. reaſona- 
ble Being, but yet the Conſcience | of 
{o juſt a Superior, bearing ſo. awful 
a CharaQer as that of a Father, com- 
mands an immediate Submiſſion. . In- 
deed this ſingle Inſtance repreſents 
it as a Doctrine univerſally received, 
and in thoſe Ages undiſputed ; and 
therefore I preſume it will be a 'Task 
of ſome difficulty for this Author to 
produce a Diſpenſation, much. more 


a Repeal under the Goſpel OEcono- 
my. 


Bus 
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\- Bur" proceed to cofifider the Argu- 
rhents 'alteady advyatriced to ſupport the 
Notion, and T1 find'the main and princi- 
pal Argument 'is* formed from the Na- 
ture, tid Reaſon of Paternal Authority; 
for the. Auithor, expreſly reſolves. the 
commanding Power into' a help to the 
weakneſs, and imperſettions of of their Nonage, 
a Diſcipline neceſſary to their Education, 
but when they are once arrived to the En 
franchiſem ent of theTears of Diſcretion, the 
Father's "Empire then ceaſes. * Sett. 65. 
But let us conſider rhis in the Inſtance 
already given, that of our firſt Parent. 
I would 'demand of this Gentleman, 

whether'after Years of Diſcretion, a Dil- 
ciplin© 6f Civil Commands, and Laws, 
wes not abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Condud'of our Liyes and Actions; ' yet 
as neceſſary as 2 commanding Diſcipline 
to a Chilt's Education. Iftherefore Ci- 

vil Government from the beginning was 
Neceſſary even for Adult Perſons, this 
Diſcipline muſt be o roo ; aid then let 
Reaſori detetinine' whether this. com- 
manding Tarn ep Power, or this 
Diſophne' of giving Laws, and Com- 

ands was tiot Appropriate to Adam, in 
whom God had inveſts 
Power 'and Authority ; and yg too 
L under 


ed all deligated- 


% 
-, 
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VIGEN 
| ms of Soyercignty; 
and Dominion, . I r1waged /an. ; 
biaſſed Perſon would:pronounce ſuch 
Title unqueſtionable, when, there.1s ng 
expreſs Law that declares the,contraty, 
'Again he tells us, 7he. Power which Pa- 
rents have aver their Children, ariſes from 
that Duty which is incumbent on. them, tq 
take care of their Of-ſprivs during the im 
peeſert State of Childhood... 


pader the. higeſt arks 
Im 


hood... See Set, 58. 

vt Iam perſwaded, I have. with good 
Evidence fixed it on adiſtin& Foundati- 
on. . Parental Duty, indeed, is. 2 ſubx 
ſtantial-Reaſon, . that God ſhould | Eſta» 
bliſh.a Right of . Dominion, bur. it is 
no. Argument. that 'he has Eſtabliſhed 
it on this Foundation : no, I haveproved 
the contrary. But admit we, that a 
Parental Right'of Dominion was found-+ 
£d-in the Duties ofa Parent, yet.if Pa- 
rental Duty - be perpecual, a, Parental 
Right of Dominion mult be ſo. too, ,_In- 
deed, .to give colour to this uncouth 
Notion, he Suggeſts, rhar rhat part of 
Parznral Duty which conſiſts. in Edusy 
cation, ceaſes when the buſineſs of Edu- 
cation is oyer, he, means when :Nonage 
ceaſes, Sect, 69.. But certainly, if In- 
firuftion, .or. Commands. are. at any 


 timengceſlary, and nor ſuperſeded x E- 
OT OT TI \cr 


Rs 3,0" | his 
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igher Power, it's the Indifpenſible Du- 
y.of theFather to ehjoyn 'them, and 
rlic Dury. of Children to embrace them. 
T preſume: Chriſtianiry will inſtruct eve- 
ry.. believing Father, ' rhat a Child's 
ge, or Abilities can-never exempt him 
from giving ſach Counſels, and Precepts 
(if he ftands in need ofthem,) as may in- 
duce him tolive in the Nurture andAd- 
monition of the Lord. ' Upon the whole 
then,theCommands of privateParents af- 
ter Nonage,are for the-moſt parr ſuper* 
ſeded;by the ample proviſions of theCivil 
Power in allRegular Goyernments: and 
inlike manner,the power of Puniſhmenrs 
js juſtly raken away upon that Inte- 
reft, or Property, which the Goyern- 
ment challenges'in all -irs Members ; 
bur Yer i any thing is omitted in the 
Civil Power neceflary to: rhe Conduct 
of rhe” Child's Life, I am. perſwaded the 
Parent is. not: only to adminiſter Coun* 
fel, but lay his Commands, and the 
Child is indiſpenſibly obliged to yield'a 
Conſctencions Obedience, upon a juſt 
Deference . to the Parents's Character; 
and Authority. This is to obey,as wnto 
God and. Chriſt, and not «nto Men. This 
Author freely confeſſes,” char the Duty 
of Piety expreſſed not only in Acts of 
L 2 Reyo» 
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Reyerence, ;and Reſpect, bur in ſup 
ing, and 'dcfending the Perſons © -our 


Parents,is perpetual ; and Tam perſwad+ 
cd/ there can be no Juſt Reaſon affi aſſigned, 
why a Reverential Obedience; to” juſt 


reaſonable 'Commanids is not x 
tual roo ;- it is indeed replyed, that the 


Former Refilts from the Laws of Grati4 


tude, founded iri Benefit, ſo'inexpreſti- 


* ble; that'rhe one can "never be Cancels 
led, nor: the: orher Compenſared;' bur't 


hope: it is proved they are founded in 
ſomethirig beſides, that ſerves to' per- 
petuate*an Obligation; andfince a com« 
manding Power has the ſame Authori- 
ty and Foundation, J cannot conceive 
why an Obedience to the Commands 
of - Parents ſhould not_ be 'perperual; 
where 'God ſeems to' have * made ſuch 
Commands neceſſary to the Condutt of 
Humane Life. Thus' far here's no 
Foundation given - for the 'Supgeſti- 
on this Author has made in extending 
the Goſpel Precept to a commanding 
Power, as it by virtue of it a-Parenrt 


| thould pretend ro'trear an Adult Son 


fill as a Boy. Se. 68. 'For the ncceſſi- 


| ty of ſuch commands is ſuperſeded by 


| Abitkits; and tho it is reaſonable ro 


the circumſtahces of Age, 'and Perſonal 


conclude 


of Natur Natur al Þ el Merted," 


|  conclad, * that a Commanding Pow 


» Jet it Ought ar.all rimes. to 
(Cl _ according to. the neceflicy, 

rc of things: . In a word, t 

Durics of. Parents, and Chile 


ren. appear from the nature of the things | 


to, be 3n their Original Inſticution per- 
perual, and ther 4 2: before this Au- 
thor had pronounced them "Temporary, 

e ſhould have conſidered, wherher. ic 


was not, to. make the Commandmcnts 


. of. God of none effe, ro ſupport his 


vain, and, groundleſs, Traditions, ſuch 
35. 2. State of Freedom, Equality, and 


| Waal: Conuradt. 


'F add To conlider 2 State of Free« 
dom, which. is affirmed co be as abſolute 
as.that. of the, Father. - The only Rea- 
lag and. Argument alligned B this. 
Freedom, i is. 11 his' own Language this, 


The Freedom, then of Man, and lite erty of 


Adling opegrding to bis ownl#ill, isg rounds 


ed an. X 's bavjng Reaſov,. which is _ to. 
inſtri m. in that Law he is to gover t- 


Caf hy. aud wake Lim kubw how far he 


is leſt to the \ freedom of his own Will. Se. 
Now. Lam content to. put the No» 

tion on this ifſue, with a ſmall mattes 
added to it. If Man art acertain period 
1+ -1S 


165 


166 The Grounds and. Foutdation 
is-cndued with. a ſufficiency of Reaſon 
to inſtru him in thar- Law hejis/to: 
govern. himſelf: by, . and / make; him: 
know: how far he 1s left to the Freedonr 
of his own Will, and | had” Ingendvity;' 
and” Integrity enough 'to/proferute- 18, 
then L will grant that he may challenge 

. a Freedom, or Liberty oerehy new 79 
ing to his own: Will without'-being, ace 
countable to any one, - till his own yo- 
luntary Compact had made himfo : Bur 
then ſuch a ſufficiency as this, \muſt ſu= 
perſede the neceflity of all Civit Govern« 
ment,or poſitive Laws ; Certainly then 
if Man after the 'utmolt 'pretences: to 
Reaſon, has not a ſufficiency'of Reaſon 
ar all times to inſtruct himſelf in the 
Line of Duty, no more than 'Integrity 
to adjudge his own Actions conforma- 
ble rothe Line of Duty; we'may- with 

| very good Reaſon conclude, that Matu- 
rity-of Reaſon does not cancel theBonds 
of Filial Obedience, or (to have reſpect 
ro the inſtance before us,) admit the 
Children - of 44am to an equal State of 
Liberty with himſelf, that is,/'in his 
own Language, 7o challenze: an' Execu- 
tive Power in the Exerciſe of Laws of Na» 
ture as "mich as their: Father, as well as 
Preſcribe to their ewn Will, aud regulate 


thetr. 
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theirAR ions.” Theſe are polivions that can 
10 way-bereconciled with the neceffity of 


civilGovernment;under themoſt improv'g - 
| State-of Reaſon, and that Daminion which 


by 'the-L:aws | of the Creation, God had 
inveſted him.with; for God having made 
Government :ncceſiary 'for the Support 
of Grown Men; and aQually Inveſted 
Adam with a Right of Dominion ; Rea- 
fon muſt derermine withour the: breach 
of 'Humane Freedom, that the Domini- 
en of Adam, was Originally defigned rg 
extend: as far as. was neceflary ro | the. 
Regulation, - and: Condudt of Humane 
Ations, as well by Laws, as Counſel. 
Indecd, rhe otiginal Miſtake is lodged 
in the Notion of Civil Government. 
compared with Humane Freedonr; as - 
f Humane Freedom;: or Natural Liber- 
ty, were, inthe very Notion of it, incon- 
fiſtent with Government, ' cr as: if it 
were aBreach of-Nartural Liberty £0 be 
placedunder the Condu&t of that: with» 
opt which, Man-with all his Reaſon 
cannot Subſiſt,, much leſs: be - Happy. 
Now it. is viſible, tho'. Govergment-im- 
plics a Power of impoſing,” andenforce- 
ing Laws, yet the Original Neiign of is 
was the Happineis "of Mankiad in-the 
Regulation gf rheir Lives and Actions, 


L 4 accords 
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according tothe Laws 'of God; whe»: 


thee Natural, or -Revealed. It 8 true; 
the Inftitutionof juch a Power may:im= 
ply _an' abſolute Truſt, and whether 
this Truſt is-forfeired, and accountable, 
when the Original Ends of Goyetament 
are Violated, is another Queſtion. Bur 
it is Indiſputable. theſe -are the -only 
true- ends of Government. And I'think; 
no one can affirm, that the diredt. Me- 
thods'to Happineſs are Breaches of Hu» 
mane Freedom, yea-rather, they are'the 
only : Expedients to - preferyve it, -and 
therefore 1 can ſce no Rights -in the Ex- 


erciſe of Humane Reaſon, . or Free- 


dom founded on lit, to Exempt | the 
Children of 44a» from that Ciyil-Juriſ- 
diction that Reſults from his Paternal 
Power.” ' And now I preſume. there -is 
enough oftcred ta. Reject rhe pretence 
of an 'unlimitred Freedom, .' I have en- 
larged mare - plentifully upon it, - be» 
cauſe ir is the F — of rhat State 
of Equality, upon  whieh Compact. is 
_ the felt Principle of pour Go- 
vernment ; for this reaſon I ſhall offer a 
few Arguments more, to repreſent the 
Abſurdity of-it. - 
S: 5. And firſt, if Children comitig 
to the: exerciſe of Reaſon -are not _— 
| Te 
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difchtrged' from "their Patcrnal Allegi- 
ance; bur acquire a State of Freedom 
equal :ro 'their Father, as this Poſition 
direts, Sed..66.' 'Then the Children 
of Adim;, had an unqueſtionable; Right 
to eret'a Government" over his Head, 
or'/at leaſt upon Non-compliance to-Ex- 
clude him from 'theBenefits of itz and in 
a'word, to drive him forth from his own 
Territories ; fince Civil Governments 
always challenge a Power to Baniſh 
thoſe' thar refuſe ro pay Allegiance ta 
them. That rheChildren,andDeſcendants 
of Azam could a thus,- is evident ; for 
as they were in a Stare of Freedom, and 
Equality, they could enter into a Com: 
pa&t ar Pleaſure, and confequentlyEſta- 


- bliſh a Government,upon a Majority a- 


gafnſt their Farhers. It's highly Proba- 
ble, rhe Children” of our Firſt Parent 
were acted by fo deep a ſenſe of Daty, 
as woutd' prevent. them from- the Exe- 
cuting their pretended Privilege ; bur. 
I am perſwaded, werea Set of Men un- 
der the Influence of this Author's Princi- 
ples,” placed in a State of Nature under 


their Natural Father, the Reſentments 


which the Diſcipline of their Education 
might give rhem, would cafily "engage: 
them to bandy together at ſuch a rate, 

3 | as 


70 


. dants; But now, what 
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as tb Ereft a Goyernment upon; his' 
Head ; 'and if they-did not call the Old 
Gentleman to an' account | for Male Ad 
miniſtration, yet upon N on-complianee, 
they might think © themſelves - obliged: 
to withdraw thoſe ſmall remains of Re- 
ſpe&, which this Gentleman has-aſlign- 

ed him. . However it is manifeſt, iis 
Poſition will Vindicate the Lawfulneſs 
of the Proje, and therefore ir can: be 
no Crime to apply it to the F ather. of 
Mankind, and his immediate "Deſcen-= 
n be more 
Unnatural than this is 2 Can Man pre- 
tend the leaſt Reverence, or Reſpect up- 
on ſuch a Horrid .'Treaſon . as 'this ? 
Men may Harangue on the Formathities 
of Ref} 2 avloog a as: they pleaſe, bur 
certainly it is ſome Pretenſions ro Au» 
thority this can preſeryea Filial Reve-. 
rence thar ' is truly valuable, thar-'is, 
ſuch | a: Reverence-'as expreſſes ir ſelf 
in a chearful Obedience to all juſt, and 
reaſonable Commaads. 


\F.. 6. Bur to draw rowards 2 Cons 
cluſion, this Notion of Freedom catrics 
another 'Abſurdiry in'it as Injurious to 
the Civil Power, as it 1s to the Patriar- 


chal, for:in order to. aſſert the BOHR 
ee”. 


___— 
————_ 
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this Author is forced to Diſcard the No- 
tio of: Natural Allegiance, 'and ; place 
everyone in'a State: of Liberty'-upon 
theizarrivat at Years/'of Diſcetion, till 


_ they/|ſbalk Recognize the Governing 


Power by: an-exprefs, or tacit: Conſent. 
An:expreſs Conſent he fixes in ;Promi- 
ſes; : oftOaths: of Allegiance, anda ta- 
cit, Conſent zi the Poſſeſſion or Enjoyment 
of eny; part of the Paminions of any 'Go- 
vernment,” Chap...8. Sett. 119. Part. 2. 
And: further adds, that a Tacit Con- 
ſent -only produces a Temporal Allegi- 
ance, | So that zu caſe he quits bis Poſſeſ- 
fron ty Ponation, | Sale, © or. otherwiſe; 
he-is at Liberty to go, and Incorporate kim- 


 felf in any other Commox-Wealth, or agree 


with qthers- to. begin a new one in Vacuis 
locis in eny | parf:of the World they can 
find Free, or Unpoſſeſſed. Sef. 121. Now 
certainly theſe are Pofgions that can-- 
not well be conſiſtent with theſafery of = 
any Government; for itis manifeſt, they 
ive a Latitude for Rebellion, as well as 
Piſerrion For fr/f, The Deſcendants. 
of che. Liege Subjects of any. Govern- 


ment: do: fior-yield-a Tacir Conſent even 


after. they-atrive at Years of Diſcretion, 
by.: Living, and  Subſiſting upon _ the 
Bleſſings of it, unleſs they poſſeſs, or 
Es "© enjoy 
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enjoy ſome parts of its Dominions ; fo 
that not only the Adult Children that 
Live under their Parents without a Sex; 

| tlement, huteven the Poor, or Labour- 
ing part of a Nation, or even all, that 
are not the true Proprietors of 'Eſtates, 

{till remain in a State of Nature, unſlcſs 

the Government” has aQtually required 

an Oath of Fidcliry. 1f this be true, 
as the caſe now ſtands in the . Exg/i/h 

Goverhment, where Oaths of Allegi- 

ance are only required but_upon Special 

Occaſions, and where purſuant to our 

.Law, in ſome caſes ; he has fixed the. 

term of Nonape at Twenty One, he muſt 

neceſſarily bring a Majority of Zfedive 

Men within a State of Nature? and 

therefore tho upon his Principles aRight 

doth not accrue to the Poſſeſlions of an 

Eſtabliſhed Government, yet in caſe an 

Eſtabliſhed Government dozs not think 

fit to treat them as Men ina State of 

Nature, or happens to exerciſe the laſt 

ſhadow of ;Rigour, or Seycrity upon 

them, they are according to rule (his 
own I mean) rhe proper Eecurlaters of 

Laws of Nature, and. conſequently, 

they have Right «of War, not only a- 

gainſt their Common, but Natural Pa- 

reats. And truely, I do not ſee but a 
| Project 
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ProjeQ of this nature might prove ex- 

' rreamly ſucceſsful, for purſtant ro. this: 
Learned Hypotheſis, a Body of Rich: 
Male-Contents that have not entred jn-: 
ro an expreſs Allegiance, haye power 
ro {ell their real Poſleſſions, , and when b 
this is done, they are to all intents, and 
purpoſes in a State of Nature, and-con-.. 
ſequently are prepared upon the firſt 
Alarm..to become' Generals ro worthy 
Mobile, and invade their Neighbours 
Pofſeflions with Thouſands, and ten 
Thouſands. Oh !. Bleſſed Poliricks, to 
be the ſpawn of One that is ca/led into 
the Counjels of a Government; Eats its. 
Bread, . and enjoys places of Truſt as . 
well as Profit, 1 am certain, I have re- 
preſented the Novion with all  imagin- 
able fairneſs, and tho the Abſurdities 
thatare lodged in it may paſs for a ſufft- 
cientConfuration, yet I ſhall offer ſome- 
thing further upon it.  _ 

And firſt, it is on all Hands agreed, 
that Perſons, as well as Things, may be- 
.come a'Property, and Property in the. 
Jadgment of the Learned, eſtabliſheth a 
Right ofDominion;' Conſent at leaſt ren- 
ders Perſons, or free Agents, as much a 
Property asneceſlary Agents: | Now the 
diſpure is, whether free Agents may 
| nor 
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not become-a_ Property any other way 
than by - Conſent. It's obſervable; he 
reſolves the Foundation of Property In- 
to- Labour, ſo that whatever is the 

 eflet- of Labour 'and: Induftry, or'has , 
6 Labour 'mixed with it, becomes'a-Pro- 
perty, See Chap. 5:Sett. 27, 45. 1. Part. 
Now it's manifeſt, not only the Educa- 
tion, and Subſfiſtence -of Miners, 'but of 
thouſands of Perſons that have not ex- | 
 preſly - Subſcribed. ro any Government, | 
is carried on by the Labour, Care, and” 
Conduct of the Government, as well as 
that of their natural Parents ; and rherc- 
fore Reaſon does not ſuggeſt wy thing 
ro me, why they 2renot from their ve- 
ry Infancy to be eſteemed a Property of 
the-- Government, and conſequently a 
kind of Allegiance, as it- were grows up 
with them ro the Government, as well 
as to'their Natural Parents. Ir's true, 
it is a Property highly diſtin from thar 
16 Brutes, ' for the one ſeems to be abſo- 
lute, whereas the other muſt be limit- 
ed, that is,-io Rational Ends, and. Pur- 
poſes. In this Senſe, 'a free Agent may 
be a Property of the Supreme Power, as 
well as that of Terra -#rma in another. 
But now, ſince the Civil Power chal-- 
lengeth a Property, it-cannot be'orher- 
Fs wile 
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wiſe than by yertue of the Charadter. ir 


{clf; Imean.that of aGoyerniagPower,and 


canſequently the. Property that accrews 
from ir, muſt FQabliſh a Ri ght of  Obe- 


' dience purſuant ro-it. In a word, the 
' Governing Power challenges a Right, of 
| Labourjand Aſliſtance, in order to main- 


tain the Strength, and Grandeur of the 
Community, and. conſequently, the Su- 
premePower mult be inveſted with Au- 
thocity to-impoſe. Laws for the regulati- 
on,.. and exacting 'of this Labour, and 
Induſtry. This is-a truth ſo unqueſti- 
onable, that 4] Eftabliſhed : Govern- 
ments conſtantly. challenge ſuch : Ser- 
Vices. as. every, Home-born.SubjeR- is 

capableof yielding, and exerciſc. Juriſ- 
diction over them with. as full Power, 
as if they had aqually Subſcribed to its 
Authority... This. they eſteem an uns 
doubred,; Prerogative , norwithſtanding 
any. Precences to a State of Freedom at- 
ter .Nonage.From all this it appears, how 
unjuſt this Author's Poſition js-inAutho- 
rizing. all thoſe that have not catered 
into..an. expreisAllegiance ro deſert aGo+. 


vernment at pleaiure ; for if cheLaws and: © 


Meaſures of Property advanced by this 
Author, give the Supreme Power-aRighr 


of Dominion over every Home-bora 


SubjeR, 
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SubjeR, antecedent to all Subſcriptions, 
as [think has been abundantly. evinced; 
the Subje& cannot rightfully withdraw 
himſelf from his Native Country . withs 
out Special Licenſe from the,Goyera- 
ment. I know this is a Queſtion. con- 
trovetted. by Grotzzs, Pufendorf,'\ and O= 
thers, and they generally agree, / that 
they cannot rightfully withdraw. Grega- 
tim, becauſe it muſt deſtroy the ;Fquns 
dations of Government ; but Pafendorf 
argues well, that.if one particular Per- 
fon has a right to withdraw; a.Second 


—_—_— 


and Third muſt have ſo too, and conſc- 


- quently a multirude, or Body,of Men, 


either jointly or ſeparately. _ But -how- 
ever, it 1s univerſally allowed, -that Go- 


_ veraments. may preſcribe Laws in this 


Aﬀair ; and certainly, if a Goveramenr 
can without rhe cxprefs conſent of theſe 
pretended Free-Born Pgrfons rightfully 
bind them by Laws, I . think. the Go- - 
vernment has a Right of Allegiance An- 
recedent ro Law ; for no Goyerniment 
can pretend a Power of biading. by 
Law, eſpecially, contrary to a Funda- 
mental, Natural Right, where an Ans 
recedent Right of Domimon is wanting, - 
withour-Compa®@, or Confent. This 
is. curcent -DoQtine, at leaſt with ont 

| Author, 


=o Goo oucbdltes * wt ac » 


* FN} lh Arti: 


Auth6r, the Miri Tl Original contiatt's 
In#'word; the Sunt of 'w 71 has beth 
Mithetto" offered b by the Learned, 15 ta- 
ket fron the practices of particular G6: 
beumges Tate than from the Narure 
eifon' of the thing: Tridted it'can- 
a detiied; bur-that' patticular Per- 
ſons haye withdrawn from their Native 
Counrry; bur it is ro be gh too by 
Permiſſion; ' or. Connivance; not be 0; 
Right" 'of Natural Freedom, 'for &e 
can noJuft Reaſon be iffipned; 'why Per- 
ſons a8 well'as Things, may trot beconie 

a ptoperty* of the Government; or why'a 
Property is/not acquired in borh, pur= 
ſuant rotheir proper Ends and Uſes, by 
che ſame Laws arid Meaſures ; 16 that 


” CT 


the Labour and Conduct of the Gin: 
ment' in preſery , and. 1y orting 6g 60g 
Perſons; may Ord. us a' rope | 


16 Hſe + rrue” ends and: bi 59 of 
Goverriment, if a rational way, of man-* 
ner, asmitch as the Occupttivn or quier 
Enjoyrhent, of ahy tra&t of Land render 
it; a branch"pf irs* Dominions: "Thus 
far T: queſtion not b. 7 the' Government 
his'x Right,” *6r Property; in "the "La- 
bour and'Seryice of every adult Native,” 
aFtruly as ih theprodudt of the Ground, 
or _ Riches' ng Treaſures of + Couns 
* M ty, 


17% *Fhe\Groudr:and. Foutdator * 
- try, andtherefore it's abſurd to/imaging 
chatany ons'ican-rigbrfully wichdraw bis 
Petſon,much leſs; his Efects,orTreafure, 
and commir himlelf -and rhem':zo ano- 
ther Government, whether new -or old: 
As for this Author, he's ſo highly ſen- 
fible- how - much rhe number-/ of Sub- 
jets. contribures to the Trade, Riches, 
Strength and Glory of. a, Nation; that 
were the queſtion formally put. and ar- 
rued in # Council of Trade, and us 
referments, as: well as Judgment, -cn- 


zaped upon ir, I'm perſwaded he would 
think himſelf obliged to declare againſt 


his former Sentiments. In ohe Word, 
_ 4rs evident, theſe. are poſitions, that 
(without a Law.that enjoyns an Univer» 
ſal explicitAlegiance) muſtrender every 
Government highly precarious ;'for. if a 
{dngle- Perſon. can challenge a Right.of 
withdrawing; then may a Second and a 
.Fhird, and ſo onto a, Body, or Mub 
titude, -and by this Mcans a .Nation 
may not only be diſpeopled ar pleaſure, 
and conſequently drained of her Riches 
- and Treaſure, but hor own natural Sub- 
jects may become hee moſt formidable 
:.- And now having oftered what is ſaf- 
"ficient-to expoſe the cotieeipt, of __ 
> . ; rec- 
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Freedom,” I think I have abundantly 
evinced what was before aſſerted; Thar 
there:carinot - be a Body of Men,:: regus+ 
larly andi&e jure in ſuch 2 State of Na» - 
cure, as this Autharhas projected; For 
tho' weiſhould allow-:the firſt Govern» 
ment to be:formed ypon compact from a 
State of Nature, yet if Subjects are na» 
rurally:a' property -of a Government, it's 
impoſſible there ſhould bea Body of Men, 
in a perfe& Statcof Nature, without a t0- 
tal diſſolution of particular Governments; 
for as for the Independant State of Su- 
rome: Powers, - produced as an.Inſtance 

y this Author, he knows very well it 
proves-nothing to his deſign, or purpoſe, 
chat is a:-body of Men in a State of \na- 
ture,' from which a Government is form- 
ed upon the Force and Authority; of a 
joint:compact.. 2dly, This Notion of a 
State of -Freedom: being ſo clearly con- 
 futed by . that property, which every 
Government challenges in all rhe. Sub» 
jeds of it, as well as every Father in E 
their: Children; 1 think it adds _to- the 
ſtrength-of former Arguments” in aſlert- 
ing the Civil Prerogatives of the Paterna] 
Power; as it lay in the original, For _ 
Adam eing not only the Great Parenr 


of Mankind, but the ſole ierary. of 
- +9917 ; M 2 _ OE. 
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Off-Springs, without ' atty» Collateral, 
much -lefs Superior Power to defaulk 
from-any of his Prefogatives; if Goyern- 
ment by the Laws of Providence. was 
truly ſerviceable, 'or rather neceſſary, 
the very Station,” as well as Charater 
he bare, is ſufficient to give him a right 
of Dominion and ' Soyereigtity.' And 
thus far, I hope I have, in ſome meaſure, 
ſtated the Foundations of Civil Goyern- 
ment, - purſuant to the Eſtabliſhed Laws 
of the Creation ; and"certainly when all 


Arguments and Circumſtances -are fair- 
wy 


' laid together, 'there's-no juft-ground 
or colour for Original Compatt?* * Here's 


a manifeſt Power and.truſt, but ir ſeems 


to be the immediate Ordinance 'and Ap-- 
pointment of God,- ariſing from the E- 
ſtabliſhed Frame and' order of Things { 
Not an Arbitrary: Deputation or Com- 
miſfion; iſſuing forth. of the: Hands of 
the People, that were born 4nd formed 
for Government, and Educated and nur- 
ſed up under the Wings' of it.” T have 
provediir from the nature of the Thing, 
and the Laws of Providence, 'and were 
we to enquire into the Originaf of Go- 
vernments upon matter of Fat; we'ſhall 


_find them inveſted.in-the Paternal Pow- 
er;” indeed this Author is forced'to con- 


feſs 
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feſs.as much, and then I think not up- 


- 


” : 4 O - , , 
now | af own the Argument has car- 


diouſly avoided all Applications, lelt 1 


ſhould give him a'Handle ro make uſe 
of a Common Artifice againſt me, by 
reſolving ny Reſentmears inco difloy; 
alry, towards our preſent. Sovereign; 


bur'this'is an Imputation ſo unjuſt, that 


all chat know me. are, I queſtion -nor, 
ſufficiently prepared to wipe it off: [Fox 
tho'T cannor entertain ſuch, an Opinion 
of Original ContraR, as to. be forward 
fo place al my Loyakey, upon it; gee 

ope there are others as well as my {elf, 
can find out. principles that will main- 
rain as true fealry and Allegiance, to- 
wards his preſent Majeſty, as that- can 
ſuggeſt,” or create. ROs-223 lone 226208 
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1$2 The Grounds and Foundation 
= CHAP. XII. 
Of the! Nature of Moral Good and Ewvil. 


Aving thus laid theFoundarions of 

2 the Law of Nature,and repreſent- 

itinall itsFormalities andAppendapes, 

1 proceed in the next place to conſider 

the. nature and diſtintion "of | Moral 

Good, 'and Evil. And firſt, That-we 

may deſcribe the- nature of Moral Good 

with greater clearneſs, it will be requi- 

ſite tro confider not only the Subjedt Mat- 
ter, but the Forma! Reaſons of it. 


S. x. And firſt, The fubje&t Martter 
of Moral Good undoubtedly arifes from 
the 'narural frame' and canftirution .of 
Things. As things in theit Original 
"Natfite correſpond; or agree with ' the 
Primitive ends; and Tnrereſts' ofs cach 
other, ſo they carry in them a Natural, 
or Phyſical goodneſs. ' Thus in thecaſe 
of * Temperance';; a moderate ufe/ of 
Meats and Drinks, undoubredly pre- 
ſeryes the Mind, as well' as Body in all 
its ends and uſes? and conſequently it 
js no'doubt, a Natural, or Phyſicatgood 
| ous o& 2 
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to the wholeMan. And thisI would call 
the ſubjet matter of Moral Good ; fo 
that all .Moral Good” being founded in 
the Original Frame and Conſtitution of 
things; t always implies a- Phyſical; or 
Natural Good in it. Bur, 


$12. Secondly, For the formal Rea- 
ſons of Moral Good, I conceive they are 
principally :wo. The firſt is, whereby 
it ſeems to be immediately diſtingyiſh- 
ed from a Natural Good ; and that-is 
- as it proceeds from the choices of a free 
Agent. And Secondly, As theſe choices 
are Regulated, according to the Origi- 
nal'Frane, Nature,and Order of things 


Thus in the caſe of Meats and Drinks, * 
. an: unthinking Brute may,no doubr, re-- 


ccive ſuch a portion. of borh, as is exact- 
ly accommodated to the Ends and Jnte- 
 reſts'of ſuchan Animal. Bur yet, fince 
_ this-isdone purely by a neceſlary prin- 
 ciple;} or natural {nſtin&, it cannor- ge- 
rive to it{e|Fthe denomination of a/Mo- 
ral Aion; butnow. when the moderate 
uſe of Meats and Drinks. is defined+up- 
. en 2 mature conſideration of the- ends 
and Intereſts of our beings,and we make 
*em(the meaſure. of our choices, and 
embgace 'em .as ſuch; the  ARion -0b- 
RR... 
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tains. a.new denomination ; for 'tis cor= 
tainly a / Moral Aion, and conſequent- 
ly a; Moral Good, \in as muchas it; 
moyes upon the meaſures, and prigetr 
ples of a Natural Good. 

Ir's certain, every action that. i is funds 
ed in rational Motives and Convidti- 
ons, .or that reſts.on certain Faculties 
which we are empowered to exert, Or 
not exert inthe diſquiſition of jts, Nature 


-is to be -eſtcemed 'a moral aftion,  be- 


cauſe the 'conſequences of it are td be 


- imputed to us. - And jf our choices, and 
 dererminations are Regulated accord-: 


ing to the true nature of the thing, and 
the Primitive Ends and Intereſts of, our 


Beings, it may juſtly. be-eſteemed-a mo- 
.ral Good ; bur if we chooſe, and deter- 


mine contrary to theſe meaſures ,and- 
principles, it will undoubtedly, vaſs un- 
der the charafter of a moral Evil ; fo 
that Moral Good maniſeſtly includes 


two things, firſt it muſt cect all rhe 


principles of a free: Action. Secondly, 
The Springs, and Principles of Free» 
dom, are to. move in conjunQion - with 


- the natural Frame, and intereſts of :the 


things themſelves ; and conſequently, a 
aral Good always preluppod, and 


| inches # Natural Good. I'm ſenſible” 


there 
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her& ite others "that" are not” content | 
with'this'portion '6f Moral Good, and - 
therefore® they*® add--a third Ingredient, 
from 'wherice it chiefly takes irs deno- 
mination. -For they *define it to be the 
Cotiformity'of an Aion to a* Rule, 'or 
Deer&& of a Law-piver; and conſequent- 
ly" it includes, firſt a principle of Free- 
dom; ſecondly, a Natural Goodneſs, or 
an inrrinſick Re@irude' of the Action in 
all irs relations ; and thirdly, the bind: 
ing Anthority of a Law that engages us 
to'embrace it from the Will and Plea- 
ſare-of” a Law-pgiver. But now if the 
Authority of a Law-giyer, be the true 
meaſure of Moral Goodneſs, it makes 
a Moral Law, of' Duty, and a Moral 
Good'tobe the ſame thing, whereas a 
Moral” Law or Duty feems to be the 
Complement of a Moral Good. *' The. 
ons is a "choice of things from rheir re- 
lation, 'and 'confent 'to Moral ends and 
purpoſes; the *orher, from a binding 
Authority ſuperadded'to them. In Mos-.. 
ral*Duties, the 'Law-piver is to pre- 
ſcribe in Conformiry ro theſe ends, and. 
the Moral Agent is to-chooſe, and dc- 
termine Himſelf by them, in'Conformi-, 
ty 'to the'Will, and Authority of the 
Law-giver,' but a Moral'Good feems 0 
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without conſidering-iras the Command, 
or Appointment of 'a'Sovereign ' Autho- 
rity.” But the 'denominations' of things 
are often Arbitrary, and may be exrend- 
ed- or leſſened, withour: any injury ro 
Truth, as long as the Latitude'of 'fuch 
denominations is fixed,and agreed' upon; 
and therefore, we 'ought not to be con- 
ccrned at any Terms of Art, or Modes 
of Expreſſion, as long as there's an A- 
greement in the nature of things- 


o 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Of the true meaſuresof Moral Gooaneſs. 
81h [: order to a further diſplay: of 


the nature of Moral-Goodnels, 
it will-not- be improper, nor uſeleſs' to 
conſider , the truc meaſure .,of -Moral 
Goodneſs. And firſt, I think Pleaſure, 


- Whether of Body 'or: Mind,  cannot-be 


any true. meaſure of -Moral Goodneſs. 
Thus: much the Obſervations already 


made on a: Vitiated Mind abundantly 


CYINCE. | 


For 


He OO 
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For | certainly a. Vitiated Mind: and 
Conſcience ..may conceive an undiſtur- 
bed SatisfaQion,and delightin the fouleſt 
Enormities; and yer it's abſurd to pre- 
nounc2-'em Moral Goods. 
\- For notwithſtanding any pleaſure of 
Mind-thac accompanies them, they are 
_ ſtill ro-.be ranked among Moral Eyils. 
Indeed, I cannot:.conceive how Plea- 


ſure, and Pain can be the meaſure of ' 


Natural Good ; for the Mind may cer- 


_ tainly-lie under wrong appr&henſions of 


things, and conſequently, conceive a 
pleaſure, and ſatisfation in real Evils; 
and therefore ir ſeems to be highly im- 
proper to pronounce Pleaſure, the truc, 
and only meaſure of Natural, much 
more of Moral Good. No, certainly 
the true meafure of Natural Good is to 
be taken from the Original Frame, and 
Coniticution, or ends. and intereſts of 
things, and the exat Agreement, or 
- Adapting of them. ro each other, pur- 
ſuant ro it. When things are thus ad- 
apted, -no doubr, but a true pleaſure 
of ge ao as mou _ for God 
Has ſo- graciouſly adapted things to. aur 
Welfare and Hh pineſs, and Efta | 

ed ſuch a ſtrict Harmony, and” Agree- 
ment berween us, and every ns 
4 00 
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the Intrinfick re&titude' of the. 
- matter of it, cannot be the true meaſure 
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Good that concerns us, that "there's a 


powerful Pleaſure flows from it, at leaſt 


according to the Original Occonomy, 
or Frame of things;. but yer Pleaſure 


ſeems to be a conſequent rather than a 


meaſure, or conſtituent Principle of 
Natural Good, eſpecially ſince” therc 
may ariſe this Pleaſure of Mind, when 
che true ends and intereſts of things are 
perverted, witneſs the caſe of an Erro- 
neous Judgment, or Conſcience; and 
therefore I rhink, a late Author has not 


. well expreſſed himſelf, when he tells us, 


That things are Good, and Evil, only in 
Reference to Pleaſure and Pain [ Iv cou- 
cerning Human Underſtanding, Cap. 20. 
Se. 2.] or, as he uae Fhuy Genres 
Limſelf in another place, Good and Evil, 
are nothing but Pleaſure and Pain, or that 
which KA or produces Pleaſure, or 


Pain in us. Book 2. Cap. 2.0. Sea. 5. 
FS. 2. Secondly , The conformity of 


our Actions to a Law aig "a 
1 


of Motal Good. As the forecited, Au- 
chor too apparently ſuggeſts, when he 
rells us, Moral Good and Evil, is he 
conformity or diſagreement of our Voluwtary 


Adtions 
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Attions. to ſome Law ; whereby Gaod ani 
Evil, is drawn on us from the Will and 
Power of the Law-maker. Lib. 2. Cap. 28. 
$107 ys IO 6 ned thus 
far, certainly rhe beſt -Argument againſt 
ſuch a poſition is one by this Author 
advanced - on another Occaſion. He 
Labours to proye, that the fouleſt Enor- 
mitics, have obtained in whole Nations 
and Societies of Men,upon a Law of Fa- 
ſhion, Opinion or Reputation; but cer- 
tainly the conformity of an Adion,, to 
fuch a Law, can by -no Means give it 
the Character or Denomination of Mo- 
ral Gogd. This mutſt ind-ed deſtroy all 
real Diftin&tion berween Good and Evil, 
and render. the moral endowments of the 
Mind, as Arbitrary and Precatious, as: 
the outward Dreſs of the Body. It's 
true amr. Action performed by a volun- 
raryAgent in Confomity to a Rule, is 
undoubredly a Moral Action. Bur it 
does nort- hereby. neceſſarily become-a 
Moral Good, unleſs the Rule be:good, 
or. the Tntrinſick -matter of the Afton 
be fo: For withour theſe Limitations ir 
may be as much a Moral Evil, as if it 
interfered with an Eſtabliſhed Rule. So 
chart cantior bur difſent. from Mr. Zock, 

' whetrche places che Notion of [Moral 


Good 
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Good' and Evil, inthe conformiycor 
diſagreement of a Volumary Adtion--to 
a Rule, tho* it beno-more than aRule or 
Law of Faſhion. ' I grant it Eſtabliſherhs 
the Idea of a Morabt Action; buta'Mo=- 
ral Action is cicher 'good or'bad;,-and 
therefore the Idea of Moral Goodneſs, 
cannot reſt upon the conformity of an 
Action: co tuch a Rule, but on the In- 
trinſick Goodneſs of the Actionor Recti- 
rude of ſuch a Rule. | | 


BF. 3- But to proceed ;, There are! 0- 


thers who place rhe foundation of Moral 
Good, jn the Conformity of :Moral 
Actions, ro our Rational Natures, as 
ficted for Society, and conſequently. pro- 
portion the degrees of Moral Good, as 
they ſerve more or leſs the ends:of 'So- 
ciety. - Indeed it cannot be denyed, but 
that the Great and Wiſe God, -hath-gi- 
ven us a being, and Nature not'ohly 
peculiarly framed for Society, but ro 
be ſupported by ir; and confequently 
wharever accords with-the Rational Na+ 
rureof Man born to Society is undoubrly 
a Mora] Good ; bur 'tis viſible Maw in 
his Ociginal - Frame, bears a threefold 
Relarion:; ro wir, Frame in-Relatian to 
God,” his own Being; and that of his 

1298 Neigh- 
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| Good, \/Now the Agree- 
ment:/6f: Actions to-our Rational d Na- 
trares,/ as Created: for. Soci pre- 


ſent' us i -with'an Idea of gs oral 


Goods, thar reſpe& our Being in-it ſelf, 
or'as it\{tands ſupported by Society, bur 
it cannot: give us an Idea of Moral Good, 

with reſpe& ro God | our Creator, and 
conſequently this Notion cannot bean 
adequate nc 6-2 of Moral Goodneſs, 


S. 4. Having faid thus much Nega- 
tively, it remains that we endeavour to 
Stare it in a poſitive way, . or determine 
wharz s/ the true and adcquate meaſure 
of Moral Goodneſs. - And firſt, it's uni- 
verſally allowed thatMoral Good implies 
a Relation in the Nature of -it.* It's a 
good{in.reſpedt of ſomerhing elſe, and 
conſequently rhere muſt be tome fixed 
Standard, ro-cxamine and ſtate rhe Pro- 
portions it. bears to itz and this Stan- 
dard; may -not improperly be called a 
meaſure of Moral Goode Again, 
Good, __ We are now. con-' 
cerned' with, reſpetts: zhe Actions of 
Men ;:and_ fince the: Adions of: Men, 
with! reſpet| to a Threefold Relation, 
which we bear towards God, our own 
Beings 


SO — ; - 
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Neighbours; from whenceariſcs a three- 
fold Moral 
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Beings and our fellow Creatures; pls 
nder three ſeveral Deriomihations, *the 
meaſure of Moral Good,  mut*&xrent 
xo each'of *em. "With Submiſhdh,then't 
preſume the proper meaſfure'of” Moral 
Good, muit be raken from the” Origitaf 
Frame, Ends and Intereſts of '6ar- Be- 
mps; we arc ated by itivincible*©pro# 
peafions, I mean thoſe of ' ſelf preſer- 
vation and defire "of happineſs, * thar 
will engage us 'to examine” and 'con- 
fider/em, and the experiment Will-fur- 
falſh us with a meaſure,” ro derermine the 
Goodneſs of all our aftions, in our ſeve- 
ratintercourfes with God, onc'own'Be- 
ings, or our fellow Crearures,”*' Tr's' cer- 
rain there can no action be truly Morally 
Good hut 'what* is conformable'ts our 
Original "Frame, and the 'prime"Ends* 
ahd* Intereſt' 'of our '''Bempgs';* "and? 
whatis teally thus conforrhail8} igreal- 
IF and' truly Morally Good; and'con- 
ſequently the Frame, Ends; and Tn- 
rereſt of onr Being, muſt be a proper 
Standard of Moral Goodnefs. © 'God has 
been graciouſly ' pleaſed, to- give us a 
Being like himfelf, rhe grear exemplar 

| of alf.PerfeRion and? Goodneſs, and he 
has. annexed ſuch Ends and Intereſts to 
it, as will lay a Foundation for I; 
"< | tnat 
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at reſuls from his bleſſed Nature; ſo 
that the whole line of Moral Duty is-by 
> Laws of our a made bo cons 
ſt, in Actions; rhat, are peculiarly: cons 
ſonant to. our Narural Frame, in. al its 
Capacities and Relations. The :Fea- 
tures, and Complexion of eyery duty, 
are taken from our ſelves, and by a-Phy 
fical Efficiency, add Glory, Stren 
and Beauty to us; and therefore 'no- 
thing can'be ſo true a meaſure of Mortal 
Govdneſs, as the pure Frame, Ends, ayd 
Intereſts of 'our Beings. As for thoſe 
that place Moral Goodneſs, in the'cons 
formity of our Actions to'a Law; it's 
certain that the Truth and Authority of 
this Law, where Revelation is wanting, 
muſt firſt be tryed by the' Frame, Ends; 
and Intereſts of our Beings : Reafon can 
make an - eſtimate no other 'way; and 
conſequently-all other meaſures of -Mo- 
yy Goodneſs; muſt at laſt reſolve into 
t 1.9 at 
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| the Lines of Moral Good-are: fixed and 
_unalterable :, For it's manifeſt that Mo- 


Of the Etetnil "ind "Unittertble di: 


*...\ ftinftions of Moral Goodneſs. 


|Rom what has been laid down. and 
7 Concluded, it's evident. there's an 
uaalterable diſtintion berween Good 
and \Evil. Now. certainly whereinſo- 
ever we fix the Notion of Moral Good, 
whether 'ris the imbracing, of.a Natural 
Good, by , Rational motives and. con- 
yictions ariſing from the Intrinſick Na- 
tyre.of the Thing, the -proper Springs 
of a free Agent ; or whether 'gis, in, purſu- 
afice ito. the Will and. Authority ofa 
Lawgiver, it's. abundantly. concluded, 


ral. Good, always. includes:.a,; Natural 
Good, and Natural Good is evidently 
Eſtabliſhed in the frame of Created Na- 
ture, and conſequently if the frame of 
Nature is unalterable, Moral Good muſt 
be ſo too. Nay, we may advance fur- 


. tner;yar; the great. creator of all things, 
- .tho'-in himſelf the moſt abſolute, and 
 {\ree Agent, Yet WAS goyerned by .the 


dictates 


"of Nathral Recica Aerted. 


Goodneſs, and conſequently. the whole 
frame of created Nature is Eſtabliſhed 
according. to the model of the divine 
perfetions. If therefore Natural Gogd 
neceſſarily reſulrs from the Narural frame 
of Things; and their ſubſerviency and 
agreements with each other, and 

Good neceſlarily includes a -Natural 
Good in it, Moral as well as Natural 
Goognels, is as unalcerable as the divine c 
Perfeftions ; and conſequently is in- 
higheſt ſence cternal, and unalterablc. 
From hence; we way obſerve how. men- 
ſrouſly abſurd is that poſition adyan- 
ced'by a ſer of Men, who firſt outtived 


all Moral Good, babies they thought 


of the Notion, that there's no diſtin- 
ion between Good and Evil; that all 
the Impreſſions of the Mind, are to-be 
| reſolved. .into mere. Habits Eſtabliſhed 


4n Example,. or Education, and conſe- 


goonly Good and Evil of all Aces 

. beſides that which refulcs from the'D 

. termination of poſitiye Laws, abc: 

: Humane or Divine, is nothing elſe bus 2 

Law of Faſhion or Opinion. It's abun- 

anc] 7 Foncluded, God has given us 4 
e Frame; and: 


0 ah Jorg 


Ne to, it: 
And 


liſhed 


rs 
dictates of his own Infinite Wiſdom and = | 
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And' conſequently what 'really accords 
with the true Ends; and Intereſts of our 
Being, is that we' call a Narbrd} Good, 
and' what directly claſhes'and/ interferes 
with them, is a Natural Evil.'' It's *cofi- 
cluded God has eridued us with 'powets 
and faculties thar, if duely exerted,” will 
diſcover to us the true Frame, Ends 
and Intereſts of our Natures, -and how 
all external 'things affeet 'em;' and ate 
more or lefs Subſervient © ta emj'and 
after this he has endued us with'a power, 
to chuſe and purfue whart is truly Sub- 
ſeryient to thefe ends. The very frame 
and condition of our Natures, as they 
arc to be ſupported with outward fuc- 
cours and conyeniencies, and'the ſenfe of 
pleaſure and pain ſftampr- upon our Na- 
tures, and the 'defire 'of the" one, ahd 
ſatisfaction 'in enjoying it*;'' and'the 
dread of the* other, and 'th& tineah- 

_ neſs in ſuffering ir, are proper and/ef- 
fectoal Springs to ſzt all our natural 

Powers on work, and fix *emon their 

| proper Ends and Objects ;'and/ all this 
proves a moral Capacity,' to ptirſte'and 

embrace that'Which we call Moral Good, 
and*tmleſs our Natural Powets and'Pa- 

ctttics are' regulared by: the Laws 'and 
Principles of nittiral mans 4x 

= E 
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ble-the Aion ſhould: obtain, the Cha- 
racter. of 'moral Good. It muſt be cone 
feſſed; that the biaſs of Animal ſenſati- 
ons, or pleaſures, is ſo imperuous in cor- 
rupted nature, that it ofren hurries us 
on to. the epurſuit of. every thing that 
ſtrikes a-preſent Reliſh, without confi- 
| dering whether it accords with the true 

Ends and Intereſts of our Beings, at 
leaſt in that meaſure or manner we ſeek 
to-enjoy-them. . . Agaia, it's poſſible the 
Mind, by force of Habit, as well:as 
power of Eduzation, and the.Faſhion:af 
a Country, may be. ſunk fo dcep:into 
Carnality, and .ſo tinged with brutal 
Enjoyments, as to be nor only diſabled 
from making/the leaſt Enquiry into. the 
true Ends and. Intereſts of its Being, 
bur to. receive an undiſturbed Sarisfa- 
ction in; the praQice of 'em, {o that they 
may-:appear as natural as: the moſt- xe- 
guleaes Ads of Morality, yer this does 

y no.means deſtroy the Foundations of 
moral Good ; for it is nothing el{+ but 
a: kind. of Spirirual Diſeaſe, and conſe \ 
quently we may as. well ſay there was 
originally. no true Faqundations . for 
Health, becauſe: the Body is: over-run 
with a Difeaſe, as deny the Foundations 


of Morality, becauſe aur Native Capar 
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cities are habirually Vitiated and Cor- 
ropted. | 


CHAP. XV. 
Rei on Mr. Locks Law of. 
Faſhion.” 

s 9. Aying offered thus much 


' upon the Nature and Di- 
indtion of Moral Goodneſs, I cannor 
diſmiſs the Argument withour beſtow- 
ing a few Remarks- on the Author of 
the: Eſſay, concerning Humane Under- 
ſtanding, upon his advancing a Law. of 
Faſhion, or Opinion, among the Rules, 
or Meaſures, of Moral Goodneſs. I ſhall 
not conceal what he has faid-in Vindi- 
cation of himſelf againſt ' Mr. Lowde, 
[ See his Ep. to the Reader Ed.2.}-1 was 


there not laying down Moral - Rules, but 


- ſhewing the Original and Nature of Moral 
 Tdeas, and emumerating the Rules Men 


"make uſe of in Moral Relations, whether 


thoſe Rules were ' true or falſe. Now 
certainly tho” the rincipal Deſign of. 


_ this Chapter mighr b what this Anthick 


es '; 'yer* an Impartial: Reader 


| eoukd-nor have believed bur there Was 


p 
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a profeſſed Deſign too,; ta repreſent:the 
true rules, or meaſures, of Moral Good, 
had he not expreſly declared the con- 
trary. And -for all this, 1 think a-man 
m::it have a great deal of Charity to 
aicer his Belief, notwithſtanding- this 
extorted Declaration: 'And' to: jlftify 
my Opinion, I ſhall appeal co that yery 
Section which he refers ro for his Vin- 
dication | Sed. 4. Chap. 2.8. B. 25]ſpeak- 
ing of Moral Duties, or Actians, 27x, 
Gratitude, &c. he concludes, 7# is not 
enough to have clear and diftin# Ideas of 
them, .aud to know what Names belong, 20 
ſuch and ſuch Combinations of ideas, as 
make ; the complex Idea belonging to + 
ſuch a Name, we have a further and grea- 
ter Concernment, and that tis to know' whe- 
ther ſuch\ Attions ſo made up are morally 
Good, or Bad. Now, truly if the. great 
- concerntnent be to -know or diſcover 
whether certain Actions are Morally 
' - Good or . Bad, the true Nature of :Maral 
Good muſt be fixed ;. for.if ir be not ma- 
_ terial, whether the Rule.or Meaſure be true 
or falſe, 1 would fain know whar:Light 
- we have given of Moral Good,. oxthow 
we ſhall judge whether any ; 
ation 75 Morally\Good. or Bad... Thus 
tar chere's a-defign to-fx the ay 2 
WE ures 


ſuresof Moral Goodneſs, and-we are the 
moro induced/to believe it,. becauſe the 
very-aext Section preſents us with,a:pro- 
| . deſcription: of - Moraly ,\Good : and 
. Evil; 'purſuant zo the deſcription. he had 
before; given.of Good and Evil... erally 
Good and Evil then js only the Conformity 
or- Diſagreement of. our Voluntary Actrans 
to ſome Law; whereby Good and, Evil is 
drawn upon us, from the Will and-Power of 
the Law-maker. Here's a ſtanding .dcti- 
nition. of Moral Good and. Evil, and 
this-Author muſt own that a definition 
of Things, ( ſuch as Good and Evil ) 1s 
a diſcovery of the preciſe Nature of 'cm, 
as they are in themſelves,. and -conſe- 
quently it muſt imply a diſcoyery:of the 
rrue-meaſures of Moraly. Good and Bad. 
To.procced then, the Nature of Morally 
Good and Bad, is here made to conſlitt 
inthe conformity .of.Voluntary. Actions 
ta-ſome Law, and therefore it's requiſite 
an; Account ſhould be given of-the ſeye- - 
ral Rules or Laws: of Moral Goodneſs, 
whereby we may view- it in its feycral 
Specics. or kinds. This Mr. Lock pex- 
forms: ig the Section immediately fol-: 
Jawing-, . Of theſe Moral Rules and:;Laws 
ta/mpbich Men generally Refer, and by which - 
ebex-Judgc:of the Reflitude. or Pravityaf 
7.4 FRETT. 
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their" Ations there; feems-to me tobe three 
forts ,verehe their different Enforeements or: 
Rewards and Puniſhments, - fo 'that we- 
fee he induſtrioufſly* repreſents. 'em in- 
all the ww ps of _ , _ 
gives ''em their proper an iar 
 Sandtions, that 'they may oboin the 
Authoricy and CharaQter | of 'Laws. 
Upon this, he proceeds to eſtabliſh the 
ſeveral Species of "Moral Good; 'and 
having'enlarged very much upon the 
third Species of. Moral Good, that of 
Virtue and Vice, he gives us to un- 
derſtand his Intentions by the very Ti- 
tle of his Thirteenth SeCtion. - Theſe 
three Laws are Rules of Moral Good and 
Evil; and Se 14. he cxpreſly tells us,” 
That iby 'taking the Rule from the Faſt jou 
of the Country, ' the Mind hath a notion 
of - Moral Goodneſs or Evil, which is the 
conformity, or not conformity, of any atti« - 
on' to that Rule. Now what'is all this, 
but ro deſcrive the real Nature'of Mo-- 
ral Goodneſs in its true meaſures, as 
well as kinds: Irs evident, ir was the: 
Bufineſs of Sef. 5. and the reſt Branches 
from it by the Laws of method and or- 
der;-hay, ir's expreſfed in the very Con: 
cluſion,” Sect. 14. and therefors we'can-" 
nat: ( without cobbing Mr. a4 

Wc) | : 4 Os 12» 
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Character the has juſtly merited 1of- bes 
ing-a Maſter of Reaſon) but conclude) 
that allthis was in -purfuance to:his 
Great Concernment,' SeCt.” 4. That 'iv, 't0 
know whether ſuch ations fo made up, ' are 
morally Good 'or Bad; But further | to 
take /oft all this; Mr. Lock appeals to 
' Se. x5. 20. Whereas the -latter + only 
affirms; 'that we have a notion. of Mo- 
ral Relation, whether the Rule be true 
or falſe; and this I think no body can 
deny, but yet I hope I have proved, 
that the notion of all Moral Goodnels, 
depends on the truth of the Rule, nor 
' onthe conformity of an Action, to a 
Rule, whether true or falſe. The for- 
mer affirms, that the Idea, or Notion, 
of Moral Goodneſs, ariſes from the 
conformity of an Action to one of his 
three: Rules, but'T hope, I have proved 
that they only reprefent the Idea of a 
Moral Action, not of Moral Goodneſs, 
which 4ndifpenſibly requires the truth 
and goodneſs of the 'Rule: Laſtly, in 


vindication of himſelf, he produces his. 


own Authoritics for the erernal and un- 
alterable. nature of Virtue, by fixing it 
in 'the: Will or Commands of ' God , 
Book 'x/. Chap. 3. Seft. 6. and 18.” But 
ye've were ax a Joſs,” t know whethee 


Bs 
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[Wy the revealed Will-and pos 
mands of God, or; his-Wiz 
on the Light of Reaſon, 
he not cold us in” a ſecond: Edition, 
That by the Drvine Law; he meant as well 
a Law promulged by the Liyht:of Reaſon, 
as the woice of Revelatiqn,Book 2. Chap; 
2.8. Sect. 8. - If the Commands or Will 
of Gcd are only thoſe we receive from 
Revelation, or the poſitive Will- of God 
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( the firſt Edition of this Efay, ſugge- | 


ſting -nothing to the contrary) then 
Moral Good and evil Antecedear to:Re- 
velation, is:not Eternal and Unaltera- 


ble, but may be founded. on a Law. of - 


faſhion, as ai true mealure of Moral 
Good ; for as this Author obſeryes, the 
natural conveniences, - and inconveni- 
ences of things themſelves, may. deter- 
mine. our choices, without making 'en 
the inviolable Rules of Practice. Sec 
Sed. 6. Book 1. Chap. 3. and Se, 6. 2. 
Chap. 28.:$0 that however, his ſecond 
Thoughts ſtand /aftected,. I-can ſee no- 
thing! in his firſt, to induce a belief that 
be did not-intend- to: ſtate--rthe ſeveral 
meaſures of Mortal Goodneſs, and con- 
{equently aſſign a Law of, opinion tor 
one of them..' I have; hirherto aſſerted 
qathing, ;bur: from. Argurocnts: _ 
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Mr. Zacks own: Words have furniſhed 
me with ;-and if T have carried-him-be- 
youd: his Intentions, I'm perſwaded-tlie 
remarks are- juſtiffable, whilſt the old 
expreſſions remain to propagate the In- 
feion, -at leaſt in every | incautious 
Reader,' that has not peruſed his: Pre- 
face; for certainly, ſince in the entrance 
of this Eflay, he has brought the foul- 
eſt 'Enormities, -uader the CharaQter of 
a Law of Faſhion or Opinion, Book t. 
Chap. 3. Se. 9g, 10, 11. he either 
ought to have cancelled moſt of. thoſe 
rallies] have cited, or at leaſt ex- 
prefly declared, that a Law of Opinion 
was never to be admitted a meaſure of 
Moral Good, unleſs the Opinion is ex- 
atly conſonant to truth, or the nature 
of things; nor a rule of Action, bur as 
it correſponds with the Law: of Nature, 
or revealed Religion, MR, 


S. 2. Having ſaid thus much, give 
me leave to- offer ſomething concern» 
ing the neceſſity of adyancing ſuch . a 
Law. Now certainly, in order to the: 
Deſcription of Moral Goodneſs, or the. 
ſeveral Branches-of ir, there's not the- 
leaſt neceſſity, for bringing a Law- of. 
Faſhion-inro the Liſt, I hope, I may. 

_ 
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without Arrogance or -Preſumprion, 
conclude from -what has ' been already 
offered; that Moral Goodneſs is/' ihdif- 
purably founded on the Truth/or Good» 
neſs "of the Rule, or” the © intrinfick 
Goodneſs of the'things'themſelves ; and 
that neither-the Senriments or Opinions 
of 'Men, nor the-Faſhion of a Country 
without theſe Requiſires,can-give 'emi{o 
much as 'the bare Denominations of Mo- 
ral Goodneſs; and therefore thata Law of 
Faſhion, ſhould be advanced-as a Rute, 
to repreſent the Nature of Moral 'Good- 
neſs, can never be-fairly accounted for. 
It's certain the Law of Nature,or at leaft 
the Law of Revelation in conjunction 
with-it, is the only meaſure of Moral 
Goodneſs: Inſomuch, that a'Law | of 
Faſhion interfering with one'or-botlvof 
*em;/ is not only deſticute of every grain 
of Moral Goodneſs; ' but cannor''can- 
cel one grain of fin or guilr, when fol- 
lowed 'in "oppoſition ro eirher.. - This 
is the:caſe of Duels, or any orher fa- 
ſhionable Enormitics; for. Laws of. Na- 
rare,” as 'well as revealed Laws, when 
duly promulged; are juſtly preſumed'co 
be” the'known fundamental -Rules of 
Huntdte Actions,” ahd'thes faſhion / or 
publick reputation'of DA" 

"13 #; 
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add nothing towards its innocence.) And 
therefore what.neceſſity is-there for infer; 
ting a Law of Faſhionamongthe Rules or 
Meaſures: of Moral Goodneſs, unleſs it 
were defigned to cſtabliſh ſomething of 
Credit of | Authority: to it; things no 
ſooner ſaggeſted, than embraced in, an 
Age of Liy, and [therefore this 'Au- 
thor ſhovld:no fooner - have mentioned 
Juch/a Rylcz than reprefented the un- 
warrantablenefs of it. In. a word, this 
Author-might have conſidered, -that he 
had given the grofleſt- immortalities, 
the Authority of Laws of Faſhion, and 
&onſequently, that ſuch Laws are-vyery 
;unfit repreſcatatives of.the Ideas of My- 
ral Goodnets, certainly -it- had begn-as 
allowable, and neceffary;to haye bfoughr 
an avowed Imtnorality 'into ;the :-Laſt, 
;given ic. the: Charadter and Authority. pf 
-aLaw;and pronounced ita meaſure-vf Fir- 
-tue, or' Moral Redtitude, or Goodne(s,. or 
at teaſt-ar Branch of it. But truly, this; isja 
.methad that -rather (confounds,-, than 
[Eſtabliſhes ' che Ideas of Moral -Gdgog- 
nels, ,or -ibſtrufts -us. 74 krow: whether 
Jfuch ' Attians A made np, are morally;Ggad. 
ior Bad," Indeed, had he condeſtended 
100 an oldiDiſtinftion of Good and; Evil, 
rand -protunced Morel-Good os Ball, 
I ; Erner 
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icher apparent. or-real; and Vertue and 
Vigexepured | or real, -then he! had :.pur 
himialf under ,a.. neceſſity ;of enlarging 
plentifully upon a Law of Faſhion, 
bo alvedeacly Gned himſelf from Cen- 
ſure and RefleGion, efpecially,: upon-ab 
expreſs Declaration of the) unwarranta- 
bleneſs of ſych a.Law, when deſtirute 
of real intrinſck Goodneſs or Innocence; 
but till this is done, I hope, 'tisno crime 
to pronounce/Mr. Lock's Law of Faſhion 
(a$s:t-now ſtands Recorded ) both en 


g6rous and unneceſlary. 


S.- 3. Burt further , | beſides. the 
dange rand. frivolouſneſs - of the. at- 
rergpt, this Author ſeems: to have grof- 
ly. mibrepreſented the old received No# 
tons. of Virtue and Vice; : brought di 
grace upon: the Ancient Moraliſts or 
Philoſophers, and eſtabliſhed :a Law 
vpon-{anCtions peculiar to it; that were 
never; .cſiteemed fo.. | And: firſt, it.'can- 
notbe denied; bur-that Cuſtoin and Ex- 
ample haye always been very”preovail- 
ing Argumencs,/to influenceithe Judg- 
meats, a3 well as, practice of; 
and: when Practice is tot-only* univer- 
£,; bur purfued,  abetted, and encow- 
eayed by Authoricy, is] will relendly 
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be received into the'} of Men; 

as an indifputable. Rulc"of Aion, and 

wher” tis thus received, "it becomes'a 

Law or Rule of Aion, \ and thus Cu- 

Fſtom and Example accidentally conrr> 

bute ro the eſtabliſhing a-Rule, asrhey 

gradually new modeltheJudgment; and 

ſerve 'to/ creite a real-perfwaſion'-of 
the intrinſick -goodneſs of any parrieu-s 
lar AQtion';. but yer I 'can ſcarce” be- 
. lieve that Cuſtom, publick Reputation, 
or the Faſhion of a Countrey,”' wete ©» 
ver aſſigned by. the intelligenc” part of 
Mankind, for the meaſure of :the Re- 
cirude of a Rule, : much leſs for a-truc 
and proper Rule of Aion ; -no, an'Opiz 
nion of the Intrinfick ReQticude of things 
has been” ingendered by Habit or 'Cu+ 
ſtom, ' and the- faſhionable practices of 
an Age; and then the Aion has been 
purſued and 'embraced. with as' much 
Hear-and Eagerneſs, as if it were'en- 
dued with an Intrinfick Goodneſs; and 
were- to'be ranked under the Title of 
Moral 'Goodneſs. And -rherefore, this 
Author, 'has' offered Violence to the: 
notions:of -Mankind,- and +particulatly 
of the Ancient | Moraliſts and Philofo> 
hers, in\ pronouncing the Faſhion ofa 
Countrey -:o' be a Law, and founding 
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Virtue-and Vice u it. For: firſt it 
can be no Law-on this Author's: own 
prineiples, fince it wants a- peculiar 
Sanction to enforce it; It's well known, 
Praite, Honour, or Reputation,is by-no 
means peculiar to a Law of Faſhion, for 
tis the reward that attends all forts of 
Moral Goodneſs, or a Collateral Motive 
contrived by divine deſignation to'en- 
force the praftice of-it. ''2dly, Vertuc 
and Vice-among the Learned, 'was-ne- 
ver meaſured by the Reputation it bears 
in the World; but by an Intrinfick Mo- 
ralRectirude. - This I could evince were 
it neceſſary, from the' whole tribe 'of 
Heathen Moraliſts; who always fixed 
the Notion-in its Agteements, -with the 
diftares ofright Reafon, 'and the Origi- 
nal Frame,Ends;and Intereſts of our Na- 
tures. I ſhall'ac this 'ttme content my 
{elf with ſome Authorities, - from” thar 
Learned Moraliſt he has cited to fup- 
port his own Opinion. - Thus he agrees 
to theſe great Truths in a Multitude 'of 
paſſa ges:Virtutis boc proprium,carum rerihn 
que (ecundumNaturam ſunt habere deletuy. 
Lib. 3. & Fin. Sect. 4. Qaehta enimwuit- 
tus eft, non que relinqueret naturam,” ſed 
Que FHEFOPAT , Ib. Lib. 4. $. 15.1 homme 
Summa omnis Animi eft, & in Animo' Ras. 

tionis, 


209 


SF 1 virkti:0t, que Ratients,dbr 


Jantio defimitur.gb. Lib. 5.1 $»1&:. Fr 
{#s, eagem. in homipe gc Deo eff, it antew 
Virtus, nibil _atiud. quam  perfeda © ad 
SUmMuNn perdugta\,natara b et. Igitur hor 
-rini.cum Deo funadditude. Lib; de Leg. S. 8 
$9. that Vertue was never. eſteemed. that 
precarious Thing..this Aurhor has Sug- 
gelted ;. the-publick Reputation ,of any 
Action was.neyer the meaſure, of Ver- 


—Y 


ies impoſlible .,Vertue -in Men, ſhould 
be,the ſame with Vertuc, in God, and 
. Men, to reſemble, Gad in it, ag this Aw 
;thac,cxcellertly expretigs himiclt: ., 
. ; From all; this, x's manifeſt, chat Ver- 
.tue; was rather, gltcemed. the, Sandard 
9x; Meaſure, of, Praile, .chap., Praiſe ,of 
W_ and. that Honour or Praiſe, was 
.gever cxtolled,; gx; appealed to,; but as 
45 the Prgdych; of. Vertue, and a, kind 
of reward co,1t.. ,. Thus much, chis Au- 
+8hgr, could-not.. be .Ignorant. of, when 
.the Moraliſt, explains the, yery.. paſlage 
be. has .cited almoſt with the. >fame 
"Breath ;. and makes - it a deſcription of 


\ 
: 


»the chicfelt | Humane Good, that. con- 
liſts 1 Veriwe or is attained. by. it. 
Quod ipſum fir optandum per ſe, a Virtute 


Thick; FF profectum 
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profeftum wel in ipſa virtute fitum, ſud ſponte 
lauaabile.Tuſc./2uzfh, lib.z.'$.20.; If this 
will not content him, I ſhall refer him 
ro another paſlage that ſpeaks our what 
[ have already aflerred, 4nd Wilt inſtru 
him , that Vertue is the Meaſure of 
Praiſe; not Praiſe of''Vertue. | Omnis 
honos, omnis admiratio, omne ſtudium ad 
virtutem,' &: ail eas aftiones- que Virtuti 
ſunt conſertanex, refertur';: Faque omnia 
que aut ita in animis ſunt, aut ita geruns 
tar, uno nomine honeſta dicuntur. Lib 5 
de Fin.'$. 21. This; if't miſtake nor, 
ſs to define Honour by 'Vertae,not Vers 
tue by  Honour' or Reputation, as' Mr. 
Lock woutd® haye it.” ' Upon” the whole 
then T' preſume, ir appearsrthar this Eaw 
*of 'Opinion; has no'more:foundation ih 
'the' received principles of Morality, than 

there's 'neceflity for the invention; thar 
it :pratifes 'as much injuſtice; 'upon'rhe 
-#ncient 'Adyocates for Morality, as it 
*diſcovers' Impertinence or Evil deſign 
3 the: Author, 'and in a Word, ic's fo 
- miſerably deſtiruce of Solid Argument, 
or Principle to: ſupport ir;”/rhar nothing 
"but: the ©: faſhionable Immoralities 'of a 
* degenerate "Age, can aflert (irs truth'or 
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F Fa Natyre ug Conſcience i im Genitl, 


 $þall not thuch eblarge on the No» 

tion. of Conſcience, which: 1mports 
the: e: knowledge of the ling of Duty, 
and.a direQting..Power or. .F aculry,. t0 
confider, the. Nature , of thoſe Agtions 
were about to execute, by, applying 
'em to the Line of-'Durty, _ This 1s-a 
tiuth ſo well known, that: no. one can 
diſpute ir,that allows. the uſe of Reaſon, 
or make us. creatures that ;can,aq by a 
Law, or are-capable, of being Governed 
by.it, . The principal enquiry; then 45 
;cofcerning- Conſcience:with .reſpect,;to 
paſt Actions :And firlt it's a sruth, 1 pre- 


Aume, univerſally agreed: upgn, that 
:Man is cndued Ds Dom of Retain- 
-ing, and refleCting on his awn aGtiens ; 

.The retentive Faculty, 1s: abundantly 


maintained upon the Power of Memory, 


and the Power of Refleftion4s founded 
-in-the very Power of :Reaſon.. ; Far to 
:Reflet and. Animwadyett _ upon ovr 


thoughts; is undoubtedly an . Act, of 
Roalen, and hag And thercfore 
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as Man acts upon Thoughr,Deliberation, 
and Argument, he canner but be conſcj- 
ous that he thinks, deliberares, and ar- 
gues, and conſequently that he acts pix 
ſuant to it. Indeed,T preſume, to think, 
deliberate, and Act, and to conſider vr 
know'thar we think, deliberate,” or v3 
thus , and ' thus, are two diſtinct” acts 
of the Mind; but whether we think, 
and deliberate, and reflect upon our 
Thoughts in the ſame, or different Mo- 
ments, js no way prejudicial ro the 
Doctrine of Conſciouſneſs. To pro- 
ceed then as we can reflea, fo we can 
animadyert upon the jature of paſtAQi- 
ons; for thoſe very faculties that enable 
us to deliberate, and judge of the N2- 
ture of an Action, before it is executed, 
will chable us ro pals as clear, if” hgt 
much better judgment upon it, after *tis 
over: For then we view it in all "its 
Aſpects, Circumſtantials, agd Appen- 
dages. Now certainly Conſcience c61- 
tains both theſe Powers in it; I mean a 
Power, of Recollecting and a Power of 
Animadverting 0n the Nature of our 
paſt Actions ; for withourſuch infpect- 
ing Powers, it's impoſubſe there can be 
any ſuch rhing as Confciegce, Bur'then 
That which gives us the principat and 
hs O 3 " formal 
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formal Notion of Conſcience, is a Power 
of trying the Nature of our Actions, by 
ſome, Law or Rule of Action.  What- 
eyer. the Nature of Moral Good and 
Eyil may be ; I mean whether it conſiſts 
19 xhe conformity of our Actions. to.a 
Law or Rule, , or their diſagreement 
fram,it, certain I am the Acts or Powers 
of Conſcience imply, the examination of 
an Action with reference to a Law or 
indiſpenſable Rule of Action ; whereby 
1t carries the appearance of a Duty or 
not a Duty, For Conſcience undoubr- 
&dly implics.a Condemning and abſfoly- 
ing Faculty in_it, and theſe are cxer- 
cited with reſpect to Duty, and Duty 
ares from the Obligation of a Law : 
So that Conſcience is undoubtedly the 
meaſure of our Actions by a Law. In- 
deed, this is ſq much the formal No- 
tion of Conſcichce, that it.runs.thro' all 
the inſtances, 'and exercitations of Con- 
ſciences; for they are no otherwiſe di- 
ſtinguiſhed than by rhe different Laws 
that Regulate them, as from,a Law of 
Nature, Law. of Revelation, or . Civil 
Polity. , Bur chen,in order to the paſſing 
an Abſolution.or Cenſure on our Acti- 
ons,. and our ſelyes for them by a Rule, 
there muſt; be a Power of Acting Con- 
_—_ 5 '  formable 
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formable to' this 'Lawror Rule!; for 
withour- this,” ' rae -Aftion with». '1ts 
Effects and Conſequences, 'cannot+be 
impured-ro'us. This is 'implyed-ihthe 
very notion of 'a''Law, | being-a/Ruls 
propoſed ro Rarional Creatures that have 
a Power ro-ACct, or 'not:; Act on. Reti- 
onal 'Motives, and» Convidtions'; 10 
that Confcience contains, a great: many 
different -movements, or . workings in 
it. Fir/t, A Power of Retaining. - $e- 
condly, A Power of Animadverting, Or 
Reflecting on paſt Actions. T7hird/y,'A 
Power 'of applying, - and comparing 
them with a- Law or Rule. Fourthiy, 
A Power of diſcerning the. ruth, Good- 
neſs, or Equity 'cf the Rale, Fifvhly, 
The Obligation and Authority of: ir.; 
and Laſtly, A Power of aſcribing rhe 
Action to our ſelves, by acknowledg- 
ing a Power of Ading in Conformity 
to this Rule ; whereby, che - Good; or 
Evil, Guilt or Merit of the Action: may 
be ſome- way imputed: to us. - So thar 
Conſcience may be; juſtly [defined tg:be 
the Judgment we paſs upon our own 
AQtions, waether paſt, or preſent, .as 
ſcanned and meaſuredgby a Law, Bur 
now, tho. a Law in general is ailigned 
for the meaſure of Conſcience, it can- 

O 4 not 
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not he imagined that eyery thing we 
fanſie, or are pleaſed to aſlign for the 
mark, or ſcope” of our Adtions, muſt 
paſs for the true Law, or Meaſure of 
Conſcience. Ir's certain, Cuſtom, E- 
ducation, Example, or the Reputation 
of an Action gained by Numbers, and a 
Looſe, Degenerous Ape, cannot be a 
Law,. or Meaſure of Conſcience, | No, 
the - Paſſions, Prejudices, or By-inte- 
reſts -of particular Perſons, rhe Super- 
ſtirious Fears, Enthuſiaſm, or Diaboli- 
cal Suggeſtions of too many, may as 
well challenge the CharaRter of Laws, 
as any that have yer been mentioned. 
Bur ro determine this mattcr' in a few 
words. If we enquire into the true 
meaſure of Conſcience, according to-its 
Original Frame ; it's certain, the Law 
of God, whether Natural, or Reveal'd, 
1s ro be eſteemed the only proper- mea- 
ſure. For none but a Sovercign Crea- 
torican be the Lord of Conſcience, all 
othier Powers, and Authorities, bein 
only ſpecial Depurations from him ww 
thar Duty, and Obligation thar reſults 
from their Laws, r<t upon a Divine 
Depuration that gives being ro their 
Character, as well as Authority. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.” XVIL- 


: 


1,5. of Conſcience, 


HE Nature of Conſcience being 
.- thus ſtated, T cannot but reflect 


a little'on Mr. Locks Account of Cons 


{cience; ' when he tells us, That it is 
nothing elſe - but 0&4r own Opinion of our 


own  Aitions, and this Opinion founded in 
a Perſwaſron, however got, as from Fdu- 
cation, Company, or the Crftoms of a 
Comntry. See Lib. x. Chap. 3.FS.8. 
This,to ſpeak the leaſt, I rhink,is a very 
looſe, and imperfect Definition of Con- 
ſcience. And to fay, *7is nothing elfe 
but © an Opinion - however got ; ſeerns to 
Suggeſt, as if God had Inftituted no 
fixed Rule of Conſcience, bur that ir is 
to: be reſolved into little elfe bur Cu- 
ſtom, Company, and Education. In a 
word, it's a Deſcription calculated, 
purely for an: Erroneons Conſcicnee, 
that has no other Foundation bur pte- 
ſent Convietions, whether -true'or fake. 
I will not deny, bur that an erroneous, 

VItid» 


Reflefions on Mr, Lock's Deſcriptun 
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vitiated Conſcience, is in a large fence, 
ſtiled Conſcience, 'and thar Cuſtom, or 
Education ' may give being to ſuch a 
Conſcience; but then it's in Scriprure 
diſtinguiſhed by the Denominations of a 
weak, 'or defiled Conſcience, T will'grant, 
that it is a meaſtfre of Action to;rhoſe 
that labour under it ; becauſe, as God 
has formed us Reaſonable Creatures, we 
are to Atupon Rational Motives, and 
Convictions. He has given us no 0- 
ther meaſure of Action as Men, and 
therefore the preſent Light, or Convi- 
Rions we arc under, are the immediate. 
Springs, and Principles of Action : for 
ro Aa Blindfold, or without Reaſon, 
or in contradiction to it, muſt over- 
turn the Frame of our Beings, and the 
Practice of all Moral Vertue. Bur yet 
God has ſet a ſufficient mark upon an 
erroneousConſcience, by chargingSin on 
the Error, where-ever aMan can be charg- 
ed withNegle& as to the means of Infor- 
mation. Se chis Account St. Paul als - 
ſures us, that the 7y-pure, or thoſe rhar 
are under an erroneous Conſcience, are 
Polluted as well in Mind, as Conjcience. 
Tit. 1, 15. So that an erroneous Con- 
ſcience being never a dire&t Rule, at 
leaſt not any of God's: Forming ; nay, 

being 
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being a Rule occaſioned by our ſelves, 
that, enhances, our. Guilt, Tay than 
Mcrit ; it is not: bur-in a very. improper 
and. extended Sence to paſs under. the 
Denomination | of Conſcience; at. leaſh, 


Witheur,. ſome diſtinguiſhing Characte- 


riſtick annexed, that, the Divine Oeco- 
nomy of Conſcience may- not ſuffer by 
it, Iam. ſure it is Conlcience foun 

onthe true Law, or Rule of Conſcience, 


according to the Divine Eſtabliſhment 


of it, that this Author ' ſhould haye 
Animadyerted on, as a proof of Innate 
Ideas,. not a Fictitious Conſcience: And 
certainly it is'a very imperfect account 
of ſuch a Conſcience, to affirm, char in 
the true, and proper Senct of it, it is 
nothing but our own Opinion , of our 
own, Actions, tho 'got by Cuſtom, Com- 
pany, . or Education ; certainly, the 
Foundation of Conlcience ought not tp 
have; been omitted, which arifes from 
the Conformity, of our Actions ro, the 


s ih 


proper Rule, or Lay of Conſcience, the 
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Lay of God. : ; 
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Of de, Fandatins,; end duburly of 
Natural Conſctence m 'the -or1 ginat 
Oeconomy of it. Ine 


Aving offered thus much concern- 

ing the Nature of Confcience, 

we may caſily repreſent the Foundation, 
and Aurhority of narural Conſcience. 
By Natural Conſcience, I mean a Con- 
ſcience that exerts. it felf in a State of 
Nature antecedent to a State of Revye- 
lation. And certainly. there's a Con- 
fcience Eſtabliſhed by God upon at un- 
alrerable Foundarion, even in this State. 
For it's already concluded, that Man in 
his Original Frame is capable of Acting 
by certain Eſtabliſhed Rules ; It's 'con- 
cluded, that rheſe Rules are diſcovered 
ro him, as th2 ſpecial Inſtitution of 
God, binding them upon him as his 
proper Laws, and indiſpenſible Mea- 
fures of Action; It's concluded, that 
God has Created him with a Power of 
applying all his Actions to a Rule, and 
a Power of Judging whether his Actions 
accord with, or deviate from this m__ 

mm an 
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and a Power of adjudging himſelf ac+- 
countable to: God, for the violation of 
this Rule, and conſequently a neceſlity 
of acquitting or condemning himſelf by 
this Rule. In a Word, it's concluded 
thar theſe Rules are eternal, and unal- 
terable, being founded in the Original 
Frame, Ends-and Intereſts of Created 
Nature; therefore fince theſe are. Truths 
eſtabliſhed upon the. cleareſt Evidence, 
and Convictions, there's a natural Con- 
ſcience cclulting; from the Frame of our 
Beings, and. founded upon the moſt 
uniform, and unalterable Meaſures and 
Principles. IK's-viſible God has framed 
us as exquiſitely apprehenſive of the vio- 
lation of the: Line- of Duty, and of he- 
ing.accountable ro him for.it, as ſenſible 
of Torment and Miſery; So that the 
workings of Conſcience can. never be 
deſtroyed ;. they will unavaidably break 
1n. upon; us.at one time. or other, and 
fill ..us.. with. Horror and-. Confaſian, 
'Tho' it cannot. be denied, bur.that Ha- 
bi, and Cuſtom may engender a. falſe 
Light, or Senſe of Things;/'and conſe- 
quently, a falls Conſcience, -cither 7 
-miſtaking the: Nature, and Co 
[tton -of our Atians,or theRules of 'em; 
-by making a falſe application, or a falſe 
; TO | Rule ; 
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Rifle ; 'Fer- it's concluded © theres Va 
Coriſcich6e Eftablifhed "in the Otis inzl 
Ftame' of Nature of Things,” and' tho! it 

ed) for'ſdme'tinie be* ſappreſſed or ſti. 
fed, yet ive'can never ſecure i bl froth re: | 
rn FOES 08.” cons 
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'© H A P. ' NIX. .c14eaf 
The Trib: ted cert, ainty wy C ſtints 
" Deninſlrated. an the Latnudi- 


ba TER: and Winbelipvera nba LF 
Nos cengaikly ic what: res at 
| ready. afſerted catrics' foree=atd 
evidence-'in it, '- there-'needs nothing 
more'toi difcover the falſehood, ' nor to 
fay Senſeleiz>Impadente of-a. prevailing 
poſition,!'That” Con/ciexre? is: nothinit'etſe 
but certain Superſtitious' Fears, contrattetl 
ard Yiverred bythe Power of Fdacativh ; 
for it's: viſibte the Laws: of Conſeienct 
are an "Inſ{tirurion of God himſelf; - as 
certain iandounalterable,' as the diftin- 
Rions' of Good and: Evil; 'nay as: cer- 
tain and unalcerable;ias the Frame; and 
Ocder-of Nature. -Ir's'true there is ole 
"rfl thing 
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thing .which.the Liberrine retreat 
{6 Hlaſt or diſparage he Truch and 
Realiry. of Conſcience... I mean. the in- 
conliſtence;and+contradition; of \Erro- 
- nequs..vitiated|-Conſciences. . For fince 
Conſcience ſometimes: as viſibly: diſco- 
vers it {elf in the eſpouſal and defence of 
open.. Immoralities ,- as - the ſtricteſt 
vertues; and of palpable Falſhoods and 
Errors, as the cleareſtsTruths; it's with 
ſome colour concluded that Conſcience 
is..anly. the Eftets of Habit,” Cuſtom 
and. Fducaon, Working the:Mind up 
ro'certain Superſtitious Sentiments and 
"Opinions. But cerrainly the miſtake is 
obvious, for :this is: an Argument that 
in reality proves.no more,-than that the 
:ming is. capable-of receiving :faile Noti- 
.9n$:0f Things, and: eſpouſingi;'em.. as 
real Truths.and/unqueſtionabls Rules of 
Action... If this-be admitted-there's no 
heceſlity for difcarding the Divine QOe- 
.CONOMY-Or Inſtitution-of Natural Con- 
icience,, unleſs. we muſt, deny:.or. reject 
eyery;Divine Ordinance, : becauſe it was 
got: cltabliſhed above the Poſhbility, af 
violence; . or diſtortion. _ - It: may.. eaſil 
;begranted that theMind or Underſtand 
:ing.may be warped, or moulded. to che 
eception of,very abſurd Opinions and 
_ Notions : 
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Notions/zithere are.a goat on anyiicomn 
curring . cauſes.that confpire to rhe, am- 
plancing fuch habirs;- there are: vitious 

appetites:and propenſions-. that :carry'a 

fatal biaſs over all our Motions or-:Acti- 
ons z there are examples'and the fafhion 
of an Age, 'which ( once falling i with 

Native vitious: propenfions ) will-turn 

the Scale againſt rhe cleareſt Arguments 

and Convictions ;. ſo -as ro [enforce a 

PraQice contrary' to received Sentiments 

and Opinions; and Praftice engenders 

into:habir, and at rhe ſame time, Efta- 
bliſheth a Powerful Familiarity ; and Fa- 
miliarity takes oft the unnaturalneſs or 
incongruity of Things, and by traft of 
rime- repreſents 'em .to the Mind, as 
highly/agrecable and innocent ; 1o:thar 
it's/poſhble a ' cultivated mind may-'be 
rotally Dcbauched and Corrupred, that 

a: pure Conſcience may become defiled,. 

and a-regulated judgment perverted : 

The Force of habit may reconcile con- 

tradictions;- the exorbitance of Luſts 

may ſend ferth fuch Vapours as will 

ſuftocate inor -only the natural buc- im- 

proved light of the underſtanding: Bur 

the'' cafe of uncultivated -- Nations / 1s 
biphly "convincing, where - enormities 
bocome the Subje@ of Education, arid 
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are infuied as Rules of Action foiyrh& 
very fir ings of Reaſon. © Native 
much to cramp and-fetter the Mind;or | 
Reaſon;.te that degree as to ſuppreſsall 
Solemn enquiries -iatos the nature of 
Things3- and conſequently oblige her 
to determine accotding to the Supgeſti- | 
ons ad. Impulſe of ſenſe; but when vis 
tious | propenſions, - and parental: 'ih- 
ſtrucrions are mixed and'twiſted in with 
cach'vther, and a' People. neither-ſee | 
nor hear of any thing but the depravi- | 
ties of Nature, no: wonder if. a Judg» 
ment: or Conſcience 'purfuant rotbus 
eſtabliſhed -( ar leaft while Luſt-keeps 
the*Ateendant ) and that roo as-refolute 
and inflexible, as rhe:moſt pure andre» | 
pulated Confcience.. I muſt confels it's 
_ a received” Maxim aniong the : Schools, | 

thac in Actions that are"de primo dittas | 
mine nature, the Confcience: cannot err, 
bur is always corre and regular;-and 
on this actount- it was pronounced Afa5 
bitus natiwalis & iknatus; ButoiT' read 
diſcover no: juſt foundation for'this:afs 
ſertion; :#ſpecially fince Scripture, as | 
well as'Experience, ſeems ro- warrant | 

the contrary z for St. Pau! dictates'no 
les, when he deſcribes the ſtuoiofiohe 
P Heathen | 
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em World, -F#ming the: inde or 


EC thro thealgrorence (that, #5688 
theme. becauſe - :8f the. blindses.: af; their 


mai darkueds hieing, alrevated from! the 


kearty; who. being | paft* feeling hue: goon 


*emfebves. over to-mprk oth unc legunels. with 


greeding(s. But ngw aftcr all thig,-the' 
the. Original Laws, of..Coniciencg; may 
he thus ſhamefully ; fubverted,” javd.;a 
falſe Conſcience. ge. cexected. in 
the. room of that which God. has jinſti- 
zsuted,/ yet it/is abundantly  demonſira- 
ted. it. reſts upon. immutable foundati- 

There's a Confcience which has 
acubg: Cuftom, nor Education, for.its 


Creator, but that God -that.made..the 


Heavens; it's founded in the immutable 
counſels of infinite Wiſdom,. and | has 


the ſame frame: and. eſtabliſhment with 
Nature. it. ſelf. Let the Latirzdinarian 
conſtder-rhis, and: every mouth ſhall be 
ſtopped: Let him-confider, that as 'tis 
perfect:demonſtration. that - God has e- 
ftablithed an unalterable Occonomy of 
Conſticnce, ſo he: be: infinitely con» 
carnd:to aftert;cha. Power! and :Aurho- 
rity, of ic ; and tho' rhe G—_— of 
hrs kaiſts bave bribed his Judgment, .and 
bueycdl bim. up: into a; Poxfwaſton,, that 
4ondoionet t8.2 ancre > Ehimer 0,08 State, 


i1S(3£2H Or 


var al Relepine Merten. 527 

or Chureh-Engine, to reduce the thulti- 

tide” to 2 ſeryile Obtdience #'and;"in' 4 

'word;'tho' the Power and Authority of 

this perſwaſion has carried him-on"to 

the moſt execrable Jinpieties withour 

reluetaney, or remorſe; yet he may af 

fire himſelf- that the Divine Occono- 

my of Conſcience wilt-otie: day be re- 

ſtored, and tho' want of means of In- 

Formation { where there's-room for a 

juſt Plea of this nature?) may ſilence the 

—_ of it, yet he may aſſure Him- 

felf it will'exett in proportion to'eyer 

neglect of ' metins with all” iagirab. 

vigour and fary, upon' every unrepeh- 

ting” Sinner, and them” he'll ' find thoſe 
eritious empty - Fears 'will prove 

f6al 'Accufations, ro condemn him to 

f\ irreyocable ſtate of Miſery. © 
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The untaſmt feof Mind ON 'F tokiH 
"ind the' es of Death, xc Le 01V- 


ed anto.t | 


e:Gnpes .aud Coupuſjens 
- Conſcience. ear Dae: Y " 


I J: Aving: chus: diſcovencd the primi- 

tive Qeconomy of NaturabCon- 
ſcience, it gives \us an opportuaity-to 
Account for thoſe Inſults, thoſe Gripes, 
-and Convulfions-it makes upon the dif- 
ſolute at -the approach of death, or: if 
time of Sickneſs. I'm ſenſible that;.in 
endeavouring to aſlert-.a deſpiſed;No- 
tion, that has been often: rcfolved into 
a mere dezection _ of -Spirits;i an Hype- 
chondriacal flatus, or certain ſuperſtiti- 
ous unreaſonable fears impreſied: by: the 
force of education, Theſe are indeed 


very plauſible colours and ſuggeſtions, 


to a mind that 1s ſteeped and-impreg- 
nated with the over-flowings of Luft. 


But before this opinian can-obtain-cre- 


ditand admiſſion, the Authors of it-are 
indiſpeniibly obliged to prove; 'thar God 
has not Originally eſtabliſhed 'a-Con- 


letence upon certain unalterable mea- 


lures, 


So pw LF . by 


of Natta al Religion Aſſerten. 
ures; and principles. .But-4nſteadi of 
this, it has Already been Tatheicntly cies 
monſtrated, that Conſeience 'hath (the 
os Foungation, and: Qriginal, with 
'of our. Beings... It had its Birth, 
Kary Authority in the, ſame AR, has 
made"us reafonable Creatures, and: free 
Agents ; and therefore-if-upon areview 
of paſt Actions ; Remonſtrahces ariſe 
-by: camparing /em - with;4 Rule that: ans 
wers the trys-Ends and Intereſts of off 
Beings;/ allithe reaſon'in'the World; wvifl 
obhge us to- .canclude;/\thar: they: re 
-aothing bur; the-returns of Natural Com- 
{cignce. +» What. - tho'+ a: contrary Con- 
-lcieace was Erected, acting -upon''the 
flrongeſt Perſwafions, - ors Convictions; 
.yor. ir- muſt: now. be —_— rhar/ir-is 
founded ig Violence, and conlſec quently 
the Miad«.is- under a -oſſibility of-re- 
41rnmag'to right! O02 and: apprchen» 
ſiobs. 'And-certainly the: -pretent: / 
affords the higheſt orobabiliries for:the 
truths: of the ? ſuppoſition; - For! firſt/ir 
muf} be confelled-whilltcLuftand exors 
bitant:Appetites-maintaio thestGround, 
abiaſſed Judgment ar. keafticangor eſcape 
being/\chaiged-.to their» Jintereſt; - but 
theſes ſcem. .ta, depend-wpon: the: Health 
vue Vigour!!of- ibis Animal part. "As 
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may difeetn-from- the-Natural efficacy 


cliro Ago; ſiokndſs, 1d: heſo-mult < 


The | Groatds and Foundition 
wthis:ts thocked, or \enervated;-.whet 


zine and fuffer:;Diſcrace, - And thee 
forg-as:thechtatof Laſt: expires, ,fo the 
Jaxlgment ve/Underſtandiag will-in-pto- 
Sa be-diſcharged'from her-Ferters, 
e: wilt view things with anew aſpeR, 
not . thro? the . Steams of Luſt, and! hs 
it: were thrd)1a'Glaſs datkly,. but'Face 
Face, and in'cheir naked: Shapes aid 
Features, : and ivonſequertly our -Re- 
AeRtions 6h paſt: Attions will--be _ 
et upon newiMeatures/-and' Princip 
HSe'l{ be -able' 26 difeetn' 'rthe-true Ends 
and Intereſts wer ont Nr 
tlitreupon bring all-ker ARions: te-the 
Tefſt'of this Rule; and this cannotVfail 
To 'beger new: Perfwalions-.and Convics 
xions; according” to the primitive Ozro- 
nomy of Conſcience x ifo that 4-18 Hot 
ew Fit of net the effe? ode. 
—_ its, 7 elveiwile thank 
ca _=_ apour is mem pos ern wt 
which e it-obſtryQAed bur? 
curns bf: Nivwtal) Conſcience a; wS6f 
ah and exerting” it 1elf-ac- 
vo Thatframe in which -ir-wis 
* Thus much the Lat#tudiniiiv: 


Treat 


of Thippy. - ' Bur beſides all this he wy 


Aerials 2g 
wondetfilfif | 


A Domes 


Mmm 
arte 


«a © = # 


BN "up on a lob: etaht of di 
itnpiety;,. as: ar 12 &dnGgn AK 
'ovferto irretrievable rs Meagan 
faig know why he- may* not Hcgr the 
Devil, ot. fore bt $ Spiritual" Crey, 
to viplay before liis Mind a Scheine a 
\ his” paſt Akon. 6 ohe can jueſtion 
bar. that, Order of Spies can conyetſe 


with Spirits; or mike applications 

toA Spirittial. belies, dad d .conk EOry 

- that he &an, if pertiyttediexcire/tnch 
tions, and togueltf UG Tdeas, as will 16 
vive 'the molt can! ble minutes, pf 

our w hole Lives, :atd' cable p bY ok 
'Em £6 A new Teſt, atid View '. NE 
proper” Tagamet "and propog $; 
and conſequent! y as they a Ain " 
witly the Vine of Dury ge UE 

-1nto' the” molt Pa ry bit g6nics 4h wo ON- 
vulſions:"' 'Thj $ is but X Kind * Af 
cipatioh of Has fi) i Frye , TY ig 
Pm corfideht he: wi be the Mb 
to enhance up on all Repr Wy bp: 8 
But: on' ths other li Firs 

. and long tffering ; ” God; ex 

"the Teading a 'Soul t& repentati ue 
can pie: the Divide tnffiences 'of the 

4 Holy 


«ctr tare M 
Wl. AU PAITCA CHE 
my x: dil 


. GN S;59; Jur:xemembray 
afgr och minuritcumltances addwill 
rekover: loſt. 1dags.c.uHe. 51. GHaEE 4 


7 


Lin np Yr uty, And copequeny th 
W1ll angeeſrace ; Sony to [pals T Nia 
rence. p,cycry. ction, purſuance to it. 
S TP GE- pured {Toi that. the;Holy 
| Spirſ an Tnovg Li \&xcite the; Powers 
0 fr Soul by paritual evo of Gon» 
verſe, As. i g hu as, the; Rheto- 
Lick and perl yg Y fellow Creatutes, 
har. mult be; Tragfmitted by. Sounds 
his areriah, _ Organs and | V.chicles. 
3 his is an, Alſertion. fo clear apd indif- 
Putable, thax_ 1. can ſec .no reafon, why 
thoſe Runiſtring, Spirits, the bleſſed An- 
Sk a ok Appointment, . may 
alowe ca pable of niajncainiu 
byygurles 'of this nature, cven. with 
bi lower Worlf, fince ic,only| places 
ower upon a, Jevel with accurſed. 
fatSs: Fringe i all Nh a -A Power 
a i 'ew,..of inff Fpcariog the 


s well, as Badics of f Men. And 


cxttal God, whoſe infinite Knowledge 
iſdom cnables him to adapt all 
his drrins Succours to ſutable S:afons 


WEE and 


BY 
The 


3 
\rt 
I 
* 


Wi. 


of Natural Refogion - 


and / ties; could: noe exert 'em | 
bettcr-Than P whe br 9 *Animal' Part is 


difabled-by Age; Sickneſs, 'or othet hn- 
Cn Cabnb nes certainly irFhigh- 
ly: agreeable tothe divine Wiſdom;whien 


aChange of Mind -and Conkiche is 
wrooght;to giye 'enva deep ſenſe of cheir 
Folly -and Error, and. conſequently to 
troy: 'em into Wah ſeyereſ} None and 


of the 
OUN» 


A « Mo. & 


wh enough to Te: for the Contra» 
tions of Conſcience, and arithe Tame 
afſert the Divine Occonomy of it, 


Thisis3 an Hypotheſis cannot be diſputed 
in: a ſtare of-Reyelation : And tho' in a 
ftars of Natute God has not coyenanted 
ro governMankind by ſpiritual Succours, 
® x Oe auons of os Holy Spirit-6n thi 

et 1do. not find. lic has a- 


Wo, I himlelf ro the contrary ; 
hve highly Probable his infiniteGoods 
nels and dom m./may ſometime” incline 


him to diſpenſe. his F ayours'on this' part 
of his Offtpriag ; and conſequently con- 
tribute to the -Ehabl iſhment "of Conſci+ 
ence upon its Ecuc foundation, I' mean 
according to the. primitive Model an 
Oxcondmy oft. -:. : 

CHAP. 
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tn 9 d o 104-4203 TRoot5+ 


oor, 268 "Ogg. "XX. rf 82 
af ries i Fare 2s a, 


and: Proifhiaents: From the Pre 
of Nita a 0? oh 
” HarMankind i was Ofiginal | 


'ed, and Crearet "under 
47 of a "Law. and thit'Rewa po 
Punithments; are aſcertained to' Ap 
Treg, Or. Vion at of his LINE bi 
already * been proved 
clot of, Diſpute. Fo wt 
mains, is to fix the St e where th 
Sreat Scene” ſhall ' be difp ay of 
Formal Diſtribution Tragh ted:'* 
Tamiperfivaded'ic will be cafily gr anted, 
thar” ewards, and oneach Toric 
well be Ecbated” in this Stare'of Fife. 
For” firſt; the Eſtabliſhed Coercive big 
ers, .6f his World can bY no mean $ Pc- 

they. can gaps: > With 

thing h>Yond the Surface, ori Ext! a he 
parts/of fine Aion, , "And theſe molt 
handed to them upon” the evidence 
Senſes, the. A vthority of a 9 
and the Veracity of Men, and Sifhets:; . 


ſo. that v2: y often, the Tatiocene &' Ser- 
LCHc ed 


vf\Natn rl Relrgyonn Mﬀervidt, 

tenced toAhis Part in Stiffetings, inthe 
room -of rhe: Guilty: BY othis: means; 
the rg *parts of My Action. 1i6 
D ethe noſtfubrle Res 
ma: pn Jes pe md; fo 
there may'be%a De nyo 
thres, which inileed: bypenr Ftmtifal" outs 
aerd, but are within full of tad Mens 


Bout, and of all ancleannefs.” Bat this T5 


not'all; for pſt we not adinir a vaſt 
Scroul: of Ertormitics, ' that the ni 
obſervations catiinever pterend to reach, 
o#-farhoin; Fre thar are: ſhelrered by 
Sttidied Retreats, and Privacies, othtts 
by paſty tic Father thi Tliought, "-08 
Iitention; Nh ok inward Workingsof 
rhe Ming; Ho -rhar it's* impoſſible - that 
jr thing Teſs that an infinite Power, of 
NY an 


ndently'g 
fe, . Bur" yer, 5+ Ol 
lick; - and: Neon, ef Mines We 
the Aurhors p rs 'the-Sra _— of f 
World pn viftbſt' Wha 


Vine 
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Tha Grounds. and” Foundutian 
vile Vengeance, at: trait, ſnch age 
may:Read, from prhers:-,1r's true, God 
may;Reward,; or Puniſh by; ſecres ſteps 
| aotiamoged by:abrain. of, Cauſes; 
(Events-z bup yet cheleare; Methods 
pat; 0; agtecable-1to, the Deſigns; afinh 
brite Watdom, .in Rewarging, Ot Puts 
niſhiog.in this World, for. "whey hey, 
pre; diſpenſed at. a. diſtance, and, afier;an 

ible. mannex, they; cannor-influengs 
do Olenror the.. Publick; becauſe, 


this means poll wy cannot well beoner 
HY ie. direct, and immediarg 


intg;; the. 1 1mm 
DNS p19 anc : SA 

great delign: {pcaſations 
A CE loſt, Foy 
ES 

rion,,of $; does.not-. 
4k 11 Ne ar,. et 
ww 


nd os 
Ic,.qn his, l; pes: ha 

ted upon; he gueF Rulcy, 
deonſequaat ly Araperifj qu wy 


<ofiNatural Religuon:Aſſerted 

 ed/aceotding: a therruo-tartinfick Nas 
ture of every! Aﬀtiony wichoue Preju- 
: ice; or Partial, 6r'the leaſt Rkſpec 
. of Petſons: Theſe vare truths thavifok 
-tow' 'in'dire@; 41d -eafie' conſequences, 
from thenature of thochings themſelves. 
Bit then if 'we :allow the Divine Ocoo- 


ble we 
— the;evidence: of them: = 
ould Eſtabliſh a Regiſter of 
ARions iff the very: Frame of our 1Ne- 
wces;/ is an uncohtroulable:Argumeat; 
.thacihe has Created us: to: fome” ſolemn 
Tributial.-''+ Nay; further, © that *God 
ſhould/nor_ only Create- us with: reterts 
tive Powers and Faculties,”: whereby we 
keep a kind of Diary of: paſt Aftions; 
riedan wore certain: roger preiees 

Powers upon: {,W 

we are-neceflarily poſſeſſed with! 'Appr& 
henhons of Guilt} and Puniſhment;-ot 
Favourot Reward! It's% clear - Indiet- 
tion there will: be- a Tribunal-ereted, 
whete' theſe'Divine Powets will diſplay, 
and/ exert themſetves' to the utmoſt 
pitchof Activity The Latitndimdrini, 
may (if he pleaſes, brinp, Diſptace wp- 
onithem;' by reſolvingit | 
flitious Fears; and the Bials, of: 


ug 003 burF'e pacſiaded; tix antebiehts 
onably 


3.7 


a '6f Conſcience; it's im! 


x38 


oifibly'rproved therts* the Finger of 
God inven. Amb therefore; weve 
Sontlide;:that:rhe Powers /of » Navural 
Corilcienes- arc only #ikind of Vieego- 
renit/'or Subſtituce,'rchar a&ts for:a ritle 
by way of Reſtrajari'on the one hand, 
-and Enconrdgement on The { other,/|but 
at laſt; he muſt give up:all hee Repores, 
and reſign'to:a Supreme-Judicatute, »ihi 
muft-as it were, deliver up the 'Ningdom 
wo 'Godp andappcar as a Witnefs, ri- 
ther thaw\aJudge;-' Theſe /are the'Na- 
tural Confequences;' and Origins De- 
Gpns, and Ufes' of ſuch/Divine Powers, 
for unleſs theſe be admirted, :ir's iimpot- 
ſible we” ſhould account for them; asrho 
Ordinances of | an infldicely-Wiſo'Cred- 
cor- Bur. furetier; eharwhich mofbpor- 
etfully-/demonſtrmes a Stars of Rurture 
Rewards 2nd Punifſhments, 4s: the Bf- 
forts' of " Corfcience' towirts ' thei thaſt 
Periods "of Life. | Thar-rhe# Powers of 
E onfoience: ſhould awake/ and grow 
Swong and + Viporous, -When' che Ant- 
mil Powers) grow: Faintiand/Lan 


that her" Apptchenſionsthoutd: boden 
ard Piercitig, her Reſenvinichts Ripid and 


Severeantt her 'Exuleations Full of Joy; 
and{Confolation, Whert the 7powers'of 
Atihnal” Nature are ſulih{ $d-wafted, 


Hb. - 
Y £20 #41) 2nd 


bi ofiNtur ef \Re/iquom Aﬀeriid. 
| oder to; Expire; ian Fnfallible 
Dewrvobran thay vi 2 are:AcQad; by 
ny bighly :diftint from:Matzer, 
fron Eleth, and: Bloody: or: AnimgdSpi- 

rits on:i8 a wordz.a Principle: thazwyh 
Live) nd: At after, this; Eacthbyo{;gber- 
nacke 38 :difſalved., Indeed, [WE 
conſader that the:Refiections :6f awelk 
fpent Life daſcover | themſelves: ay the 
pains. af. Death; : when the: -Paſhans os 
the: Ammatl Patt are: funk, and. waſled, 
us-the} molt pratcbul - Applauſes,, i aud 
fblizpriat | SatisſaGions ; 3 $othac ithe 
whole World, andybll.ics Gharins.and 
Beautics,: appciir flat and.cmpty-before 
it wharvean a reaſoning Mind coochte 
om _ a Harbinger TIT rae 
Rewa c: implies:2 [paieten OE 
ef ſame: future, :Bleſtiogs, that: hath, be 
confoxted/ upon us! by a Savercign tows 
or] tA Reabidercy: of that Labmaref £aue 
pe 'Baye)i entertained ifor bis: Nimetn;febe- 
Qnube other, "oor _ we. conſider 


grows. loud and nbc] in Propor- 
Lata decays of Nature, ang. the 
FRAat 
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his diſfolute wy and: his RT 


. The Gronds\and Foundation 
that cracks and groans. and ſinks, yer 
this will not be appeaſed ; we muſt 
conclude that rhere are convictions thar, 
will' b&rcarried into another State, 'and 
not only rorment, but: impeach every 
mmpenitent Criminal, before ſome: other 
Tribagal.. Indeed, were there no'cer« 
rainty of 'Rewards- and ' Puniſhments, ' 
annexed-to the violation or obſervance 
of Laws; or-were there an exact diſtri- 
Wotd,. were there ao'real diſcovery of 
a divine. Oeconomy of Conſcience, then 
we muſt think of . ſome: other Method 
ro diſpel the Vapour. Bur fince (theſe 
are proved upon the higheſt evidences 
and Demonſtrarions,. we muſt. conclude 
chat ſuch black. preſages' are the::pro- 
togue to furure Miſerics,: to. certain. Al- 
totments; - that  will' be: the | Award. of 
fome future Reckoning. - Theſe are: E- 
vidences-{o.clear rar pA able; . that 
- the- Latitudinarian: will (till perſiſt, 


*'m confident bis only conviction will 
toni perception of the Fruits:of 
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CHAP. XXI.. 


Flow far Conſcience ſhall be'a Meaſiire of 
'. the Divine Juſtice, in the diſtribution of 
. - future Puniſhments. 0] : 


Ow ſince it's abundantly demon- 
| ftrared: char there's a divine Occa- 
nomy-of Conſcience, and that it, refts oh 
the unalterable meaſures of moral Good- 
neſs, or the original nature of things 


bo fo 


thcmſelves,we may with force of reafon 


conclude, chat @vr paſt ARtions ſhall be 
chiefly rried by this Original Standard. 
Ir max indeed be pbjected, That no 0- 
ther Conſcience can be the meaſure of a- 
ny Man's Con emnation but his own, 
nor upon WW Aons than thoſe he was 
conſcious 0 DG commitred,. The firſt 
part of the ObjeTHon is Aug ah un- 
controverred truth, for when G6d puts 
any. man ,on his Tryal upon \the Evi- 
dence. of Conſcience, it mult certainly 
be his oi, and ;hot another's Conſci- 
 LLnpteVi.19 cb,CAGas!' 2 | 

ence,. but. yet, it's highly. probable our 
 Conſcietices will -niot be ſuch. as they 
were when enſſaved by vitious Habits 
and Diſpoſitions, bur reformed accord- 
ing to the diyine Occonomy of Conſci- 
ence, and conſequently the Original 
Sy Q Stan- 


 Vhe(Rround g\eiid FoundAties 
7" Concience:will bexvome 
. oWh, and appearaasÞvidenhce-againk; vs. 
-Jr's" highly © evident frdtn- whathavgdroa- 
dy beed-Juggeſted, tharthe Conſeirnces 
ofMen:iranotherWonld will be 

a.new bottom. It's highly -probabl bar 
all the Minutes. of every: Jaan 
ther. with tlicNaturesandReaſonswt 
Lingof Dury, will be dif] LC odamdes- 
ſented to the view 6f-the mind:3/fÞ rbat 
there-will tot be. only. a new- diſcovery 
'of loft Idea's, Thoug ates and Actions; but 
-of their i incompati rywith the Line.of 
Duty ;-nay, there we: be adiſcove?y!of 
.the-Reaſons and Original of all-Miſcar- 
_— the Mind will lainly! difcern 
thcError and Abſurdity.of formetConvi- 
<tions ; ſhe will confeis that the-violence 
and-imj reunity-of Luſt, 'or'a habir of 
'Tho neſs, or Inconſderavion; was 
the: erue 2nd genuing'cauſc of ed), "4d 
_conſequently the frame and Occonomy 
-of: Conſcience will:not only be'altered, 
-accbriling to the laetinſick Natiite of 
things, and reccived 'as; every Man's 
-own proper Conſcicrice, bar it wilt. Com 
*cover Sin and Guilt in:the 

 feience, and charge the miſchict. rat ir 
- upon its proper -owner,” - where-ever 
_ 'Exrors ER to be contracted! from 


the 


our 


of Natwrd/ "Relignatss Aſſetel. 
the negledt of meansof Information.For 
certainly-as'God/has-endyed us'withFa- 
culries to-inftru@dusin the Litis:of Dus 
xp;10'he- has'\nade us i eapable-of (ar- 
raining it -in/ that /Courſe:-andOtder 
Whiclche- has  eftabhſhed;; and 'conſe- 
quently of pur! ending ſuck 


Meangias-arezruly-conducive- rothe/at- 
rainmentof it ;/ and; therefore iwhenpro- 
per Means are inſtituted--ot -propated, 
or, aSiit were; lie before us. in the-com- 
mor :road; of Thinking, the: Miſthiets, 
or-iniquity .of -an Action; by. the:Laws 
of Conſcience, will, be/:impured: tes; 
tho'ir was committed with a perfwaſion. 
of -its Tnnocence; becauſe the Qrder: of 
Nature, 'and: the ARES of 'Hu —— 
tion are-/as. much-'peryerted by acting: 
withour the: uſe of ed eee: 
contraxy;. to. inward: Convidtions and. 
tho' the Action in the preciſe nature of 
itis: not willfully: wicked, yet :cheine- 
glect of -Means may' be juſtly:eftecmed. 
willfull;;and conſequently the: \Effedts 

and miſchiefs: of the- Action. juſthy:im- 

puted;- I will nor:deny -bur there are 

thouſands of miſerable Wretches inthe 

World-under ſuch fatal Circumſtances, 


— 


char-:they; ſeem to/be placed our of che - 


reach of due: Means of Information; but 


Q 3 [4'>; 
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ro judge preciſdly- of: this ſecins tosbe 
» peiliar of the Kedtcher of Hearts and 
Reins: -However :4 'am perſivaded the 
eommon-Exigences 'and ' Neecflities: of 
Hutnane Nature iwill-inſtredt Mankind 
niche moſt fundamemal Rules of 'Na- 

wral Religion;? and: yor God willicharge 
nothing upon 4s; bir where he!'carcon- 
vince 'our/Conftienee of nororibus: Ne- 
:: and-in this cafe it's'ednfonant 
ro the-Rules of- Juſtice, - that Sefirence 
ſhould-be paſſed: not according* ts for- 
mer;-bur -preſent-Conviftions:© Indeed 
ir caty never betimagin'd, thar-thengreat 


Juadgeof all the Earth in his final Awards 


co Mankind, will ere&t-a Fribtihat'thar 
had ner- its Original- from hints, Fmean 
from-the Convidtions of ar erroficous 
Confeience; and therefore fincert is: de- 
monſtrated that new ' Sentimentsg-and 
Convictions; will break in pon” rhe 
Mind; even to' the*charging of -Goilr 
upon-thole Neglects which" were'ithe 
immediate ſource-of- falſe Convidtions; 
we: may- juſtly -conchade tire -the' julli- 
cial Proceedings! of the Great Day ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed upon # regulared-Confci- 
cence; 1. mean, according to the Divine 
Occohomy of-it;- and confequently it is 
nod The Plea of former Convictions, nor 

wanr 


=y 
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want of: conſciouſneſs when 'Enormities 
were: committed; chat will be/{ufficient 
to; exempt; any Man from the juriddi- 
ction:of it. . For:theſe may be -reſglved 
into: Petſonal Negles, and Perſonal 
NepleRs:are alone-fuſfieient to' derive a 
Guilt,upon us. As for.the want of con» 


_ ſeiouſneſs.it's a branch of the ObjcRi- 
_ ary not yet. replied to ; and therefore 1 
| ſhall: make ſome few Remarks upon ir. 


And firſt, ir's certain as :long as Enor- 
mities are committed upon-perſonal.Ne- 


_ gledts, as inthe caſe of Drunkenneſs, it 


is. nat-.neceſſary the . Mind ſhould be 
conſcious of the whole proceſs, when ac- 
tually commitred. . It's. abundantly ſuf- 
ficient, if. upon a repreſencation of Cir- 
cumſtances we ſhall at laſt bz forced to 
own 'them, ' or aſcribe rhe Commiſſign 
of em to our ſelves, for.this will bring 


__ us under the dominion of Conſcience at 


the laſt day. Certainly we may. with 
as. much force of Reaton plead an Ex- 


 emptian from the guilt of Enormities, 
. Which thro' tract of time were wiped oft 


the Table of the Mind, as deny to ac- 
count for Enormities, which when com- 
mitced we were not conſcious of, when 
it was ſome former Enormity had difa- 
bled, us from being conſcious. of 'cm ; 

Q 3 : whereas 
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- whereas ir'can only be required in both 
''ca ſes Thar proper, 'and/ competent :Me- 
*thods are: contrived to make us confci- 
'-ou$at-che laſt day; ſg as to-pronounce 
our ſelves the'Authors'of 'em; fot-when 
'rhis is done, Conſcience ' will determine 
"as effectually as if 'our preſent and: paſt 
* Convictions were conſonan t to each; o- 
' ther. Upon the whole then it's viſtble,it 
is not the preſent ſtate of any Man'sCon- 
"Tticnce; any farther than it accords with 
"rhe Divine'Oecon omy of Confcience; no 
- piore'than any preſent At of Conſci- 
-"ouſneſs, that will be received" for: a' fi- 
nal 'meaſure of the Goodneſs or Evil-of 
our:AQtions ; and confequently of a fi- 
'nal Condemnation or. Deliverance, bur 
+ Conſtience founded on the expres Laws 
"of God, the ſole Rule of Duty, and: the 
Agreement or Diſagreement of;our 'A- 
ctions with them, I would' not be-mil- 
. raken, as if 1 intended to ſtreighten, or 
fixi Limits to the infinite Mercies of 
God ;-there's nothing but his own infi- 
nite Purity, Truth, or Juftice, .can/at a- 
_ ny time dionet his Mercies ; but yer [ 
Ink it's evident chat we. ſhall be-jud- 
* ed for our Actions, as they are-in their 
own Nature, and that roo. on the. A- 
wards of a rectified Confcience, where- 
Thad ”” y _ Gs . ever 


v1ufNatierkb Rokeggen: ſera. 5,» 
ever ia-errencots/[Eonfciences can, be. 
*charged>witly Guilt, 1>:No; one {cant gil- 
' pace tie Guilt of an Erroncaus Confci- 
- .enee]owhere-:the Error is -propagated 
-xlizo!0 willfull-Enormities, : or, manifeſt 
I Ss. Thus far: the facred- Canen 
''js expreſs and clear, when we: are- told 
 in'the eaſe of Error, that the Mind-and 
. Conſeience is defiled, 7zt. 1..15. And 
certainly where-cver there is Defilement, 
there;muſt -be Guile, and where-ever 
chereis Guile thereis at leaſt Puniſhment 
due. And 1 prefume : it's . ſufficiently 
demonſtrated - that loſt Ideas will. be 
revived, - that every Action. will .ap- 
pear in its proper Dreſs, and:conſc- 
quently» the whole Oeconamy- of Con- 
1cience will be changed. If what: has 
already been offered be not conclufiye, 
the State of the Wicked after Condem- 
nation / will infer jt, + Now certainly 
whoever- allows the diving Qcecongmy 
of Conſcience muſt allow a fugurg Judg- 
.. men; and if there's a ferure Judgmenr, 
_atd:Men to be judged by their Con- 
| ſciences, the molt Hardened, Unrclent- 
ing Sinner, will be brought to aclcar- ap- 
44 runs : of the Line .of Duty; and 
y this:means forced-to own: the Juſtice 
of 'liis Sentence; tho”: his: Confewnce 
WF3: - Q 4 was 
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was ſetred:.and paſt feeling,:it ſhall now: 
recover: d/double Force; :and reramni! rhe: 
quickeſt: apprehenſion of Things; and. 
Conſcience thus enforced, -and\ armed 
wich frefſh'Power and Vigour, ſhall'-bz 
the eternal Inſt:umentiof increaſing-the 
Tormenrs'of the: damned. Since: then 
Conſcience ſhall be rhus- r*gulated-+ in' 
Order to enhance, and' perperuatetheir 
Miſery, we may juſtly conclude:rhat 
it's R-galation will' commence at/ the 
great Tribunal, in Order to: ratify the 
{enrence of Condemnation ; and certain» 
ly ſince-it muſt be allowed. that: Gons 
ſcience will be an Inſtrument of future. 
Condemnation, as well as Miſery: we. 
maſt conchude that it will be one: and 


rhe ſame Conſcience, adted by the ſame 


Meaſures and Principles,and of theſame 
Extent and Latitude, and conſcquently 
a Conſcience cleared from all Error and 
Miſtake, Partialicy or Connivance z: and 
ina Word, a Conſcicnce eſtabliſhed: ac« 
cording to the Divine OQeconomy. of it, 
the Law of God, and the eternal'Mea« 
fures of - Moral Goodneſs. and Duty. 
This is that Cardle of the Lord, as the 


Wiſeman expreſſes it, that will diſplay 


175 Light jnco the deepeſt receſſes of the 
Hearr, and Search into the inward parts 


f 


 (fNutural-Religun Afſerted. ©" 
of-the Belly, Prov-2b.\\z7. In'a Word 


itwilkbe:rhe inward Voiee or Word of - 
Gat; gaick aid powarfal ani Sharper thox - 


aup-tws Edged Sword, piercing even to the 
div lim aſunder of Sout ard "Spirit, and 


ofthe; Joynts and Marrow, and is a” dif- 


corner of the Thoughts, and intents of the 
Fteart: '\ Heb. 4. 12. 

F$.' 2. From what hath been faid it 
may-not be improper to make ſome fur- 
ther Remarks upon Mr. Lock's Notions 
of'' Conſcience. - It's obſervable Mr. Lock 
makes Conſciouſneſs and Conſcience 
the ſame, and Conſcience to cenl(iſt in 
nothing elſe, bur our own Opinions, of 
our own Actions ; and purſuant to this, 
he affirms that in perſonal Identity whic!r 
he makes to confiſt in Confciouſneſs, 15 
founded all the Right and: Juſtice of Fa- 
vour, Rewards and Puniſhment. Book 2; 
Ga 27.:4:" 18. | 

Bur crrainly the Conſcience that will 
prevail in rhe great day, will not be any 
Opinions we have entertained of AQ;- 
ons'when Committed tho” taker up at 
large: No, we ſhall then be 2aQed: by 
no other Opinions, but thoſe of a-regi;= 
lared* Conſcience, and they ſha#l fir as 
Judges, even over - former Opinions. 
that+ were engendered by Neglett. or 
Carelelineſs, and nothing bur invincible 
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Ignorance, or: ſincere Repetitance,/ecan 
deliver. us from-its/Dominion.”! This: is 
indiſparably evident» from the Regula- 
tions:of Conſcience ' that ſhall: be made 
according to the divine Oeconomy of-ic, 
whereby. our Opinions of paſt Aﬀions 
ſhall nor be meaſured' by former-Con- 
yicions, but by the conformity'.of -our 
Actions to the true Line of 'Duty, / or 
means of Information. Again, that con- 
fciouſneſs which ſome Men might'beun- 
der when - Enormitics- | were commit- 
red, cannot be the foundation of furure 
Puniſhment, but rhat Conſciouſneſs of 
paſt Actions which will ariſe from' a re- 
- Tic: Conſcienec. For it is canclu- 

ed that we may become conſcious of 
Enormities committed,” of 'which we 
were not conſcious, when commirred, 
and conſcious of others by wrong Mea- 
fures and ' Convidtions:; but it - will be 
that Conſciouſneſs, and thoſe: Convi- 
ctions-w2 are under at the GrearTribu- 
nal, and reſult from a regulated Confci- 
ence,thar will be the meaſure of -a final 
Abſolution or Condemaation. And cet- 
tainly'if Mr. Lock will not - ſuffer his 
Notions to be guarded by theſe limira - 
tions, he 'muſt pardon me if 1-canno c 
comply' with 'em, or cannot- bur eſteem 
'<m'dangerous and falſe. On'this' ac- 
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count. cannot fuer ian Inſtance; that 
_Teemiy to. interfere with;what is aſſerted, 
paſs-off without a-few. Remarks-/| Mr. 
 Lz0e 24 order -to the eſtabliſhing his 
Nation. of Perſpral [dentity, brings in E- 
nortnities committed-it' Dunketmeſs: of 
which-a Man is not conſcious, and'pha- 
cesi\them upon a Jevel with thoſe com- 
mitred: by a Man-in-his fleep, making 
him ngimore anſwerable for the one than 
the-other. He indecd makes the Drun- 
kard.in this caſe obnoxious to-the Cj- 
vik Eaws, for no-other reavon, but [| Be- 
gaufe in: theſe caſes they cannot diſtinguiſh 
what: 4s Real from what is Cotnterfert, 
and ſo theIgnorance inDrenkenn2fs or Slecp,, 
is - not admitted as 'a Plea. } But in the 
great Day wherein the Secrets of all Hearts, 
ſhall he laid open, it may be reaſenable to 
think, no ene Jhall be made to Anſwer for 
what he knows nothing of, bat ſba#l. recerve 
his -Deom,. his own Conſcience acciifing ' or 
excufing him. See Set. 22.Bcok 2. Chap. 
2.7; \ Here are a: great many 'Paſſages 
that Jook with-a very evil Aſpect, and 
therefore I ſhall fay; ſomething to each 
in their order. And firſt, T* think this 
Author-has drawn'a very unjuſt Parallel 
between Crimes committed 1n Slcep and 
Dunkenn:1s., It's-well known that Slecp 
is 3 thing entailed on /us as a Law, even 
aLaiw 
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a Law.eſtabliſhed in .the frame of our 
Beings, and commences upon the necel- 
lines 2rruptible Nature, and, there- 
fore 1 "Miſchief accidently follows, it 
cannot. well be imputed, becaulz tis 
founded in a Cauſe or Principle that is 
inſeparable from Humane Nature, or,ra- 
ther is an Appendage of the moſt neceſ- 
fary Powers of it, that ſet us on a level 
with Brutes, and conſequently the Ac- 
tions that flow from it-cannot be jinpu- 
ted. Burt I hope this Author cannot 
plead a neceſſity . of Nature for ;Drun- 
kennels. A quantity of generous Li- 
quor may ſometimes b2 required for the 
actuating the Spirits, but neyer_ to. in- 
roxicate, unman, or drown the Reafon. 
In a.word, Drunkennelſs argues, a willful 
' neglect in humane Conduct, and as fuch 
iS an Act of a free Agent, and, confſc- 
> Bangs the Actions that flow from it, 
tho' defticute of Choice or Delibera- 
tion are juſtly imputed. For in orger to 
the impuring or charging an Action up- 
on Us, it is not necetiary that. it ſhould 
proceed from the free exerciſe of Reaſon, 
or previous Deliberation at the, yery 
Moment when Committed. . It is ;ſuf- 
ficient char it's owing to a Cauſe. that-is 
to be eſteemed truly Deliberare a 
Wilful. If this were not fo, it's, impoſ- 
od ſible | 
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bte *ny Sin of Tghbrance can'be Cul: 
pable; aPoſition'fo' wide fromthe Tine 
of Ofitiftian Duty, that eVEL {Heathen 
Moretif will reach this Anrhi r the Abs 
ſerdity'of ir. I-fhafl for once Refertim 
ro AYYorle, becaitſe he has cuffed*onr 
rhe caſe of Drunketinieſs to confirtitt the 
DoEtine. ' He aſſures us, Tgnoratice is 
Puniſhable wheneyer' the cauſe '6f It can 
becharged upon us, and for this Reaſon, 
pronounces Crimes committed in'Drun- 
| eninieſs, liable ro double Puniffiment. 
Kay 9» I won Faq K02gQuny, Zh al 
EO WW Foxy 7 & gw 91ees, oloy us we Juoror = 
AG Ti Enliwua' i 1 9 p91 Gs Co dn} er. 9 
2 fv pa8 pat Sho a, Ta a wh oy" 7 a 0les, 
@ vs ee yourlcs T1 mh Ov 'Tols Fougis, "of Mf 
Emorecdr | E ken na Nene © 'X0 Qua. £ thic. 
i Nithow. Lib. 3: Chap, "FN _ 
But to-proceed. As'for the adjcs of 
Civil* Governments it puniſhing Crimes 
committed when” Diſguiſed by*Drink, 
he' has” ſhamefully: Mifrep retented' it, 
rk gr le Su ggeſts chat the bh Reaſon, 
bitanſe they ' cannor Aitingaiih 
\w ws is Real from what is Co un 5 
and fo the 1gnoranee th Drunkennels 7; F 
Sleep” is' not admitted as a Plea.” T .. 
2 known" truth, that" Civil Jr 
rake copnizanceof nothing, byt the" $ 
ward 'AR,' and**when this * appears, 
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they” confſtantly'-/ afcribe the 'intermal 
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A Fun/rona Ir, as 
Maſter.of himſelf, \rhen the FaQ was 


as in the Eye of every Government 
is criminal in its own Narure; and;this 
is the ſecond Reaſon "'aſhgned for :doubte 
Punt ment, Kai. T95 | das Gs Ti. ov 
T5 yopgts, & I Vhigzdy, © pn norm. bor, 
xo2g5. In a word, it's vitble where 
thered, Apo t aun, there theAGGion-may 
be imputed, -and conſequently Criminal; and 
for thisReafon,Governments conſtantly. pro- 

2 | nNouUnce 


of:\Natureh\ Rel4gin: Aferteds. 
nownce: it ſo; buethen.. whert. this;; oroos 


Eh: the Ale, of dowr-right. 
where the Mind r der a Phyſ 
ability 7 Crimes Or "Miſchief, fs, are. com: 
mite 1 $4 on it, the ' Government only en- 
quires the Symptoms of 'Madnels,” and 
upow Evidence, Acquits the repured Ctimi- 
nab; and in theſe caſes I queſtion not, but 


the; great Judge of all the World will do. the . 


like. |. Bur- now, I think. 'tis perfe&. Des 
monſtration, the true Reaſon why Humane 
Laws .puniſh in the caſe before us, is. not 
becauſe” they. cannot diſtinguiſh certainly 
what" is *Real, whar Counterfeit. Thirdly, 
As' for the proceedings of the great'Day, I 
prefume; they may Lawfully move : upon 
thoſe: : Meaſures, and Principles, | that! Hu- 
mane, Tribunals have. recourſe to, as theif 
undoubtcd prerogative, and. tho Enormitics 
commitrcd tio Madneſs, or Sleep, not 
be ſtriftly 2ccounted for ; ,yet I'm wad- 
ed, no” 1gnvrance founded 1 in Druflchieſs 
will ever be admitted a: plea of Innocetice, 
as'is apparently Suggeſted ' by this Anathior: 
It's abundantly concluded; thar Conſcience 
will. be Regulated according to: the- Divine 
Occonomy of it ; and that i will aſcribe to 
ats ſclf, and yicld an Afent to a great,:ma- 
ny AKtions which the preſent Stare of fome 
Mens ConſGiences either know nothing of, Or 
ar-leaſt have cauſed theth to be pronounced 
Innocent:And certainly, whererheConſeience 
can be-convinc'd that ſuch a patticelarEnor. 
mity is to be refolv'd into willfullnegle@s,25 
in thecaſe of Drunkenneſs,ir wiltu __ the 
ation, 
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Aion, and charge a Guilt pan us, and 
by this means a Man may be haraſſed with 
an Acculing Conſcience at the Great Day, 


when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be laid” 
oper,for things he at preſent knows little of. 
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F Have now performed what was at firſt deſign- 

- ed, and I hope I hawe laid ſuch a Plotfcrm 
cf Natural Religion, as is conſiſtent ith the Do- 
Cries of Revecied Rel. giov, and the nature ond 
reality of things 3 «nd I bave been more parti- 
ct/ar, that I might obviate not only the Irrel:gi- 
es. Notions, cnd Pejitions that obtain in the Pre 
ſent Age, but obſtract the growth of New Ones, 
by the Artificial, but Pernicious inſin uectivns of 
rhe Author, I have ſo much 7inimagverted upon. 
T bave Formed no Deſigns from the undertaking, 
but the advance of Truth,end the Maintenance 
of a Spirit of Religion, by Eft abl ſhing the Feun- 
daticns cf it ; and f the perfermance does in ſome 
meaſure come up t0 it, and appears to be drawn 
ccording to the main Lines of Fruch, I (ball be 
ready ro indicate it againſt the applauded Cavils 
cx tnoſe; that I'm afraid are devoted to tear up the 
aole of Religion,bcth Root and Branch. But if 


- 


an4;ng a great many Truths, I have made ſome 
fall Steps, ſome few Errata that are any wiſe 
inconfiitent withTruthorInjuricus to. any part of 
Rcligicn, or Piety, it is witheus Delign, and 
upon the fir: Conviction, I ſhall! make Satis- 
fiftion to God, and the Wirld, by a free and 
-mple Retractation. 


FINIS. 


TIGPTISS STEEN 5 
—» cn» Wh ge WO 0 m4 


- o Ky 
>,” TE 4&4” ” 
fi 4 b- * 
"77>: \ © - 


: k . ” -——_ 

" PY o 54 oe 4 , 
aff Cn <3 * py TICS : " 
4% wy 2 Boba 'v « A K 
od 3 | Py 8 ” gr . k. ET, = 2 


4 *», ” 


